
 
Abstract 

 
 

Territorial planning is the main key for the public administrations to reach the social 
and economic future desired by the citizens for themselves and for the generations that have 
to come. That is why it is necessary to have urgently objective and reliable tools that could 
permit the evaluation of the different alternatives and take the decisions that could change 
the tendency of collecting richness. 
 

About the most efficient and sustainable passenger transport, the public transport 
(as railways, coaches and buses) is in these moments the one that receives less subsidizes 
from the public administrations, for example the budget for roads surpasses clearly the one 
for the public transport. That fact, joined with the amazing rise of the private motorization, 
creates a cycle of demands and needs reached by the private vehicle that remove the 
collective one of the efficiency and competition.  
 

In this landscape of unsatisfied needs and demands, it has been developed in other 
studies, tools that in a global way give some directives to take decisions about which is the 
transport system that fits better to each territorial area, but they are documents that have to 
be generics. That is why they are very useful, but often only in the first steps of the planning 
of the transport, for example to reject proposes of doubtful viability for instance. 
 

In this study we will try to do a further step and go inside the railway passenger 
transport world. We will expose the methodology for a more detailed evaluation of the 
suitability of a kind of rail service. 
 

To reach a practical dimension in the study, this document will be done for a 
particular case, but the same document pursues an objective of analysis that could be the 
base for whatever railway project. The particular character of this study will permit at the 
same time to give real conclusions that could be directly used for the implantation of the 
same analyzed project. 
 

Our study has as main objective to determine if it’s possible the dinamisation of a 
railway line that has been very near to disappear and that now, with a new manager, has a 
new chance. We are talking about the line that joins the cities of Lleida and La Pobla de 
Segur, 90 kilometers in the north, in Pallars Jussà. The dinamisation consists in increase the 
frequency of the trains and to propose a service of surroundings between Lleida and 
Balaguer, as the local administrations have been asking for. 
 

The proposed idea is not new. However, the proposes of service given in here are 
quite new.  Our beginning point is the trespass of the train of La Pobla (name which is known 
the line) from RENFE to Ferrocarrils de la Generalitat de Catalunya. 
 

The study develops a methodology that will permit to analyze the future demand and 
the profitability with the different scenes. The analysis is done from an economic and social 
point of view. 
 

Finally, from the needs to evaluate the costs of the exploitation of the line, we will 
extract the second important conclusion: which are the costs that l’Observatori dels Costos 
considers as realists. The importance to determine this tool reliability is important because of 
two reasons: First, for the importance for this study, and secondly because of it is considered 
as a useful tool for future decisions in railway world, and in this directions it has important 
lacks. 
 

As conclusion, we propose to go inside the world of the decisions about public 
transport, and at the same time we will determine if the train of La Pobla has arrived at its 
last station or, as a matter of fact there are still some kilometers to travel.         
 


