
Títol: La visió en xarxa de Victoriano Muñoz Oms 
 
Autor: Joan Díaz i Rull 
 
Tutors: Antonio Aguado I  Francesc Vilaró 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Victoriano Muñoz Oms is one of the most outstanding figures of our country’s civilian 
engineering. He was directly involved in promoting all kinds of engineering works such as roads 
and railroads or trying to take advantage of hydro-electric power. He did so from a new point of 
view based on the idea of seeing the public works on the territory in an integral way. By taking 
every factor into account he succeeded in finding synergies within the infrastructures. 
 
Even though he is better known for being the founder of Enher and his work in front of the 
company promoting the construction of falls and dams for an integral exploitation of the 
Noguera Ribagorçana river, his job as a planner was also meritorious. 
 
The well-earned prestige as an engineer was the reason for which in 1935 was chosen by Joan 
Vallès, conseller d’Obres Públiques (minister of Public Works), to lead the Pla General d’Obres 
Públiques (Public Works General Plan). Due to his innovative conception of the public works as 
as integral system can be considered a pioneer of modern planning. 
 
Rationality and organization stand out from a plan which starting almost from scratch made 
possible to obtain statistics and produce a cartography upon which it would develop. 
 
To articulate the plan it was divided into eleven sections which represented the infrastructures of 
the services he attempted to improve which were specially in need of development in rural 
areas of Catalunya. These sections were the following: 
 
Road section 
Railway section 
Bridges and maritime services section 
Airports and air routes section 
Telephone section 
Irrigation and hydraulic engineering section 
Drinkable water supply section 
Sewer system, evacuation and sewage treatment section 
Channelling and river protection section 
Land drainage section 
Rural electrification section 
 
Almost 70 years later the plan still amazes us by its applicability in many aspects. Some of 
these aspects have already been taken care of whereas some others remain to be improved. 
 
In 1957 the major of Barcelona José María Porcioles entrusted Victoriano with a project aimed 
to solve once and for all Barcelona’s drinking water supply problems. Once again V went 
beyond the expectations and devised the Pla d’Aigües de Catalunuya (Water Supply Plan of 
Catalunya). The plan included the creation of 200.000 new hectares of irrigable land by means 
of regulation and intercommunication between the different rivers, the production of 750 millions 
of kWh annually and enough water supply for up to 5 million people in the city of Barcelona.  
 
Unfortunately, the plan never prospered due to the clash of interests between the Societat 
General d’Aigües de Barcelona and the Confederació Hidrogràfica dels Pirineus Orientals. 
 
 


