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The jury: 
Marcel Smets
Matthew Carmona
Montse Nogués 
José González Cebrián
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MENTIONS
Anne Kockelkorn
“The social condenser II. An archaeology of housing 
in the Parisian banlieue based on the housing projects 
of Ricardo Bofill and Taller de Arquitectura”
Philip Ursprung, Supervisor 
ETH Zürich, Department of Architecture, Switzerland

Juan Antonio Chávarri Sarasua
“La alargada huella de la plaza de la pelota” 
Xabier Unzurrunzaga, Supervisor
Universidad del País Vasco - Euskal Herriko 
Unibertsitatea, Spain

Miriam García García
“Hacia la metamorfosis sintética de la costa. 
Diseñando paisajes resilientes” 
Jose María Ezquiaga, Supervisor
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain

FINALISTS
Carolina Mónica Gonçalves Martins
“Understanding accessibility in cultural landscapes 
sites. The case of Parques de Sintra, Monte da Lua”
Teresa Frederica Tojal de Valsassina Heitor, António 
Ressano Garcia Lamas and Nuno Miguel Rodrigues 
Marques Oliveira, Supervisors 
Instituto Superior Técnico, Univ. de Lisboa, Portugal

Celia Martínez Hidalgo
“Cartagena y su campo. Historia y proyecto” 
Jose Luis Gómez Ordóñez and Rafael Reinoso, Supervisors
Universidad de Granada, Spain

María Cabral Matos Silva Aires Pereira
“Public space design for flooding: facing the challenges 
presented by climate change adaptation” 
João Pedro Costa (Univ. de Lisboa, Faculdade de 
Arquitetura) and Cristina Castel-Branco (Univ. de 
Lisboa, Instituto Superior de Agronomia), Supervisors 
Universitat de Barcelona, Spain

WINNER
Renata Priore Lima
“Plugin. Interfaces urbanas en los nuevos centros lineales. El caso de la Avenida Paulista”
Estanislau Roca, Supervisor
Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Spain
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Open Ceremony, March 19, 2019
The reading of the verdict
Barcelona, ETSAB, Sala de Graus
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Open Lecture, March 19, 2019, COAC
“Designing infrastructure to foster revitalization.
Barcelona’s tradition of adressing urban projects”
Marcel Smets, Chair of the Jury
Introduced by Assumpcio Puig, Dean of the COAC
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Lecture, March 21, 2019, ETSAB
“Plugin. Interfaces urbanas en los nuevos centros lineales.  

El caso de la Avenida Paulista”
Renata Priore Lima, Winner of the Prize
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The Avenida Paulista as a Linear Urban Centre
Renata Priore
Awarded on The Second Manuel de Solà-Morales European Prize 2019
The building-city relationship, which links 
the architectural dimension of urban space 
to the urban dimension of architecture, 
so-called plug-in, constitutes the common 
thread of the ideas presented in this 
research. This also covers the topic about 
urban centralities and collective spaces in 
the context of the urban development of 
Avenida Paulista in São Paulo. The thesis 
considers that urban centres assume new 
forms and dynamics. Such is the case of 
linear centres, organized by rectilinear 
structures of boundless growth that structure 
designs, flows, activities, infrastructures 
and a set of notable buildings connected by 
a complex network of collective spaces. As it 
happens in Avenida Paulista, these are often 
characterized by miscegenation and express 
the hyper-connected ways of life in modern 
society.

These premises, developed throughout the 
different chapters, are based on analyzes of 
relevant theoretical references from Brazil 
and Europe, as well as on documents, 
photos, regulations, plans, projects and 
information taken in situ and organized in 
graphic diagrams at different scales, without 
ever losing sight of a historical perspective. 
Likewise, they show the value that the avenue 
acquired as a locus of experimentation for 
the international architectural and urban 
avant-gardes, expressed in its original 
project from the end of the 19th century 
and in its different stages until it became 
the epicenter of the metropolis. Finally, 
the new forms, strategies and guidelines 
of contemporary collective spaces are 
highlighted, which have created intensities 
and permeabilities across the ground floor 
beyond the parameters of functionalist and 
traditional cities.
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Collection arquia / tesis 44
English / Spanish
Fundación Arquia, 2020
200 pp.
ISBN: 9788412174830
www.fundacion.arquia.com
The PhD thesis entitled Plug-in: Urban 
interfaces in new linear centers: Paulista 
Avenue case study, supervised by Estanislau 
Roca Blanch, was defended at the 
Barcelona School of Architecture (ETSAB) 
on December 19th 2016 with an academic 
committee composed of: Josep Parcerisa 
Bundó (ETSAB-UPC, chairman), João Pedro 
Teixeira de Abreu Costa (Universidade de 
Lisboa) and Amilcar Torrao Filho (Pontifícia 
Universidade Católicade São Paulo). It was 
distinguished with the First Prize in the 
Second Manuel de Solà-Morales European 
Prize 2019, organized by the Barcelona 
Urbanism Laboratory (LUB), whose jury 
was formed by Marcel Smets (chairman), 
Matthew Carmona, Montserrat Nogués 
Teixidor (Fundación Arquia trustee) and José 
González-Cebrián (secretary).
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www.lub.upc.edu/msmprize



with the collaboration of



El Premio Europeo Manuel de Solà-Morales reconoce cada dos años las mejores investigaciones en el campo del urbanismo para la obtención del grado de 

doctor (PhD). D’UR publica en formato monográfico el acta del jurado y los resúmenes de la tesis ganadora, menciones especiales y finalistas. De este modo 

D’UR ofrece una selección de los temas de investigación más relevantes desarrollados en universidades europeas.

Every two years, the Manuel de Solà-Morales European Prize recognizes the best university research in the field of  urbanism carried out 

by a student who has been awarded a PhD. D’UR publishes in monographic format the jury’s report, the abstract of  the winning thesis, 

special mentions and finalists. In this way, D’UR offers a selection of  the most relevant research topics developed in European universities.

El Premi Europeu Manuel de Solà-Morales  reconeix cada dos anys les millors recerques universitàries en el camp de la urbanística per obtenir el grau de 
doctor (PhD). D’UR publica en format monogràfic l’acta de jurat i els resums de la tesi guanyadora, mencions especials i finalistes. D’aquesta manera D’UR 
ofereix una selecció dels temes de recerca més rellevants desenvolupats en universitats europees.
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Departament d’Urbanisme i Ordenació del Territori
UNIVERSITAT POLITÈCNICA DE CATALUNYA

Escola Tècnica Superior  
d’Arquitectura de Barcelona

With the collaboration of:

Wim Wambecq,  
Forest urbanism in the dispersed Flemish territory 
PhD Thesis, 2019.
Winner of the Third Manuel de Solà-Morales European Prize 2021

 

Laboratori       d’Urbanisme de BarcelonaLaboratori       d’Urbanisme de Barcelona

Every two years, the Manuel de Solà-Morales 
European Prize recognizes the best 
university research in the field of urbanism 
carried out by a student granted a PhD.
The award honours the memory of professor 
in urbanism, and architect, Manuel de 
Solà-Morales Rubió (1939-2012), who 
understood his subject as a creative and 
intellectual activity, committed to improving 
cities through what he called «persistent 
research».
Candidates can present any doctoral thesis 
that has urbanism as the object of the 
candidate's research. The thesis must have 
been written in a European language and 
must have been presented in a European 
university between 1st January 2016 and 31st 
December 2019. It should also have 
obtained the maximum mark (cum laude or 
similar).
The award is an academic initiative of the 
Barcelona School of Architecture (ETSAB) at 
the Polytechnic University of Catalonia 
(UPC) where he taught for more than forty 
years. The Barcelona Urbanism Laboratory 
(LUB) which he founded in 1969, organizes, 
oversees and facilitates the development of 
the award and the maximum dissemination 
of the works which receive it.

El Premio Europeo Manuel de Solà-Morales 
reconoce cada dos años las mejores 
investigaciones universitarias en el campo 
de la urbanística para obtener el título de 
doctor (PhD).
El premio honra la memoria del profesor y 
arquitecto Manuel de Solà-Morales i Rubió 
(1939-2012) que fue maestro en el 
urbanismo entendido como actividad 
intelectual y creativa, comprometida con la 
mejora de las ciudades a través de lo que él 
llamaba «una búsqueda insistente».
Podrán presentarse todas aquellas tesis 
doctorales que tienen el urbanismo como 
objeto de su investigación, presentadas en 
una universidad y lengua europea entre el 1 
de enero de 2016 y el 31 de diciembre de 
2019 y que hayan obtenido una nota 
máxima (cum laude o similar). 
El premio es una iniciativa académica de la 
Escola Tècnica Superior d’Arquitectura de 
Barcelona (ETSAB) de la Universitat 
Politècnica de Catalunya (UPC) donde 
impartió docencia durante más de cuarenta 
años. El Laboratori d’Urbanisme de 
Barcelona (LUB) que él fundó en 1968, 
asume la organización, vela por el desarrollo 
del premio y facilita la máxima difusión de 
los trabajos galardonados.

El Premi Europeu Manuel de Solà-Morales 
reconeix cada dos anys les millors recerques 
universitàries en el camp de la urbanística 
per obtenir el grau de doctor (PhD). 
El premi honora la memòria del professor i 
arquitecte Manuel de Solà-Morales i Rubió 
(1939- 2012) que va ser mestre en 
l’urbanisme entès com una activitat 
intel·lectual i creativa, compromesa amb la 
millora de les ciutats a través del que ell 
anomenava «una recerca insistent».
Podran presentar-s’hi aquelles tesis 
doctorals que tenen l’urbanisme com a fons 
de la seva recerca, presentades en una 
universitat i llengua europea entre l’1 de 
gener de 2016 i el 31 de desembre de 
2019 i que han obtingut una 
nota màxima (cum laude o similar).
El Premi Manuel de Solà-Morales és una 
iniciativa acadèmica de l’Escola Tècnica 
Superior d’Arquitectura de Barcelona de la 
Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya on va 
impartir docència més de quaranta anys. El 
Laboratori d’Urbanisme de Barcelona que 
ell va fundar l’any 1968 assumeix 
l’organització, vetlla pel desenvolupament 
del premi i facilita la màxima difusió dels 
treballs guardonats.

www.lub.upc.edu/msmprize
@lub_upc

Departament
d’Urbanisme i
Ordenació del
Territori DUOT

Every two years, the Manuel de Solà-Morales 
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university research in the field of urbanism 
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