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Role of participation on urban planning in rethinking the concept of neighborhood 

Abstract 

The idea of neighbourhood and values that are represented by this idea are important 

part of the language of urban architecture. The concept of neighborhood is traditionally 

defined by presence of two main factors: specific geographic area and set of interactions 

(especially functional interactions and face-to-face interactions). "Neighborhoods (…) are the 

spatial units in which face-to-face social interactions occur—the personal settings and 

situations where residents seek to realize common values, socialize youth, and maintain 

effective social control" (Schuck, Amie and Dennis Rosenbuam, 2006, Promoting Safe and 

Healthy Neighborhoods: What Research Tells Us about Intervention, The Aspen Institute). 

Nowadays we observe decreasing role of physical distances in favor of time distance. 

How in this context rethink the concept of neighbourhood, that was traditionally connected to 

spatial adjacency? In my paper I’m looking for a new construction of the concept of 

neighbourhood. My work is based on few cases of common action taken by habitants living 

the same settlement regarding to spatial changes planned by local authorities, architects, 

developers etc. Those examples show, that common act of participation on urban planning 

influence the perception of who fits and who does not fit the figure of Neighbour.  

Another issue is that the longterm benefits of participation in spatial planning are often 

outline. “(…) meaningful community participation in neighbourhood planning can generate 

social capital. (…) positive social outcomes should be captured in terms of public savings on 

costs associated with anti-social behaviour and community fragmentation. This capture of 

social value should be incentive enough to invest appropriately in neighbourhood planning as 

a preventative intervention that can be integral to community regeneration, both physical and 

social” (P. Kaszynska, J. Parkinson, W. Fox, Re-thinking Neighbourhood Planning. From 

consultation to collaboration, ResPublica). I’m checking this hypothesis in my research. 

Theoretical background of my research refers to Mumford, Newman, Alexander, Gehl, 

Hall and Jałowiecki. 


