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RECLAIMING THE LOST AGORA,
RECOVERING THE URBAN METABOLISM

AGORA 4.8

FROM ISOLATED OPEN SPACES
TO A NETWORK OF PUBLIC SPACES

SITE MAIN WORKING PROJECT g
ORIGINS OBJECTIVES VECTORS STRATEGIES o
The productive territory as the origin Recovering the identity of place [STRATEGY #1] g
of the city: mares and posidonia The lost identity of the city is recovered FROM ISOLATED OPEN
The territory of Platja de Palma before ol . SPACES TO A NETWORK
-~ ) ; by establishing a new Agora: the new [IDENTITY] OF PUBLIC SPACES
existing as a city was a highly town center for cultural, commercial
productive territory of two materials: and administrative meeting of citizens [ID] -4
the seayveed posidonia (exp\elled by and a space to acknowledge and [STRATEGY #2]
the sea in wmter) and the mares stone celebrate the identity of the city. EXCHANGE NODES: NEW
(21% of the island geology). The TERRITORIAL-LOCAL
posidonia was dried and then used to -+ / SMART MOBILITY NETWORK
fer;ilize the| fietl)ds and tr? pack pottery Managing the urban metabolism ‘( +
and crystal objects. The mares was . L
extract>e/d in unarries in regular blocks The running of the city Is improved b.y " /‘ HERITA[S(;REA;E;TA#%HOLE'
: : redesigning the public open and built i .
and used as the main construction . o ‘\‘ TRANSMISSION OF
1 : , spaces in order to collaborate in its
material in the island. The first stable . S [METABOLISM] v" PLACE'S IDENTITY
settlement was established in the late metabolism. A”, the .sustamablllty \“
nineteenth century on the location due vectors are cons@ered n a balanqed MT] " /‘ +
to  these productive  activities. global proposal, with special attention " ‘V [STRATEGY #4]
Nowadays some territorial traces of to the management of the water cyqle »("' FROM BLIND WALLS TO
this memory are still preserved: Sant and the energy, as the esslentlal “ / ENERGY, CULTURE AND
Cristofol street for exemple was a long elements for a new vision of the city. ’\‘N& ) LANDSCAPE COLLECTORS
time ago the Cami de I'Alga (the way + ‘/“,4‘ +
by which the seaweed was distributed - — ‘ [STRATEGY #5]
to the island) and in the surroundings Urban and social productivity "‘\ (‘ THE SQUARE: NEW
of the town, there are still today lots of The current running of the city is ’)( \ ) CENTRAL OPENED SPACE
old marés quarries as well. reversed from consuming to producing 4“‘\, OF URBAN AND SOCIAL
o . A energy by incorpQrating measures for “ ' CONFLUENCE
[Geological Map, 1963 | f o T M\v saving and reducing the buildings and [PRODUCTIVITY] ' -4 NETWORK OF PUBLIC SPACES
\ % B public spaces energy demand; by [PR] “\ [STRATEGY #6] I cExisting and Planned Public Spac
accumulating and managing natural - ‘ HYBRID PUBLIC BUILDING: Added extensions and links (total: 69.285 m?)
resources in the same place (sun ' ' RECEIVER AND Public facilities
i Cam g ¢ Al energy, water..) and also by \ PROCESSOR OF URBAN Scholar facilities
[t o stimulating the creation of citizen ' ( SYNERGIES
;' Bs Forr \“;,é”” > knowledge. ' «( +
Cova de S'Anegat & ;—ﬁ* Wi + [STRATEGY #7]
: i 5 : STREETS AND SQUARES
Connections between multiple networks ‘\ AS ECOLOGICAL AND
P oria i The public space spreads by the city in URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
Cala VNﬁWw\_ a large gfld that enables exchanges [URBAN +
Lisonandadil /i Rpene : between different urban layers such as RELATIONS] ISTRATEGY #8]
il J Ar‘ : _1,7’?':’]'\'\ ,-&*\\ % % \‘s; the territory metabolism, the [RL] BALANCE BETWEEN
Um  Geology: Solidified dunes (marés, sandstone) sustainable mob|||ty network and the LOCAL AND VISITOR:
[ ® o Mares quarries historical memory of the place mesh. SHARED USE SPACES
[ID] The walls and fences that currently surround the squares and parks will be removed in order to open and connect them to the planned
— corridors. 60% of the present 114.361 m2 of road area will be converted into public space by expanding the existing sidewalks and offering
t save walkable places and nice areas to stay. The parking lot in front of the Yacht Club is gained as a square towards the sea.
o IMT] The mares stone, which is the natural territory base, is highly draining. The proposal reduces the impermeable crust that covers the public
K space and reintroduces water to metabolic cycle of the place through draining floors (69.285 m? of public space become permeable).
[ [PR] The new public space integrates the regular market and offers several outside spaces for commercial and restoration uses. A noteworthy
2} increase of green areas will guarantee shading and humidity regulation which will lower the ambient temperature during hot summers.
[RL] The proposal makes the public space work as a network and focuses on the pedestrian requirements as principal in the city.
[ID]  The new smart mobility network connects the territorial mobility systems (highways, intercity buses...) to the city through a perimeter ring of
traffic circulation concentrating vehicles and buses traffic. The confluences between this ring, the network of free spaces and the network of
bicycle lanes become intermodal nodes of exchange between the city and the territory.
| [MT] The exchange nodes are always at the crossings between the ring road and the system of civic axes, producing exchanges in strategic
t places. They are composed of bus stop, lane and bicycle parking and are connected with the new system of dissuasive parking (located
Q under the squares) that releases the streets from the vehicles.
| [PRI The smart mobility network concentrates services (car parking, bicycle parking, bus stop, electric vehicle charging station...) reducing
(r duplicities between systems by increasing the use of collective mobility.
£.| [RL] The exchange nodes enable the implementation of a softer mobility inside the ring being doors between the mobility network, the new
public parking system and the network of free spaces. The displacement of the main mobility in the Avinguda Miramar towards the Salut and
Trencadors streets allows the transformation of this avenue into a great promenade, also introducing a bike lane towards the whole Palma
Bay without hindering the pedestrians.
[ID]  The Plan de Reforma Integral incorporates into its heritage catalog residential buildings of traditional typology and unique elements of the
_ landscape (such as the quarries of es Castellet or the railway bridge over Torrent dels Jueus), enhancing and recognizing the local identity. It
EVd is proposed to maximize its conservation by eliminating the distorting elements and enhancing their reuse. The quarries and the bridge will
> be part of the new park of the city enabling its conservation through its new use.
L IMT] In order to value the historical heritage as part of the process of knowledge and local self-esteem, a network of pointed out patrimonial
< elements is suggested to stimulate and make easier its recognition from the city.
£ | [PR]  Mareés stone blocks will be used to mark principal and primary elements of the city in order to signify the patrimonial elements and at the
- same time find complicity with local traditional construction material and productive activity.
[RL]  The urban location of all the elements enables to recognize s'Arenal from the heritage and cultural view, valuing and protecting its identity.
[ID] Asaconsequence of a historical moment in which a very high development was allowed, there are buildings in the site that break the
uniformity (and present urban normative) with heights near the 30m; this heavy contrast between traditional or regular buildings and high
ones configures the characteristic image of s'Arenal. The proposal takes advantage of those inherited visual obstacles to increase the
F energy, cultural and landscape potential of the city.
t [MT] According to their energy potential, some of these huge blind walls (south orientation) will be turned into solar photovoltaic collectors, and
o some others, will focus on their cultural and landscape potential being used as canvases for temporary urban art interventions (developed in
L an annual festival), turning the city into an open-air museum.
e [PR] There will be an improvement of the thermal isolation that will reduce the energy consumption of the building as a base for the installation of
2} the collectors (cultural and energy). The 6.500 m2 of reclaimed walls will produce 56.000 kWh of energy per year and will revitalize the local
creativity with 5.000 m2 of open art spaces.
[RL] A layout of the multiple artistic interventions in the city will be seen from a network of well-informed viewpoints located in the new public
space. A solar energy production will strengthen the pedagogy of the sustainability of the urban intervention.
[ID]  The existing park opens to the city becoming a square where the structuring paths of the network of public spaces and civic axis converge.
The square becomes the symbolic meeting space of citizens removing the fences that currently constrain it opening it 360° towards the city.
= IMT] The 10.000 m? of the square will become the great green area of the city improving its environmental conditions through its working as
** an ecological infrastructure. This space will be reconnected with the metabolic cycle through the systematization of different draining
é pavements that favor the infiltration of rainwater and its return to the aquifers.
| [PR] The square is conceived as a flexible, open and accessible space so it is able to include diverse activities throughout the day and it's
E improve by working in synergy with the renovated facility that connects to it.
—| [RL] With acutin the facility building, the topographical difference between the civic axis of the Gran and General Consell and Espalmador
streets is solved, giving the priority to urban continuity. The current car park in which the Gran i General Consell street ends is transformed
into an extension of the upper plaza, turning the end into a new urban center.
[ID]  The existing facility building (bicephalous and isolated from its environment) is nowadays at 80% of disuse and far from its social, cultural
and economic potential; it has to be conceptually rethought and architecturally renovated. The proposal covers the building with a new
representative skin that unifies and improves its relation with the outside and suggests a great cut that will guarantee a fluent connection
of the civic axis of the Gran i General Consell street with the new urban center: the square.
[MT] A Zero Energy Building will be reached by a rigorous energy refurbishment, bioclimatic measures for reducing the energy demand, adjusted
water balance and renewable energy production. The proposed intervention, with a minimized ecological footprint, will serve as a replicable
model for other public facilities interventions. The added skin provides a sun protection composed by moving elements (protects in
_ summer and captures solar radiation in winter) and the implementation of natural ventilation will improve the environmental quality of the
rd new building. The central porch provides an outside shaded area that makes possible to expand the activities towards the public space.
% [PR]  The new building will offer new productive spaces (large, diaphanous, flexible and well illuminated) that will enable its multifunctionality at
t the same time as its eventual transformation and adaptability to the future needs. The functional program will be distributed according to a
= stratification of exposure; placing near the public spaces the commercial areas and those with greater requirement of visibility. The new
5 facility is productive (meaning non-deficit); complex and dynamic, public ownership and mixed exploitation (public and private). The facilities
- of the Town Hall will be conserved. The municipal library will be improved and expanded. There will be establishments linked to sustainable
production and new economy (Km 0, organic farming cooperatives, waste management and recycling, bicycle rental...), new handicrafts
(textiles, shoes, jewelry...), digital dimension (Fab LAb...) a multifunctional room and CoWorking, reinforcing the population’s capacities
(especially the young ones) and diversifying the cultural and productive offer of the city.
[RL] Needless to say that the refurbished equipment due to its central position with respect to the new network of open spaces (especially with
the new main square) will have a crucial role in the vitality of the new civic axis. Its nature: hybrid usefulness (as a multifunctional and
adaptable facility, collective and private), permeability (being an open door to the square and towards the civic axis), sensitivity (being
strongly related to its environment) and identity (offering more representativeness to the City and more visibility accessibility to its activities).
[ID]  The urban proposal takes advantage of the strong topography of the site to provide new viewpoints towards the landscape. The new streets
are transformed into civic axis of asymmetrical section, including save walkable area, nice places to stay and appropriate surfaces for new
= activities (playgrounds, terraces...). The pedestrian is priority to guarantee that the new public space will be 100% used and enjoyed.
t [MT] The paving surface is changed to infiltrate the rain water through and soft areas are increased to avoid the runoff and recovering the .
Q ecological cycle. When returning humidity to the ground, the mediterranean bushes and trees can live with a minimum water supply. Se— \\-\
= | [PR] The generation of a new microclimate improves the environmental conditions of the street and of the buildings, reducing also the urban “\-\
fr heat island caused by the existing asphalt. N
L\ [RL] The area of the planned civic axis is doubled and connected to the new network. Present cuted streets by stairs will be transformed into \
elongated squares and integrated also to the public space system. Neighbors and service vehicles can continue accessing the road lane. In S~
the streets access are placed loading and unloading areas to serve nearby shops. \\
L 1 =
[ID]  The high specialization of the tourist spaces makes them impermeable to the inhabitants, so it is proposed to open them as filter spaces
between the local and the visitor, and to incorporate them into the life of the city.
[IMT] The population of s'Arenal is 10.298 inhabitants that coexist with 9.984 tourist places (ratio: 1 inhabitant per tourist). The coexistence
§ between both is improved by reintroducing the inhabitant within the tourist services from a shared use. The ground floors of the hotels will
% expand towards the city offering the services of restaurant, bar or pool, and the city will give them back an increase in the public space.
L [PR] Itis proposed to strengthen the local production network (such as the traditional ensaimadas bakeries and the new activities of the hybrid
3 building) as a link between the local population and the visitor and allow them to eventually have a reserved place in the urban space.
£ [RL]  With strategies like introducing new uses and activities (cultural, social and economic) in the city, the proposal will enable the attraction of
= other types of visitors throughout the year, diversifying the visitor and extending the tourism season throughout the year. Since 2016, when
the tourist tax was implemented (Law 2-2016 of 30 March), it annually generates 1.797.120€ (approximately) in this location; which is why
the proposal suggests such an amount should be reinvested in the shared collective spaces in the site.
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