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The industrial patrimony is today recognized as part of the history and the culture of 
territories and, thus, it is considered a key element of the identity of those places that 
have known, with different intensity and by means of traditional productive sectors, 
more or less intense processes of industrialization. The textile colony is one of the most 
characteristic elements of our industrial patrimony. (“Textile colonies”, as we know 
them, are industrially populated centres in rural areas that are dedicated to the 
production of textiles.”). This element, framed in a singular landscape, gives self-
identity to the process of industrialization Catalonia lived. The phenomenon of industrial 
colonies is a rich one. It must be said that no two colonies are the same. They have 
been and still are, in many cases, living villages, which have changed over a periord of 
more than 100 years of life, in much the same way as towns and cities in Catalonia. 
 
The Llobregat river, which runs between the Pre-Pyrenees and the Pla de Bages is the 
backbone to the most concentrated, and most valuable, chain of textile colonies along 
Catalan rivers. For the last years, the mobilizations to preserve the Llobregat Colonies 
in the Baix Berguedà ended up with the publication of the Pla Director Urbanístic 
Colònies del Llobregat (Urbanistic Directive Plan, UDP). This Plan works as an 
urbanistic instrument which aims at preserving the chain of colonies found between 
Berga and Balsareny as a unitary system but allowing them to adapt to the needs of 
current times. 
 
This dissertation intends to study the phenomenon of the recovery of the Catalan 
industrial patrimony, to study the experiences of other European countries, to analyze 
the conclusions of the UDP and to evaluate the economical, logistical, social and 
urbanistic feasibility of such. Modifications to the current Urbanistic Directive Plan arise, 
and more realistic and viable alternatives are proposed based on rehabilitation criteria. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




