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A Few Thoughts on Architecture, Architects and Architecture School. 
Summary: 

Architecture studies are a great way to improve our understanding and critical view of our surroundings and 

thus knowledge of society, economical context and needs of these environments, as a result we gain a certain 

sensitivity to work on these complex systems.  

1. Architecture studies are an eye-opening experience.  

2. The most influential subjects are the ones taught by passionate professors. 

3. If I could only save one architecture field of interest from a burning building that would be structures.   

4. What am I doing tomorrow? Not sure but I am sure I’ll find something interesting to invest my time in.  

  

The opposite of a summary: 

My architectural journey starts like many stories for many people, with expectations, fears, ingenuity and 

beliefs and then, reality hits the fan.  

Many questions is one of the best things I’ve been offered through my university experience. The opportunity 

to question everything, to question yourself and your beliefs. And have an environment to share these with 

amazing people.  

Let’s get down to business, what was this all for?  
 

What I think was great: 

Subject-matter is practical, applicable and specialized. Topics of studios address present issues and work is 

done from an overall integration of social matters, multidisciplinary, environmentally conscious and viable 

approaches. All these factors lead to experimental techniques that have also made my years in school an 

eye-opening experience.  

Architecture studies provide tools to understand complexity or rather be able to empathize and approach a 

certain issue working directly with the people involved and then recede to an analytical position and merge 

these two experiences into proposals. This is a rewarding and beautiful way of working. At the end of the 

day we are problem solvers and challenge junkies but that doesn’t look so “professional” on a diploma.  

What I think was not so great. 

The school hasn’t understood its full potential. Though it continues to promote innovative topics, it still resists 

to fully acknowledge its virtues and work on the internationalization of its programs and student profiles. This 

is why I believe it should be implementing English programs that would allow an international reach. There 

is also a resilience to adapt to European-like study plans. The last aspect that I think needs improving is the 

limited implementation of new computational technologies such as 3D visualization programs and 

techniques, parametric design software or construction management applications.  

It’s worth noting there have been attempts to work on some of these matters for quite some time. We should 

be striving to adapt to study plan structures that are compatible with the rest of European countries. This 
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means starting to work on what we as a school can do, like for example introducing an English master 

program that will bring students from other countries to experience our teaching methodology. I am 

confident that with the progressive takeover of new generations and motivated professors these matters will 

be addressed in a more direct way.  
 
What I think I learned or got interested in. By who and why. 

Now I could start talking about subjects but I rather do it about professors and why they have inspired or 

got me interested in some specific subject. I have a strong opinion on this matter and I firmly believe that 

any subject, idea or project can be extremely interesting, it’s all about who and how someone tells the story.  

I have enjoyed many subjects but provably the professors I have enjoyed the most are Jordi Payola, Claudi 

Aguiló, Roger Tudó, Coque Claret, Robert Brufau and Joan Ramon Blasco. All these professors share the 

same passion and get you genuinely interested in the subjects they teach or the studios they lead. 

 
What are you? 

I’ve been asked several times what kind of architecture student I am. The good type? This is a tricky question 

because I have come to enjoy all of the fields of architecture I have been exposed to so far. And I have been 

lucky enough to get some professional experience through successive internships every summer since 2010 

at WareMalcomb in San Diego, California. Another experience that has had a profound impact on my 

academic profile has been the exchange program I have done at TU Delft, the semester I spent there allowed 

me to view a totally different way of teaching architecture and the possibility of learning about topics such 

as material science, CAD production techniques or prototype building and testing.    

But in the end if I get to the essence of my interests, structure design and analysis comes in first, then building 

technology followed by everything else.  

 
What now? 

This is one of the hardest questions I’m trying to answer. So many things change and so fast in this phase of 

my career that who knows. What I can do is dream and set goals. I have shifted between hypotheticals for 

the past years. So I’ll keep on updating this fragment until I make one of these plans happen. There are so 

many interesting things to do and so many places to do them at…  

Right now I have five different paths I am considering and that can be complementary to one another.  

- Get vital experience through volunteering and get involved with some community that can use any of my 

skills, specifically architecture related and preferably I would like this to happen in an Asian country (in 

particular I am interested in Nepal) and do this for at least one year. 

- Work in a structural architecture studio for some time to gain experience and knowledge and potentially 

make a career out of this passion. 

- Work in a European county such as Sweden or Denmark I haven’t been to, at least for 2 years. Work as an 

architect or a structural engineer to gain new perspective and experience. 

- Start a business in a field of interest yet to determine. Not necessarily architecturally related.  
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- Pursue a career in the United States as an architect. A lot of interesting things are going on over there, plus 

there are couple of people there who seem to enjoy my company, my family. 

 
Conclusion 

These years have been a great experience that have helped me grow in many ways. I have met amazing 

people that will surely continue to impact my future. Finishing is somewhat scary but extremely exciting. 
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Afterthoughts And Prospections 
Disclaimers: 1) This is a long read. Thinking about the future and dealing with myself for 23 years straight will 

do that to you. 2) I do not speak for my future self. 3) I have no inside information about my future. My future 

self could already be working towards all the stuff below. I sincerely hope he is. 
 

How did I get here? 
It seems like I should start by telling you the story about how I played with Legos or how I built treehouses 
with my friends but that is not what led me to pursue architecture at least I hope it wasn’t because after this 
Minecraft generation there won’t be a single kid that doesn’t  want to be an architect.  
But I’m going to tell you about where I come from professionally and academically and where I think I’m 
heading. This last one is slightly blurrier. 
My interest in architecture is probably a result of many different interests and influences that slowly matured 
into a will to pursue architecture. I have been exposed to many people that have positively influenced in 
some way this path. My mother as a musician has encouraged me to pursue creative activities since 
childhood. My dad has always encouraged me to finish what I started and to give it my all. My family is full 
successful and creative role models that still continue to inspire me. 
By the time I got to the last two years of high school I had long decided I wanted to study a technology 
based career and combining my technological and creative interests, architecture became an obvious path.  
I finally chose architecture and started school and the story begun.  
 

My view of architecture.  
Architecture is a vast concept and has been defined by many great thinkers time after time. For me 
architecture englobes a set of different fields that are integrated into a thinking process. This process is about 
understanding a complex reality and making appropriate proposals to modify it for a certain purpose. That 
is an incredible part of our work but it means that everything we do has consequences over our reality and 
this affects environments, people and future development and interventions. I still remember the phrase a 
professor said in one of the first lectures. “An architect is a person that lives in a constant state of parole” and 
to some extent it is true and made me realize the responsibility we have with society and with the 
environments we intervene upon.  
Through this learning process you stumble upon great references and architects that inspire your own work 
I have provably too many to mention here but I will talk about a couple.  I enjoy the rural renovation and 
projects of Swiss architect Gion Caminada, the postindustrial interventions of Cedric Prize, the structural 
works of Frei Otto, the understanding of human behavior of Atelier Bow Wow, the environmentally conscious 
architecture of Harquitectes, the structural sensitivity of Robert Brufau and so many others. 
Another important part of my academic career that has deeply influenced me is being a member of the 
student council and being active in the school board as a result of this. It has been a very rewarding 
experience, it has showed me other ways of thinking, given me perspective on the matters that affect 
university and architecture students in particular and how to compromise, debate and make possible the 
ideas that I think were in the best interest of the students I have had the luck to represent. It has also given 
me the opportunity to travel to other architecture schools around the country and work on student interests 
at a national level.  
I have also had the chance to do an exchange program at TU Delft and there I was able to experience a 
different way of understanding architecture in an enrichening multicultural environment. I was able to learn 
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about new fields of architecture such as product design and prototyping, material science or CAD production 
techniques that I believe are important professionally.  
And last but not least the professional experience I have had by working at WareMalcomb every summer 
since 2010 has allowed me to directly interact with clients and vendors. Take part in most phases on different 
projects such as schematic design, design development, construction administration, and programming and 
construction documents.  

All these experiences have sculpted my strengths, though process and architecture interests. I have enjoyed 
all fields of my studies but I have a special passion for structures and building technology I have also taken 
pleasure in developing projects that work in complex urban environments to improve social cohesion, 
mobility and social interaction. These would be the three fields I have experienced profoundly and that have 
come to lead my future interest as a professional architect.  

 
Prospections  
My expectations on my professional future are still uncertain but I am enthusiastic to discover what will 
happen.   
The view of architecture I have has experienced very important changes, as a result of the past five years, 
that have made me realize success starts with humanity, eagerness to learn and willingness to work hard 
every day.  I am passionate about my work, a collaborative team player and challenge lover. That isn’t to say 
I am not competitive and ambitious. 
Some of my professional objectives include getting vital experience through volunteering and improve my 
architecture skills through it. Also work in structural architecture and potentially make a career out of this 
personal passion. At some point I want to work abroad and also start my own business.  
All these are just goals and hypotheticals that will probably change over time at the same rate they have 
been changing these past years but at the end of the day what I hope to find professionally are opportunities 
that allow me to work along brilliant minds and grow as a person while doing something I am proud of.  
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