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Absolute calibration
The absolute altimeter bias (Bias,ine) iS €stimated as follows (Bonnefond et al., 2011):
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Experiment duration and phases

4 hrs at each deployment site over 3 days

14 September, 11am-4pm : pre-calibration
of the 5 buoys with the Ibiza tide gauge to
reference the GPS antennas to the sea
level

15 September, 6am-10am : GPS buoy
positioning at the crossover point

16 September, 5am-9am : GPS buoy
positioning at the crossover point

4pm-8pm : post-calibration

of UPC buoys with the Ibiza tide gauge

2) computation and smoothing of the
buoy position from GPS data at the
Jason2-Saral crossover calibration
site (by interpolation) and at the
Jason2-Saral pass times.
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3) comparison with the Jason2/Saral
altimeter data
Biasg,y = 0.5 cm using NRCAN
SSH estimates
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Oceanic current forecasting
daily current maps from Mercator Ocean

UPC Processing

The 2013 Balearic campaign GNSS position analysis of the 2013 will be performed with different softwares by different groups (similarly as it is being done in
the International GNSS Service for their different products), in order improve the high demanded accuracy for JASON2 and SARAL altimeters precise calibration.
In particular JPL GIPSY-OASIS software will be used, with the undifferenced PPP ambiguity fixing strategy. In order to improve the results accuracy, two similar
networks are being processed. The first network includes the deployed GNSS receivers and the reference stations. The second one is a control network, defined
by using the permanent receivers in the California dense network with a similar distribution as the main altimeter campaign network. In this case, the position of
the receivers plying the role of buoys are being processed in the same kinematic way than the actual buoys, in order to compare them with the very accurate
positions obtained with GIPSY-OASIS static processing.
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initial problems, which could be related with periods of lack of useful
satellites {to be confirmed).
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