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Abstract

With gradually development of people’s behavior patterns, people’s demand for 
markets has changed. Market is not only a place where people gather for commodity 
exchange, but a space for living and social interaction. The market has gradually 
become the center of daily life. However, most of China’s urban renewal has forgotten 
the essence of urban life, neglected the response to people’s ordinary life, weakened 
the inclusion of space of different nature.

The main purpose of this paper is to take the market as the research object and reflect 
on the current marketplace. In this context, the hypothesis has been developed: the 
market is the mixed-use complex in the city, where people’s daily activities develop. By 
reflecting the phenomenon of the market transformation in China, this study explores 
how the market can be developed into a public space by promenade. In addition, 
promenade provides us with a way to think about architecture and city, which starts 
from people’s perception and creates new possibilities for the city in a local rather 
than a whole way.

In this paper, I explore the role of the promenade street and how it can be applied 
to the market, taking special emphasis on how promenade can create a transition 
space for the contemporary life. Finally, This market project aims to create a market 
complex, which integrates people’s daily needs and combines different kinds of 
activities and space.

Keywords : promenade; market transformation; mixed-use
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Fig.1.1 Spontaneous marketplaces on both sides of the river. China. H.Arthur Blacke. Drawn by Mortimer Menpes 1 Watson, Sophie. “The magic of the marketplace: Sociality in a neglected public space.” Urban Studies 46.8 (2009): 1577-1591.

The market is an important witness to the development of Chinese society and an iconic representation of urban 
publicness in every period. During the development of society, the construction sites, service targets and activities 
in markets have undergone significant transformations. From not being considered part of the city in the begin-
ning, the market has gradually developed into places for people to gather and carry out social activities, places for 
people to communicate socially, and prototypes of urban cultural squares. As time passed, the market form could 
no longer meet the needs of people’s activities, and many market transformations took place as a result. 

First, this chapter introduces the origin and development of markets in China in a chronological context. Next, 
the chapter summarizes the two main models of modern Chinese markets and introduces the common ways and 
means of market transformation in the wave of market transformation that emerged in China, and analyzes their 
advantages and disadvantages. In the next section, the article introduces the market in Xi’an, China and discusses 
the main dilemmas faced by the market using the Jianguomen Market as an example. This chapter concludes by 
proposing a future vision for the transformation of markets, namely, that market transformation should take into 
account the daily activities in and around the market, and that the market should exist as a mixed-use combination 
of buying and selling activities and daily behavioral activities.

“ Markets represented a significant public and social space for different groups in the 
locality as a site for vibrant social encounters, for social inclusion and the care of oth-
ers, for rubbing along and for mediating differences.” 1
                                  
                                                                                                                          (Sophie Watson)
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Fig.1.2 Eastern Han Dynasty tomb chamber mural painting “Ningcheng Tu” (copy). A square space enclosed by a hipped corridor is shown in the 
upper right corner of the Eastern Han Dynasty tomb room wall painting “Ningcheng Tu” (copy), with the words “宁城中” written on it, indicat-
ing the location and form of the “market”. Two people are painted in the upper and lower corners outside the “market”, probably representing 
the officials who managed the market

1.1 TRADITIONAL MARKETS IN CHINA
CHAPTER 1: ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF MARKETS IN CHINA

The development of markets is an important witness to the development of Chinese society and reflects the 
changing morphology of China’s urban public space. The development of traditional Chinese markets is divided 
into five important historical periods based on the relationship between markets and cities.

The first historical period is from the primitive clan tribes to the late of The Xia Dynasty (-B.C. 1600). At this stage, 
The market is based on barter and has not yet taken shape. These “market” was located between the city and the 
town, and the market and the city showed a separate spatial layout. The second historical period is from The Xia 

Fig.1.3 Market on the street. Along the River During the Qingming Festival. Drawn by ZHANG Zeduan. It is a testimony to the prosperity of Bianjing, the capital city of the 
Northern Song Dynasty, and a portrait of the market and economic situation in the city streets of the Northern Song Dynasty.
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Fig.1.4 Changing forms of the market. Drawn by author. A from the primitive clan tribes to the late of The Xia Dynasty (-B.C. 1600); B from The Xia 
Dynasty to the Spring and Autumn Period (B.C. 1600- B.C. 770); C from the Spring and Autumn Period to the Tang Dynasty(B.C. 770-618); D Tang 
Dynasty(618- 907); E from the Song Dynasty to now(960-)

Dynasty to the Spring and Autumn Period (B.C. 1600- B.C. 770). The market began to enter the 
inner city which broke the original spatial structure of the city, and the market began to become 
part of the urban space. As a result, the prototype of the market was established and spatial re-
lationship with the public space of the city was initially created. The market model dominated by 
economy was gradually replaced by the market model dominated by feudal rule, and the market 
began to gradually transform into a closed market of “Li-Fang” neighborhood.

In the third stage of the market development, from the Spring and Autumn Period to the Tang 

Dynasty(B.C. 770-618). The market was separated from the urban residential and public space in 
the form of closed units. Under the feudal rule of China, an enclosed and centralized market sys-
tem was formed. Most of the markets at this time had time, space and class restrictions. Most of 
the markets were located in designated commercial areas, and non-commercial areas were not al-
lowed to have stores. The markets for the royalty and the ruling class were located behind the pal-
ace; the markets for the people were divided according to the type of goods, and the same goods 
were concentrated in a row in a specified site. In terms of time, “the market was mainly for the 
people on the day shift; the market was mainly for the merchants on the morning; and the market 
was mainly for the peddlers and women on the evening.”2 The Eastern Han Dynasty tomb chamber 
mural painting “Ningcheng Tu” clearly depicts for us the closed market form of the time(Fig.1.2) .

To the Tang Dynasty(618- 907), although the market is still enclosed by walls, but there has been 
a tendency to change to the city’s public activity center. The market began to possess public at-
tributes and gradually moved into the public domain. In the late Tang Dynasty, a large number of 
cities developed by commerce, the trading activities became one of the main drivers of urban de-
velopment. The influence of politics on the market gradually declined. The market began to break 
through the fences and extend into the streets. Therefore, Tang Dynasty became an important 
time node for public activities to enter the market.

The fifth stage started from the Song Dynasty, and this deformation of the market still exists in 
contemporary China(960-). The closed market unit was totally broken, and the market was set up 
according to the street, becoming an important place for residents’ activities. With the further de-
velopment of the economy, the centralized “point” market became a “line” market, and the mar-
ket began to spread along the streets. In the Northern Song Dynasty, “Along the River During the 
Qingming Festival”(Fig.1.3) drawn by Zhang Zeduan depicts a prosperous urban scene in streets 
and lanes. The traditional bazaar formed by the Northern Song Dynasty became the prototype of 
modern farmers’ markets and street markets.

A

D

B

E

C

2 Li Lanhao. Study on spatial environment renewal and transformation of farmers’ retail market in Mingcheng District, Xi’an[D]. Shaanxi:Xi’an Uni-
versity of Architecture and Technology, 2017. doi:10.7666/d.D01302125.
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Fig.1.5 Interior view of the supermarket.
Fig.1.6 Farmers’ markets and street markets.
 

1.2 SUPERMARKET AND MARKETPLACE TRANSFORMATION

Supermarket 

Street market + Farmer’s market

CHAPTER1: ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF MARKETS IN CHINA

With the development of the market, the traditional market began to change and develop in two 
directions. One is the supermarket, and the other is a combined form of farmers’ market mainly, 
supplemented by street bazaar.

Supermarkets first emerged in the United States and then in China in the 1880s. Most of the 
supermarkets were transformed from the original food and vegetable markets with the support 
of the government. But its real development came around 1990,during which time A wave of 
supermarket construction swept the country. Despite the popularity of supermarkets, this de-
velopment is going against the needs of public places. The supermarket is dominated by an elite 
consumption model, in which People in supermarkets only engage in buying and selling activities 
with a clear purpose. Spatially, the supermarket is a consolidation and beautification of the tra-
ditional market space. It is free from the “mess” and it also becomes part of the shopping center, 
with the surrounding space occupied by parking lots or roads.(Fig.1.5) Socially, the supermarket is 
a regression of publicness. The explicitly commercial nature of the space limits the types of activi-
ties people can do, and the public nature of the space is reduced to some extent.

The combination form of mainly farmers’ markets, supplemented by street fairs is based on the 
natural development of traditional markets with less involvement of government departments. 
Farmers’ markets are generally located around residential areas, in the form of streets, stores 
along the streets and specific buildings, with a high degree of mobility.(Fig.1.6) In traditional mar-
kets, the space is dominated by public attributes. They provide the function of market trade, 
and also encourage other daily activities. Therefore, the market carries the daily activities of the 
residents in addition to carrying buying and selling interactions also long.

Although traditional street markets and farmers’ markets are very dynamic, they are prone to 
chaos and are not conducive to the construction of the “urban landscape”. In China’s old city 
renovation, street markets are constantly being rectified and then slowly disappearing because 
of outdated infrastructure, single profit model, difficulty in expanding the scale of operation, low 
operating profit, and dirty and messy reasons and  the sales activities of street vendors that take 
place around the markets or along the streets are constantly being driven away by managers. The 
government “upgraded” more and more street markets into clean farmers’ markets or supermar-
kets, ignoring the needs of the residents and converting living places into trading facilities. and  
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too many streets have lost their original flavour as a result of renovation, and what could bring 
vitality to the city is disappearing little by little. Under the conditions of high density in the city 
center, the disappearance of the traditional market has led to the disappearance of the street life 
that was dependent on the market, and the lack of public space for activities has left residents 
with nowhere to go.

Faced with this shrinking public space in the market, since 2017, architects have started to reno-
vate the traditional market and seek a new direction for the market in China. The renovation 
started with the  Taiwan Shidong Market in 2017, where 35 designers were invited to collectively 
plan and design the food market, which immediately made Shidong Market an internet hit. After 
that, the government launched a new round of “vegetable basket” policy in 2010 to promote a 
number of cities to renovate wholesale markets and accelerate the upgrading of markets. Since 
then, Shidong Market has become a successful model that can be copied, and all major first- 
and second-tier cities in China have seen the hot wind of renovating and upgrading vegetable 
markets. The direction of market renovation is basically based on the transformation method of 
Shidong market as a starting point. Summing up the transformation cases of Chinese markets, the 
transformation method mainly focus on decorative renewal and Functional extension.

The replacement of the selling area or the renewal of the building façade makes the market visu-
ally clean, neat and modern, such as the decoration of Yongnian market in China(Fig.1.7). The new 
functional implantation makes the market a commercial building with dining, vending and retail 
functions(Fig.1.8). However, these two approaches do not reshape the relationship between the 
market and the urban public space, the original building layout is retained, and the market still 
only carries the function of buying and selling. Some of the markets have seen rent increases due 
to the renewal, and even vacant stalls and declining customer flowing.

Fig.1.7 Yongnian Food Market, Julu Foods Group / Roarc Renew
Fig.1.8 People eating in the Shuangta Market
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1.3 MARKETS IN XIAN CITY CENTER, CHINA
CHAPTER1: ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF MARKETS IN CHINA

It is clear that the need for the development of urban public space creates a paradox with the trend 
towards market development. The regulated market excludes everyday activities, while we need to 
make room for our daily. Here, we use the market in Xi’an as an example of the specific problems 
encountered in modern Chinese farmers’ and street markets. It also introduces the background of 
my project.

Xi’an is located in Shaanxi province, in the centre of China, and has a history stretching back over a 
thousand years. Its old city(Fig.1.9) has many of the characteristics typical of cities with a long his-
tory. Most of the residential buildings are old and dense, with a high proportion of elderly people 
and most retaining a more traditional lifestyle. As in most cities, most of the traditional market 
forms are concentrated within the old city of Xi’an.

In China’s shift from incremental construction to stock upgrading, most of the public buildings in 
the old city are currently being renovated in a major way. Major businesses are located along the 
four central axial streets, while supermarkets in the old city are attached to the major commercial 
areas, starting from the axis of the old city and spreading out in all directions. The supermarkets 
in Xi’an are still in a phase of constant expansion. While farmers’ markets and street markets are 
almost evenly distributed within the old city, with the volume and density of markets rising where 
residential areas are dense. These markets have a service radius of roughly 500-1,000 metres and 
are mostly located within residential areas or grow in the gaps between two residential areas, 
mainly serving the surrounding community.(Fig.1.10) In the morning and evening the market is 
mainly for buying and selling activities, while at other times it is idle or closed and not allowed to 
be used. This is in stark contrast to the surrounding neighborhoods. Since the market is not able 
to perform other functions during leisure time, the elderly often have to squeeze in daily activities 
such as haircutting, walking, and singing in the high-density neighborhood.(Fig.1.11)

In terms of the city scale, supermarkets and farmers’ markets complement each other and meet 
the needs of different types of people, but the gradual expansion of regulated markets has also 
led to the disappearance of previously traditional markets and spontaneous activities, resulting in 
the gradual compression of public space. The diversion of markets and supermarkets has led to a 
diversion of people as well. Young people tend to prefer clean supermarkets, while older people 
opt for farmers’ markets where food is cheaper. The different tendencies have led to a spatial-

Fig.1.9 The old city in Xi’an.
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Fig.1.11 Behavior in or around the residence.
 

Fig.1.10 Interior view of the supermarket.
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Fig.1.12 Market Surroundings. 
 

Market

Residence

Storage

Office City wall

Retail

Commerce

Fig.1.13 Inside the Jianguomen Market

Fig.1.15 Spontaneous markets along the cith wall.

Fig.1.14 Top view of Jianguomen Market

Fig.1.16 Venders in Jianguomen Market
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Fig.1.17 Overview of the Jianguo Men Market.

geographical divergence of people, resulting in the marginalization of the farmers’ market as a 
spatial type and its gradual replacement by the formal market.

Focusing on a typical market in Xi’an, Jianguomen Market, which has the common characteristics 
of traditional markets in Xi’an, I hope to use this opportunity to explore the form of the market and 
explore new paths for its development. The market is located next to the city wall, which brings 
cultural heritage to the city while also separating the residences and market inside the wall from 
the public space outside the wall. The Jianguomen Market is surrounded by high-density residen-
tial neighborhoods and office space. And the market consists of two main parts, a standardised 
and centralised farmers’ market and a spontaneously formed street market, which is also the place 
where many hawkers operate. 

At present there are many problems and conflicts between the market and the surrounding resi-
dential areas. Firstly, the interior of the market is only fully utilized in the morning and evening for 
trading activities, while at other times the building is ‘semi-idle’ and not fully utilized. In contrast to 
the large amount of unused space in the markets, there is little space for activities in the residential 
areas. The high density of buildings in the old city of Xi’an means that the rows and columns of 
housing in the neighborhoods only serve the daily needs of the people, leaving no place for sponta-
neous outdoor activities. The market space is not used to its full potential as a public space, as the 
daily activities of the neighborhood are concentrated in the narrow streets and alleys.

Secondly, only one floor of the market is in use, but people prefer to set up a temporary and simple 
selling system in the vacant square than to extend the market upwards. Since the market has not 
been adapted for spontaneous selling activities, the spontaneous activities that have been created 
often lead to traffic jams and disruptions in the flow of traffic. Meanwhile, the defined vending ar-
eas reduce the homogeneity of the vending range, leaving the vendors, residents and the govern-
ment in a three-way confrontation, and thus the public nature of the market is dissolved.

Therefore, Jianguomen Market needs to continue to be transformed to accommodate both the 
selling activities and the spontaneous public life of the people, transforming the marginalized sell-
ing space into a mainstream public living space. We hope to propose a new model of mixed use 
of space that allows the market to be fully utilized in both time and space, ultimately forming a 
continuum of public life and offering more possibilities for living.
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1.4 MARKET AS AN URBAN COMPLEX
CHAPTER1: ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF MARKETS IN CHINA

Sophie Watson has said, “Once in the marketplace, socialising can form a continuum of limited 
contact in many different ways - from exchanging glances or mutual recognition to ‘thick’ con-
tact - which can involve specific interactions or conversations - with many different possibilities 
in between.”3 If we want to promote this type of socialization and build the public nature of the 
market, we cannot limit ourselves to a single function of buying and selling. It is the more diverse 
functions and more variety of spaces that can make it an urban complex and thus activate the 
urban public space.

In the Inca Public Market by Carles Muro, they have succeeded in building an urban complex to 
make the market a public space that can serve everyone. Considering the urban nature of the 
market, public space becomes an important starting point for the design. The market is under-
stood as a covered square connected to the surrounding public space. The plaza is connected 
to the roof of the market. The wooden pavement starts at one end of the square and extends 
upwards in the form of a ramp around the square, leaving it semi-enclosed and forming an active 
urban space. The pavement then gradually separates from the ground and transforms into three 
sloping planes that become the roof of the market. 

In addition, the market attempts to obtain as much space for activities as possible and to meet 
the different requirements of the different functional spaces: car park, supermarket, retail shops, 
municipal offices and public market. The most open market and public spaces are all located at 
ground level, and they are integrated with the surrounding roads to give the market a higher 
degree of openness. Other functions such as offices are located above the market to form a good 
line of sight relationship with the public space.

Fig.1.18 Overview of INCA PUBLIC MARKET. Project by CARLES MURO 3 Watson, Sophie. “The magic of the marketplace: Sociality in a neglected public space.” Urban Studies 46.8 (2009): 1577-1591.
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Fig.1.19 INCA PUBLIC MARKET. Project by CARLES MURO

Cover

Offices

Market and public space

Parking access

Parking

In the market, the overall framework of the building constructed by the ramp provides the place 
where various functions and spontaneously generated activities can occur, making the market a 
generator of urban publicness. It follows that the ability of a market to provide different kinds of 
space for a wide variety of public activities becomes one of the important criteria for whether it 
can assume the public function. A market can only bring vitality to the area in which it is located 
if it exists as an urban complex, or as a mini-city.
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Fig.2.1 Villa Savoy. Project by Le Corbusier 4 Flora Samuel. Le Corbusier And The Architectural Promenade. Birkhäuser. 2010.

Since Le Corbusier, the promenade has become one of the important criteria for evaluating modern architectural 
design. The promenade begins to dominate architectural design, becoming a mediating element to connect dif-
ferent spaces and a structure to organize spaces of different nature, providing a freer spatial layout and a unique 
sensory experience. 

This chapter first introduces Corbusier’s concept of promenade architecture and presents the characteristics and 
limitations of Corbusier’s promenade concept. Secondly, the second part introduces the influence of the concept 
of folding space on the promenade space. It also takes two buildings of Koolhaas as examples to explore the new 
characteristics that the concept of folding space makes the promenade space present. The third part of the article 
introduces the development of sensory experience on the concept of promenade space. It also takes SANAA as an 
example to explore the perceptual characteristics of the promenade.

“Architecture is experienced as one roams about in it and walks through it …so true 
is this that architectural works can be divided into dead and living ones depending 
on whether the law of ‘roaming through’ has not been observed or whether on the 
contrary it has been brilliantly obeyed.”4 
                                  
                                                                                                                            (Le Corbusier)
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CHAPTER2 : STREET PROMENADE IN ARCHITECTURE
2.1 PROMENADE AS THREE-DIMENSIONAL PERMEABLE SPACE

In the Villa Savoy, Le Corbusier first used the concept of “Promenade”, adding the thought of 
space movement to the architectural design, and formed his spatial theory of “Architectural 
Promenade”. Before discussing the concept of promenade, we have to mention the “Domino” 
system proposed by Le Corbusier. If Mies’ German Pavilion provides a successful example of flow-
ing space in a flat direction, then Corbusier’s “Domino” system provides an opportunity to think 
about flowing space in a three-dimensional direction. 5 

The “Domino” system is a model of a reinforced concrete frame proposed by Corbusier in 1914. A 
perspective view of the “Domino” system shows a structural system of columns supporting a floor 
slab, and a free plane composed of flexible partitions.(Fig.2.2) Such a system allows the space 
originally divided by walls and floor slabs to be freely opened and closed, and the space takes on 
a holistic character in three dimensions, which provides the basis for Corbusier’s “Architectural 
Promenade”.

The “Architectural Promenade” brings two main characteristics to the building. The first is the 
continuity of space. The promenade space breaks down both the horizontal internal and external 
boundaries of the building and the vertical boundaries. The second is the sequential nature of the 
walk, which presupposes a route for people to follow, and a fixed direction of travel that gives the 
building a specific narrative sequence.

Located in a natural environment of 48,600 square meters, the Savoy’s first problem was how to 
integrate the building with its surroundings. Le Corbusier left a large amount of “blank” space be-
tween the entrance to the base and the building as an ambush into the Savoy villa. Walking along 
the south side of the site’s rough stone wall, the entrance bends to the left, passing through the 
gatekeeper’s space and into a small, wooded, enclosed space, following a gravel path that leads 
one into a large, open lawn, with two parallel paths guiding the way, at the end of which stands 
the white of the noble Villa Savoy residence and the surrounding greenery, with the ground floor 
elevated to make the practice The ground floor is elevated so that the practice opens up to the 
distant junction of ground and green, and the architecture is merely a transitional space between 
nature and nature. 6 It is clear that Corbusier extends the starting point of the architectural pr-
meenade to the entrance of the site, and the natural landscape is incorporated into the order of 

Fig.2.2 Perspective view of the “Domino” system
Fig.2.3 Section and plan of the “promenade“ in Villa Savoy. Project by Le Corbusier.

Entrance Roof

5 Shen Xin. Contemporary Expression of Architectural Walking Space [D]. Hunan:Hunan University,2012
6 Han Shuang. The spatial characteristics of “architectural walk”--from Villa Savoy to contemporary architectural design[J]. Architecture and Cul-
ture,2018(5):62-63. doi:10.3969/j.issn.1672-4909.2018.05.019.
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the “promenade space”. 

When people come to the interior of the building, the interior ramp connects all the spaces of 
the building together, dissolving the restrictions between floors, and breaking the boundaries 
of the building through the elevated space on the ground floor, the long glass windows on the 
walkway and the roof garden on the 3rd floor, and resulting in interpenetration of the interior 
and exterior spaces. In Villa Savoy, the curved wall as the entrance to the space on the ground 
floor, the semi-enclosed terrace on the second floor, and the roof garden on the third floor serve 
as three nodes for strolling, allowing people to experience the whole building according to the 
architectural vision. This also allows people to enter into the walking sequence that Corbusier has 
predetermined for us as soon as they enter the site.

In general, under Corbusier’s concept of “Architectural Promenade”, the ramp serves as a trans-
portation space to connect different spaces and enriches the experience and perception of people 
in the building. It not only breaks the vertical floor stratification, but also emphasizes the element 
of time, which frees the building from the classical “static view” and constructs a dynamic shift 
of viewpoints within the building. The ramp has a dual semantic meaning of function and experi-
ence. But this rambling space also has its own limitations. The rationality and order it brings to 
the building provides continuity and sequence, but at the same time it reduces the possibility of 
exploring the building, and the user can get bored by following a single route.

The promenade space has received a lot of attention since Corbusier proposed it in the Villa 
Savoy, and it has become an important element in the architecture. As the design concept has 
evolved, the idea has not only stopped at Corbusier’s interpretation of the architectural prom-
enade, but the connotation of the ramp has also evolved. More open functional requirements 
mean more free interior space and more possibilities for ramps. With the diversified develop-
ment of architecture, the function and form of the ramp were gradually expanded, and it is not 
only a “track” to guide people’s tour and experience in the architecture. Ramps are widely used 
in public architecture species, which are divided into seven main forms in terms of morphology: 
spiral, folding, double spiral, semi-enclosed, enclosed, curved, and scissor-like.(Fig.2.4) Among 
these seven prototypes, folding concept and the arc-shaped ramp brought by the experiential 
architecture have greatly promoted the development of the ramp concept and become two new 
paradigms for rambling, which I will discuss in detail in the following two sections.

PerspectiveSectionPlan

Fig.2.4 Promenade typology.
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Fig.2.6 The Netherlands Embassy. Project by Koolhass.

Fig.2.5 Guernica. Picasso.

CHAPTER3 : STREET PROMENADE IN ARCHITECTURE
3.2 FOLDING SPACE: A WAY TO CREATE BLURRED SPACE

The concept of folding first appeared in the realm of painting, a completely different artistic ap-
proach that shaped Picasso’s late Cubist style. During the Cubist period, Picasso pursued forms 
of fragmentation, resolution, and recombination in painting to form separated images, using the 
form of many combined pieces to represent a particular space. 7 He brought the concept of fold-
ing into full play in two-dimensional space. In his work Guernica(Fig.2.5), Picasso reproduces dif-
ferent times, spaces and scenes in the same picture through a mixture of folding, interpolation 
and collage techniques. The two-dimensional image contains a temporal vein and a multidimen-
sional spatial system.

The concept of folding has changed from painting to architecture, and two-dimensional to three-
dimensional. In Visions Unfolding: Architecture in the age of Electronic Media, Peter Eisenman 

7 Gu Peng. Research on the design strategy of folding in modern architecture[D]. Jiangsu:Southeast University,2018.
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Fig.2.7 Plan and section of the promenade in The Netherlands Embassy. Project by Koolhass.

8 Eisenman, Peter. "Visions unfolding: architecture in the age of electronic media." (1992).

argues that Gil Deleuze proposes a possibility of expressing views through continuity and folds, and that folding 
space expresses ideas about vertical and horizontal, the Folded space expresses a new relationship between verti-
cal and horizontal, building and site, interior and exterior, overturning all traditional structural visions. Folding ar-
chitecture denies the frame structure that has always been in place and begins to favor a temporary and changing 
adaptation, where the building is no longer a projection of a plane, but a variable curvature that does not contain 
narratives, linear sequences, etc.8 In general, the folding architecture breaks the original framework of spatial 
architecture, leaving all elements of the building in a state of ambiguity, thus creating a new form of architecture. 

The concept of folding is a significant development of the wandering space, which puts the building in a complex, 
ambiguous and fluid state. It makes the promenade architecture divided into two main directions of development, 
one is the continuous folding space, and the other is folding plate sheet itself.

The continuous folding space usually produces a spiral architectural structure, which is relatively homogeneous 
and highly directional in form. In the project The Netherlands Embassy in Berlin, the most noticeable elements 

is the ramp from the first floor to the top. The continuous ramp running through eight floors 
establishes and guides indoor space. It spirals upwards, creating an open and equal space, instead 
of being a symbol of rights like stairs and corridors. A 200-meter-long building "path" twists and 
turns in the small "city" of the Netherlands Embassy, stretching all the way from the bottom to 
the top. Programs of the building are orderly arranged in this space. Visitors can casually visit 
the entire building as long as they stroll along this corridor, from the entrance hall to the library, 
to the conference room, through many offices, to the gym, and finally to the dining room on 
the top floor. When walking on the path, we are more likely to explore the city in the building. 
the “promenade” not only build connection between programs but also communicate with an 
outside street. It is the ramp path makes use of and strengthens the connection with adjacent 
buildings, spree river, TV tower, park and the enclosure of embassy residential area. In this way, 
promenade path is the folding of the city street, and the architecture ican be seen as a mini-city.

Folded space though folding the sheet is well represented in Koolhaas’ Jussieu library.(Fig.2.6) 
Through the functional combination of stairs, ramps and floor slabs, the building forms a multi-
dimensional continuous path that breaks through the limits of ‘layers’, giving the interior of the 
building a smooth, chaotic tendency to surface as a whole.(Fig.2.7) Koolhaas’ library largely dis-
solves the interior slabs with ramps, breaking down the vertical spatial interval and replacing the 
traditional architectural elements with a ramped space composed of people’s movement paths. 
The space inside the building changes from static to dynamic, from intermittent to continuous. 
The static space is separated from the dynamic space but not divided, flowing and continuous. 
The ramp no longer appears in the building as a mere traffic structure, but has taken on a more 
multifaceted meaning, becoming a medium for public space. The ramp is not predetermined for 
a specific architectural function, and this blurred definition instead facilitates a more flexible use 
of space and the creation of more spontaneous activities.

The concept of folding brings new possibilities for promenade, which makes the orderliness in 
Corbusier’s strolling concept weaker and emphasizes more on the free space and the relation-
ship between architecture and the city, and the promenade space starts to become an urban-like 
space. The folding approach is more attributed to the western rationalism, and it mostly starts 
from the potential logic, unlike the Japanese SANAA, which develops the stroll architecture in 
another direction.
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Fig.2.8 Jussieu library. Project by Koolhass. Fig.2.9 Folding method of Jussieu library. Project by Koolhass.
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Fig.2.11 Indoor of SANAA´S Rolex Learning Center EPFL

10 Architecture as a context for human relationships - An interview with Kazushi Seijima. http: //www.wuald.com/meidao/ztleft2.html, 2021-06-25

Fig.2.10 Overview of SANAA´S Rolex Learning Center EPFL

9 Kurokawa. Eight Aesthetic Consciousnesses in Japan [M]. Hebei: Hebei Art Publishing House, 2014: 28.

Japanese architecture is generally influenced by the Japanese aesthetic consciousness and con-
tains the unique flavor of Japanese culture. Masayuki Kurokawa, in “The Eight Aesthetic Con-
sciousnesses of Japan,” proposed eight Japanese aesthetic keywords, among which “秘” best de-
scribes the architectural philosophy of SANAA. “秘” is “a tool that can influence people’s hearts, 
stimulate rich imagination, and promote a state worthy of expectation. Retreating and seeking 
advancement, concealing and seeking knowledge, silence and seeking solution are all the results 
of reverse thinking.”9 Translating this aesthetic concept into architecture is the space of ambiguity. 
The blurred boundaries and hazy space both make SANAA extend the promenade architectural  
space to a new direction.

SANAA has said:“I think that in the space, there are a lot of activities, there are young people 

in love, there are children playing, there are old people communicating and so on. I think of 
architectural design as a place, as a place where people meet, and my starting point is the com-
munication and meeting of people, so that architecture enters into a kind of action of people.”10 
It is obvious that people’s experience is the starting point of SANAA’s design. How people feel the 
environment, how they feel the building, and how they feel the people become the most impor-
tant factors in SANAA’s promenade architecture. As a result, another paradigm of promenade 
architecture was developed based on sensory perception.

In the Rolex Learning Center EPFL project, the concept of an experiential strolling space in Seijima 
is fully realized. The building is located in the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, which is 
responsible for the functions of library, multi-purpose hall, restaurant and bookstore. In the face 

CHAPTER3 : STREET PROMENADE IN ARCHITECTURE
2.3 SENSORY PERCEPTION: A WAY TO EXPERIENCE BUILDING
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of these highly open functional spaces, Seijima borrowed the characteristics of the ambiguous space created by the 
strolling space and integrated the functions into it, creating an experiential and strongly permeable strolling space. 
The building itself has a curved form, and the building itself is the strolling space itself. The curved ramp with a 
small curvature does not affect the use of functions, but brings different spatial experiences in each place. As 
Nishizawa Tachibe says, “Human activity cannot be only linear, as in a train, but in a more organic and arc-shaped 
way. With the help of straight lines, we can only create crossroads, but with the help of arcs, we can create a 
greater diversity of interactions”11

Through the extension of the ramp and the treatment of the building boundary, the horizontal and vertical bound-
aries of the building are dissolved, and people are no longer indifferent to the direction, nor to the inside and out-
side. The combination of the infinitely extended curved ramp and the transparent building façade creates a broad 
view. People feel as if they are walking in the nature. The multi-directional, non-definitive space that begins with 
the human experience is the main feature of SANAA’s wandering architecture.

Fig.2.12 Section analysis of SANAA´S Rolex Learning Center EPFL. Redrawn by author.

11 Jin, Xiao Lei,SANAA, so that people can not say no. http: //www.21cbh.com/HTML/2010.4.2/2MMDAwMDE3MTl2Mw_2.html,2021.06.25
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A TRANSITION SPACE 
FOR MIXED-USE

03

3.1 City. Shared interfaces: urban-like spaces

3.2 Architecture. Functional penetration: blurred spatial boundaries

3.3 People.Stereoscopic perception: A multi-dimensional spatial experience
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The various transitional spaces in the city can be seen as spatial and behavioral extensions of ar-
chitectural space into urban space, or as spontaneous spaces that extend out of formal space. For 
a city, the highest degree of functional mix can also be seen as a kind of grey space, an ambiguous 
space between architectural space and external urban space or other architectural spaces, show-
ing a dialogical relationship and permeability between spaces. In order to create a highly dynamic 
city, boundary spaces become an important consideration. The usable area, form and materials of 
the interface between the boundary space and the city or building become important factors in 
the occurrence of informal spaces. As Kisho Kurokawa said, the intermediate sphere makes pos-
sible a dualism, a common principle between opposing sides, a common understanding, where 
there are no clear and unambiguous boundaries and where the interior and exterior interpen-
etrate. 

The strolling space creates a positive urban interface by creating spaces for traffic and public ac-
tivities at the boundaries of the building, making the building more friendly to people and reduc-
ing the sense of distance between the building and the people who use it. Strolls form spaces that 
people share and cannot be precisely defined as architectural or urban spaces. This ambiguous 
nature promotes a wide variety of spontaneous activities for people, resulting in a high degree of 
mixing of activities in the city.

Here, with the case of FOA’s Meydan - Umraniye Retail Complex & Multiplex, we explore how 
strolling spaces can create active urban-like spaces in architecture.

Fig.3.1 Overview of Meydan - Umraniye Retail Complex & Multiplex. Project by FOA.

CHAPTER3 : A TRANSITION SPACE FOR MIXED-USE
3.1 CITY. SHARED INTERFACES: URBAN-LIKE SPACES
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The meydan retail complex and multiplex combines the city and architecture spaces through a 
ground level promenade, not only as an efficient retail complex but also as an urban centre in one 
of the fastest growing areas of Istanbul. Through its geometry and circulation strategy, the meydan 
complex is expected to blend into the dense city centre environment, with huge outdoor spaces 
offering the possibility of spontaneous activities for the crowd.

Fig.3.2 The boundary in the Meydan - Umraniye Retail Complex & Multiplex. Project by FOA.

Fig.3.3 Square extending from the ground to the roof. Meydan - Umraniye Retail Complex & Multiplex. Project by FOA. Drawn by author.

Fig.3.4 Places where formal and informal spaces take place. Meydan - Umraniye Retail Complex & Multiplex. Project by FOA. Drawn by author.

In addition to the large central plaza and the five main roads in the Umraniye Retail Complex & 
Multiplex, the large green roof area acts as a flexible boundary between the building and the 
city. The vegetated roof is extended from the building and can be accessed from the wider urban 
environment via two new routes across the roofscape. Not only is the openness of the building 
enhanced, but also the urban-like spaces of the building is increased. The vegetated roof maxi-
mises natural shade and creates a windbreak, regulating the local climate and creating a physical 
environment in which can assist in regulating urban climate space.
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Fig.3.6 Diagram of Meydan - Umraniye Retail Complex & Multiplex. Project by FOA. Drawn by author.

The geometric blocks allow the five trails to be zigzagged. The folding walkway provides dif-
ferent spatial nodes while providing a more flexible space as urban boundary. Combined with 
the outward extension of the roof, the folding walkway provides a large amount of ambiguous 
space at the building boundary, leaving plenty of room for people to stop. In the vertical direc-
tion, the roof also forms a zigzag walkway, which also extends people’s activities in a three-
dimensional direction.

Fig.3.5 Diagram of Meydan - Umraniye Retail Complex & Multiplex. Project by FOA. Drawn by author.

The walkway is the skeleton of the building. The building volume is broken up by five paths that 
extend outwards from the central square, dividing the main body of the building into four main 
sections. This gives the building more contact with the urban environment and the possibility to 
interact with the people who come and go. Some of the building’s walkways also extend to the 
roof, allowing the top surface of the building to be used by people and providing more possibili-
ties for different urban spontaneous  activities to take place.
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Fig.3.7 Axel Springer Campus. Project by BIG

CHAPTER3 : A TRANSITION SPACE FOR MIXED-USE
3.2 ARCHITECTURE. FUNCTIONAL PENETRATION: BLURRED SPATIAL BOUNDARIES

For buildings, the spatial uncertainty of ramps brings about the blurring of functional boundaries. 
There are mainly two ways, one is the blurring of physical space boundary and the other is the 
blurring on the temporal boundary of space use.

The blurring of physical space boundary mainly refers to the inter-view and permeability rela-
tionship between functions. Modern public buildings carry different functional spaces, such as 
catering, education, sports, buying and selling, and so on. Each functional space will weaken the 
public attribute of the building if it exists independently and forms an isolated spatial unit. Only 
through continuous functional penetration and line of sight communication between different 
spaces can the public attributes of the building be maximized. The blurred spatial properties of 
strolling space make such functional penetration possible.

Secondly, the blurring of temporal boundaries mainly refers to the fact that different activities 
can be carried out simultaneously within the same period of time. This requires spaces that can 
accommodate a wide range of spontaneous activities to a large extent. If the space can only carry 
a single function at a specific time, its publicness will also be limited and the building will lose its 
vitality. Therefore, how to make the space mix in time and space through the ramp determines 
the vitality of the building and the city.

The ability to break down boundaries is particularly important in high-density urban spaces, and 
the Axel Springer Campus provides a prime example of a building in a high-density environment 
that successfully uses ramps as a solution to high-density cities, blurring the boundaries of space 
and time so that the building can be fully used.
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Fig.3.8 Axel Springer Campus. Project by BIG

Ascending pathRoof pathRequired programs

On an urban level, the building is located on a historic site on the border between western and eastern Berlin, and 
the building needs to unify the different surroundings into a new vibrant urban centre and breathe life into the site. 
For the building itself, it is important that the building not only doubles the working space but also brings together 
a range of new digital media subsidiaries, accommodates a multitude of functions and acts as an incubator for a 
variety of creative activities, so it is important that the building system is flexible and can accommodate varied 
activities or spaces. The promenade circular rising double ramp acts as a framework for the building to integrate 
the various needs. The internal rising ramp brings together in one volume a number of functions that cannot be 
accommodated on a flat surface, and the roof of the building acts as a landscape ramp for the building to integrate 
perfectly with the city. The building’s ramp forms a five-level transition from the building to the city - an internal 
courtyard, a fixed spatial unit, a flexible use of the internal circulation ramp, a view ramp from the building’s roof 
and the urban surroundings. The transition from building to city also provides a place of transition and occurrence 
between formal fixed functions and spontaneous spaces.

Fig.3.9 Ramp space. Axel Springer Campus. Project by BIG

The space on the ramp is a flexible open space. This space can accommodate spontaneous 
creative activities, providing a place for spontaneous  spaces to take place, but can also be 
an extension of the unit spaces. The ramp space is the most dynamic part of the building as 
a transition between the function, nature and interior and exterior of the building.
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Fig.3.10 Axel Springer Campus. Project by BIG

On the inner side of the ramp are two-storey high fixed functional units that provide for-
mal spaces for meetings, classes, offices, etc. The fixed units are connected to the internal 
courtyard on one side and to the ramp on the other. The transition spaces on both sides 
ensure a certain degree of privacy for the functional units and allow for penetration of ac-
tivities, so that the functional spaces and space for spontaneous activities are continuous.

Fig.3.11 Axel Springer Campus. Project by BIG

On the outer side of the ramp and the roof of the building an outdoor landscape ramp is 
formed. In contrast to the internal ramp, the outdoor ramp is more open and serves as an 
interface between the building and the city. The extension of the outdoor ramp increases 
the usable area of the building and the roof becomes an important space for activities. 
This not only provides a more open place for variety of activities to take place, but the 
vegetation also provides a good physical environment for spontaneous activities.
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The courtyard in the center of the building also provides an open place for outdoor activi-
ties to occur. The courtyard inside the building is more intimate than the green ramp on 
the roof. It complements the blurred space of the interior ramp, and together with the 
ramp space, provides a transitional place that is different from the urban space and blurs 
the spatial boundaries.

As a public space, apart from providing functions and places, it is also very important 
for people to feel a pleasant emotional experience in the market. Therefore, we need to 
establish a public cultural atmosphere in the market. The construction of the atmosphere 
mainly depends on the degree of openness of the market and the way the activities are 
carried out in the market. The more open the market is, the more visible the activities are 
and the more people are able to integrate into the market’s atmosphere, making them feel 
a sense of belonging. In Els Encants Market, the architects used the organization of ramps 
and the use of materials to create an active market experience.

Fig.3.12 Axel Springer Campus. Project by BIG

CHAPTER3 : A TRANSITION SPACE FOR MIXED-USE
3.3 PEOPLE. STEREOSCOPIC PERCEPTION: A MULTI-DIMENSIONAL SPATIAL EXPERIENCE

Fig.3.13 Markets in the architecture. Els Encants Market. by b720 Fermín Vázquez Arquitectos.
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Fig.3.14 Promenade plan. Els Encants Market. by b720 Fermín Vázquez Arquitectos.

Flea market Office&ParkingPromenade ramp Ground Floor Plaza

Fig.3.15 Sections. Els Encants Market. Project by b720 Fermín Vázquez Arquitectos. Redrawn by author.
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temporary sales and auctions. The upper level of the market is largely made up of curving ramps 
that allow people to wander from stall to stall as they move up the ramp. The market houses 301 
shops and 9 restaurants, as well as a multi-purpose room on the ground floor for events, seminars 
and exhibitions. As seen in the plan and section, the walkway in the market rises slowly around 
the central square. And the walkway appears in a fully open form in the city. The market and din-
ing functions are spread out on the ramp, and people can stroll or sit down in the market and have 
a visual relationship with the central square, which means that the public activities in the market 
are “transparent”, so the market can build a good atmosphere for activities.

In addition, the mirrored roof of the market reflects the market’s activities. People enter the 
market as if they were in a “market world”. This also creates a dynamic market atmosphere for 
people.

 
 

Fig.3.16 Roof of the market. Els Encants Market. by b720 Fermín Vázquez Arquitectos.

Els Encants Market, a flea market in Barcelona, Spain, is a century-old market that usually 
works outdoors in an informal way. The building base has a height difference of only 8,000 
square meters, while the commercial part is twice the size of the base. In order to avoid 
too many floors going up and down, the flea market takes the form of a ramped walkway 
as the main selling space of the market and is housed in a shiny new skeleton that pro-
motes a sense of commercial and social interaction, creating a good market atmosphere.

The fixed ancillary functions of the market, such as parking offices, are located in the 
ground or semi-ground floor section. The central plaza on the ground floor opens up to 
the city as the main interface with the city and can take on a variety of functions such as 
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4.2 Architectural strategies
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4.1 CONNECTING THE MARKET TO THE CITY
CHARPTER4 MARKET COMPLEX

Fig.4.1. Promenade as the connection between the building and the city. Drawn by author.

The market is located at the junction of several neighbourhoods, and the design aims 
above all to establish a connection between the market and the neighbourhoods and 
the city, so that the building becomes a nucleus of activity for the neighbourhood. The 
relationship between the ramp and the original building determines to a certain extent 
how the building is connected to the city.

There are three main types of ramp based on their relationship to the building. The first 
is a ramp that is attached to the original building, extending the interface between the 
building and the city and creating a space of excess between the building and the city. 
The ramp provides a place for a variety of activities to take place while ensuring the pri-
vacy of the space, allowing informal activities in the city to take place along the building 
interface. The second type of ramp is a direct break with the original architectural pat-
tern, breaking up all or part of a large building mass and integrating the building with the 
city, opening up the interface to allow more of the urban landscape to enter the building 
through the ramp. Finally, in open outdoor spaces, the walkway can act as an elevated 
frame, sheltering or semi-enclosing the space beneath it and opening it up to the city.

In these three ways it is hoped that the market will be opened up to the neighbourhood 
by opening up the market to the neighbourhood and ensuring the privacy of the neigh-
bouring residential pairs.



72 73

The Contemporary Project
MBArch ETSAB UPC
MARKET PROMENADE
RETHINKING MARKET AS A MIX-USED COMPLEX
Student: MAO Hanzhang
2021-2022

The Contemporary Project
MBArch ETSAB UPC
MARKET PROMENADE
RETHINKING MARKET AS A MIX-USED COMPLEX
Student: MAO Hanzhang
2021-2022

Fig.4.2. Current situation of Jianguomen Market.

Main RoadWall

The perimeter of the market is currently walled off so that the main entrances and exits around the market 
are blocked off and no free access is allowed. The surrounding residential properties are also walled off and 
access is only possible from specific locations. This has resulted in a low level of openness, with the market 
only functioning as a market at certain times of the day and the central open space being under-utilised. The 
market loses even more of its potential as a centre of activity for residents.

Fig.4.3  The city wall.

Fig.4.5 The wall around the market.

Fig.4.4 The wall along the main street

Fig.4.6 The wall between the market and the residence.
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Main Road Promenade on first floor First floor outdoor platform

Promenade connected to outdoor plaza and main road on second floor

Wall

Ground floor interface open to the public

The wall around the market opens up the market to the neighbourhood. Neighbouring residents can more 
easily reach the market. The ground floor consists of a square and paths that form a complete promenade 
space. The entrance square to the market is opened on the side facing the city wall, thus responding to the 
old city wall and creating a suitable scale for people.

Fig.4.7. Current situation of Jianguomen Market.

Main entrance

Main RoadWall

Ground floor interface open to the public

Extensive walkways at the junction of the building and the city. Making the building interface a shared inter-
face with the city, allowing more spontaneous activities to arise here. The self-contained spatial ambiguity 
of the rambling path also provides an over-space from the public space of the market to the surrounding 
residences, protecting the privacy of the residences to some extent.

Fig.4.8. Current situation of Jianguomen Market.
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4.2 ARCHITECTURAL STRATEGIES

Fig.4.9 Axonometric drawings.

CHARPTER4 MARKET COMPLEX
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Fig.4.10 Building generation process

1 Current condition of the building 2 After demolition

As far as the buildings are concerned, first of all the poor quality buildings were demolished. Most of the buildings 
on the side of the wall were illegal additions, some of which had not been used for many years and posed safety 
risks. The buildings were therefore selectively demolished to return space to the city.

3 Promenade as a framework 4 Promenade system

Under the original column network system, a three-dimensional street is formed by implanting a strolling system 
from human behavioural activities. On the basis of the three-dimensional streets, new spaces are inserted to form 
new architectural volumes.
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The promenade system of the renovated building is divided into three parts. 

The first part is a ground level activity space consisting of a central plaza and a perimeter path. 
This part of the space is directly connected to the city, allowing the market to establish inter-
action and constant communication between the city, the buildings and the public, becoming 
an urban living room. 

The second part is a walkway on the first floor that connects the buildings. The boundary be-
tween public and private is blurred by creating a creative circular trail system in which people, 
events and spaces are interwoven. Bright colours are chosen to mark the walkways, making 
the public spaces iconic and eye-catching. These different levels of paths, stairs and open 
spaces ensure that visitors can move freely and can rest and socialise. The natural shadows 
created by the external walkways provide a better physical environment for users and blur the 
boundary between the city and the building. 

The third section is a central walkway that winds upwards. The walkway creates a flexible 
space that meanders upwards, creating three transitional levels within the building from in-
side to outside, from private to open, providing different spaces for residents to move around.

The three levels of strolling spaces combine to form a market complex that combines architec-
ture, landscape, park and city, with education, exhibition, trading and leisure.

Fig.4.11 Promenade system
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PROMENADE STAIR FRAMEWORK

Fig.4.12 Variations of the prmenade form.

1 The ramp is integrated as a transport space 
with the activity space, forming the main space 
for people to experience.

2 In the vertical direction, the ramp is trans-
formed into a staircase connecting up and 
down, and the change of form of the staircase 
also provides more possibilities for the use of 
the ramp. 

The ramp organises people’s activities through a change of form, providing more space for people to move around.

INSTANT SPACE SERVICE FACILITY

3 The ramp as a frame allows the insertion and 
adjustment of spatial modules, and increasing 
the flexibility of the space. 

4 The natural shelter formed by the path pro-
vides a place for temporary activities to take 
place.

5 The ramp transforms to a smaller scale into 
urban furniture and amenities that are easily 
accessible.
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Fig.4.13 2.500m PLAN

The building remains essentially the same structure, on which the plan has been rearranged. 
The building provides large open indoor and outdoor spaces for the market on the ground 
floor, allowing for spontaneous market activities to take place. The central plaza and entrance 
plaza, formed by the partial demolition of the building, becomes the core of the complex.

The buildings in the south-east corner of the complex are mainly connected by a walkway on 
the first floor. The old and new buildings are connected as a whole by the outdoor walkway, 
which also enhances the openness of the buildings. In the north-west of the complex, part 
of the first floor space is not connected to the walkway system due to the height difference 
between the buildings, and this space is used for more private functions such as rehearsal 
rooms or offices.

The main rambling planes connect the main functional areas. Blurring the boundaries be-
tween interior and exterior provides a more open space for the neighborhood. The 12m plan 
level of the building is mainly connected to the roof terrace. The roof terrace acts as a node 
for the walkway and echoes the wall by forming a line of sight.

4.3  MARKET PROJECT
CHARPTER4 MARKET COMPLEX

1 2

1 2
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Fig.4.14 5.000m PLAN Fig.4.14 8.000m PLAN, 12.000m PLAN
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Fig.4.16 Promenade extension on the ground floor. Fig.4.17 Promenade extension on the second and third floor.

The ground floor of the building is primarily a marketplace. The interior of the building contains fixed 
stalls. The ambiguous space around the building, formed by the walkway below, provides a place 
for a variety of activities to take place, forming a generator of spontaneous activity. The ambiguous 
space extends outwards to connect with the square, making it also a centre of activity and vision.

Fixed market/retail space
Uncertain space for spontaneous activity

Activity unit
Outdoor space for spontaneous activity
Indoor space for spontaneous activity

The open spaces on the first floor of the building are combined with indoor and outdoor walk-
ways and serve the daily activities of the neighbourhood other than buying and selling, such as 
exhibition, opera, fitness and education spaces. The flexible walkway space allows the activities 
inside to be extended outwards, attracting people from the ground floor.



90 91

The Contemporary Project
MBArch ETSAB UPC
MARKET PROMENADE
RETHINKING MARKET AS A MIX-USED COMPLEX
Student: MAO Hanzhang
2021-2022

The Contemporary Project
MBArch ETSAB UPC
MARKET PROMENADE
RETHINKING MARKET AS A MIX-USED COMPLEX
Student: MAO Hanzhang
2021-2022

Fig.4.18 Program in the market.
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Fig.4.19 Section 1-1.

The grand staircase acts as an extension of the ramp, linking the central square on the ground floor with the open 
terrace on the first floor. It not only links the public space as a whole, but its different forms also allow for activities 
such as rest and communication. The ramp acts as a framework for the space and offers the possibility of inserting 
different activities or spaces. The central square also provides a place for the extension of the flea market or other 
community activities to take place.
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Fig.4.20 Section 2-2.

A continuous path connects the open first floor to form a continuous activity space. The buildings that are not con-
nected are transformed into less open, fixed fresh food markets. Much of the original character of the façade and 
roof has been maintained, retaining the sloping roof and brick façade of the original factory building.
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