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 Abstract

Beirut, densely dominated by vehicles and exhaust, is witnessing day by day the disappearance of its last remaining open spaces. 
Living in a chaotic urbanism that started to take place during and after the Civil War, the residents of the city have had very few public 
places to enjoy freely. Controversy around the fencing of some remaining open spaces near the sea were the talk of the town these 
last two years. In fact, with a coastline almost completely privatized, Beirut is a city without a shore. The recent events sparkled large 
debates on social networks and between the communities of the city, and subjects such as the absence of public spaces and the 
public’s inability to access the beach were bought to light. 

But just like everything else in Beirut, the city’s coastline is full of contradictions and diversity. Beirut’s coastline is formed by a corniche 
and many parcels leading to the Mediterranean Sea. More than 80% of these parcels are private properties, and some of them are 
already constructed, blocking the visual and physical connection between the people and the sea. However, this reality didn’t stop 
the residents of the city from turning the corniche into the most important public space in the city. More so, they have appropriated 
some of these empty parcels as their own, a testimony of their desire to enjoy public spaces and to reach the sea. Private properties 
have become public spaces where people swim, fish, have a picnic and exercise, therefore redefining the traditional concept of what 
is private property and what is public space. 
On another note, Beirut’s coastline is defined by a natural landscape, mostly dominant on the west side of the city, where the morphol-
ogy of the place is defined by free standing rocks, cliffs, sand dunes, rocky beaches and caves. The natural characteristics of this 
coastline as well as its social side are key elements to any architect as a way to establish a functional waterfront with public spaces. 

Living in a city where urban development almost never exists, and where money and private benefits have always triumphed over the 
needs, the context and the public realm, I have decided to dream with you in these few pages and to imagine a new reality for the 
coastline of my city.  How can we appropriate the shore of Beirut, and how can we reclaim it to the public? And how will materiality and 
landscape architecture fit into its morphology?
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Introduction

Beirut suffers from a lack of public spaces. The streets of Beirut are a living proof of that. However, public spaces are necessary 
for the development of a city and its growth. A public space is a space that allows interaction, sociability and meeting the other, the 
different. Today, there are no initiatives to highlight the few remaining public spaces left in Beirut. On the contrary, these spaces are 
disappearing one after the other and are replaced by private developments. The coastline of Beirut and its parcels are examples of 
this phenomenon. 
More precisely, Beirut a costal city, lacks a proper planning of its sea front. The relationship between man and sea is almost none 
existent all along the corniche. More than 40 years ago, Beirut witnessed a successive privatization of its littoral. In fact, the French, 
and before them the Ottomans, gave away some waterfront lands to known families in Beirut, in the hopes of protecting them from 
constructions. However, this didn’t stop the privatization of the coastline of the city years after that.  

The coastline of Beirut however is a place that blooms with activity, and is defined by a strong natural landscape, especially on its 
western façade. Citizens jump over the corniche’s handrail, reach the cascading rocks to fish, swim, enjoy the open space, have a 
picnic and practice yoga. On the western side of the coastline, people take boat trips from local fishermen to enjoy the sights of the 
famous Pigeon’s Rocks or “Grotte aux Pigeons”, possibly the only natural landmark of the city. Caves, cliffs, rocky beaches and sand 
dunes paint the façade of the waterfront and offer the citizens a more natural and wilder side of their city, far away from the concrete 
buildings and the traffic of vehicles. 

The subject of this thesis tackles a double “problématique”. Firstly, how to open the city again to the sea by taking into consideration 
the social side of the coastline. The waterfront is a mix between private and public properties in terms of its legal side. However, the 
spontaneous usage of the different sites near the sea dissolve the boundaries between what is private and what is public. These plac-
es that are somehow regenerated and activated by the residents of the city have a certain value in the urban space. These places, 
“forgotten” by urban planning and private developments, that the citizens of Beirut appropriate and make them their own. On Beirut’s 
coast, the potential is still there. So should we protect the last remaining free areas on the shore or should we watch them suffer the 
same fate under private development? 

Secondly, the thesis addresses also the natural landscape of Beirut’s shore, and how to confront it in terms of materiality and land-
scape architecture, taking into consideration that we are here to offer public spaces along the coastline and to embrace the already 
existing activities that take place there. In fact, the National Physical Master Plan of the Lebanese Territory that dates back to 2005, has 
listed recommendations of preservation and maintenance of a group of coastal sites in Lebanon, one of them being the west coastline 
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of Beirut and in particular the rock and the small bay of “Grotte aux Pigeons”. It emphasizes on the importance of valorization of the 
coastline, not only for tourist development, but also for the quality of life in coastal cities. It listed the geological value present on the 
northern and western façade of the coastline, as well as the ecological value and the importance of preserving the corniche.

Problematic:

A. The coastline of Beirut: reclaiming private properties

The residents of Beirut don’t have free access to their beach. With the existing of many resorts on the waterfront that target one class of 
the society, the residents of the city feel the need to use and appropriate whatever they find “free”, “abandoned” or “empty”. However, 
in reality, the coastline is almost entirely private. So how do we open again the city to the sea? And how do we reclaim the shore to the 
public and embrace the spontaneous activities that take place there?

B. The coastline of Beirut: a natural treasure

The coastline of Beirut offers quiet a unique mixture of natural landscapes. Although not as magical as it was 100 years, when Beirut 
wasn’t yet a concrete jungle and urbanization hadn’t reached yet the western shore, but it still holds many natural characteristics that 
need to be protected, in a city that is in desperate need for nature and green. One of these features, the most important one, is the 
Pigeon’s Rock or “Grotte aux Pigeons”, two prestigious free standing rocks, that are engraved in the Lebanese’s’ memory as a refer-
ence of national pride, represented on old currency, on postal cards and in poems, films and novels. Today both this landmark and 
many other sites are threatened by private development. So taking into consideration that we are reclaiming them to the public, how 
do we confront them in terms of materiality and landscape architecture? What will be the architectural language that will allow people 
to reach the water and enjoy this natural side of the city?
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"There is something singular about Beirut. It has one foot planted in the Middle East and the other in Europe, but it doesn’t 
quite belong in either place. Nothing seems permanent there; it is a perpetual transit point. Generations have passed 
through its borders in search of fun, or out of desperation. And for both reasons, they continue to come." 

1.Beirut and the sea: history and evolution:

Beirut is one of the oldest cities in the world, inhabited more than 
5,000 years ago. Many civilizations have passed through its land, 
and therefore today the city makes proof of cultural, social, reli-
gious and ethnic diversity. Often referred in history as the “Phoe-
nix”, the city was destroyed and reconstructed seven times due 
to wars and earthquakes. In fact, just beneath the concrete jungle 
that is the Beirut of today, lies a rich history that holds layers of 
Phoenician, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Crusader and Ot-
toman remains. 
As a seafront city, Beirut had a more or less complicated relation-
ship with the Mediterranean and wasn’t always defined as an im-
portant port city in the region, from an industrial point of view. From 
a social point of view, it also took some time for the coast to inte-
grate itself in the culture of the people. So let’s take a step back and 
try to understand the city’s evolution and its history with the sea. 

1.1 The coastline of Beirut throughout the years:

Beirut sits on a peninsula extending westward into the Mediterra-
nean Sea. It is flanked by the Lebanon Mountains and has taken 
on a triangular shape, largely influenced by its situation between 
the top two hills: Al-Ashrafieh and Al-Musaytibah. Davie F. Michael, 
in Maps and the Historical Topography of Beirut, describes exact-
ly why the old city, the intra-muros Beirut, was established on its 
northern axis. Occupying a complex site, stretched between the 
base of the mountains that form the Mount Lebanon range and the 

mountains that form the Mount Lebanon range and the sea, 
surrounding it from three sides. Beirut is formed by a triangular 
shape on a North-West/East-south axis. Therefore the city is sur-
rounded by natural elements, the sea from two sides, and the 
mountains and the river from the third size, thus defining its geo-
graphical limits. The city of Berytus, the intra-muros ancient city, 
took its place on the north side of the coastline mainly for these 
geographical reasons. The northern coastline was the only fertile, 
well drained, flat and wide space with potentials of developing a 
city. “One of the advantages of the site is that the narrow coastal 
plain at the foot Lebanon is expanding around the promontory. 

2

2 Specter Michael, The Eternal Magic of Beirut, in The New York Times Style Magazine, http://www.nytimes.com, May 2016 

1- Aerial View of Beirut http://oldbeirut.com/
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Another is that the port was protected from the prevailing winds from the southwest by the Cape of Ras-Beirut and the hills of the prom-
ontory, a projection East-West rare in a coast that is articulated at a north-south axis. Against the dominant wind, the roadstead was 
protected by islands, some of which were still visible at the beginning of the twentieth century.”   On the other hand, the west coast 
of the peninsula (Ramlet el Bayda) was formed by sand dunes and exposed to the prevailing souths-westerly winds. Ain el Mraysseh 
coastline was abundant with water, but unsafe due to its position right beneath the Ras Beirut hill. The hard landscape of the west 
coastline, the many rock formations, cliffs and sand dunes that form it, explain why the coastline of Beirut was in fact never occupied, 
up until the French mandate, when the corniche and infrastructures were established, and the morphology of the space changed dras-
tically. Therefore urbanization took some time to arrive along the whole waterfront of Beirut. Up until the beginning of the XXth century, 
the west part of the coastline was formed by empty rural lands and some villas overlooking the sea.

3

• Beirut and the sea: the industrial port

After the Hellenistic and Roman periods and the middle ages, Bei-
rut was under the Ottoman rule, and it was during that time that the 
city and its port flourished the most. By the second half of the nine-
teenth century, Beirut was developing commercial and political ties 
with Europe, which was particularly due to the city’s silk exportation 
that transformed it into a major port and commercial center. As 
the exportations and importations grew, the port also grew and ex-
panded towards the sea. Beirut became the most active orient port 
with Europe in the Ottoman Empire. In 1910, the importations of the 
port of Beirut were 1/3 of the whole country’s (back then Lebanon 
was part of Syria). The city became a privileged canal, of which 80 
to 90% of the silk passed through its port. 

• Beirut and the sea: the inauguration of the corniche

Being still an intra-muros city up until the XIXth century, the coast-
line of Beirut was then a rural place, as we can see in many old 
photos and archives. It was until the arrival of the French, during the 
French mandate, that the entire city witnessed the establishment of 
new infrastructures and urbanization.  One of the many changes 
that Beirut went through during that time, was the construction of 

the corniche, a French-like seafront promenade, along with 
a road adjacent to it, “Avenue des Français”. The French en-
gaged Beirut in an “occidentalization” process, answering to 
the French norms of urbanization. The project of constructing a 
waterfront promenade was adopted, with sidewalks and palm 
trees. It will be called “Corniche”, like the one Napoleon Bona-
parte constructed in Toulon. 

3 Kassir Samir, Histoire de Beyrouth, France, Librairie Arthème Fayad, 2003, p.55.

2-Promenade des Francais, 1920’s, http://oldbeirut.com/
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• Beirut and the sea: the social promenade 

The culture of what is a public space in Beirut back then was different then the western’s. People back then preferred to go to souks, 
square surrounded by mosques, churches, cinemas and theaters, or rural places to enjoy a picnic in the air. The corniche however 
wasn’t a favorite destination before the 70s. The construction of some resorts (Bain Militaire, reserved to the French officers back then, 
and Saint-Georges Hotel) were only visited by some elites in the Beiruti society and some Europeans. The corniche itself as a prome-
nade, wasn’t yet defined as a public space in people’s mentality. They preferred to go to the west side of the coastline, where the area 
was still wild and free from urbanization. 
However, during the Civil War, the souks and important squares in downtown Beirut were destroyed. The area there was dangerous 
and inhabitable. The residents, desperate to escape the daily chaos and violence and desperate for a public space, turned to the sea 
and to the corniche, and transformed it into a public space. Therefore we can see here how society made it possible for the waterfront 
promenade to establish itself as an important urban public space in the city. The souks that once filled the streets of downtown Beirut, 
were relocated to the corniche, and removed after the end of the Civil War. Since then, the coastal promenade became an important 
cultural, social and touristic destination in Beirut. 

3-The souks during the Civil War on the Corniche  http://oldbeirut.com/
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• Beirut and the sea: a main public space 

Beirut’s corniche appears to be today a place where one can read 
the transformations of the city and the challenges of reconstruction 
after the Civil War. In fact, this part of the city, the coastal part, was 
not affected by the war and thus still retains material and natural 
traces of different moments of the history of the city. Christine Del-
pal in “Une Promenade de Bord de Mer: la Corniche de Beyrouth” 
describes how the French promenade is today considered the main 
public space of the city, inviting in a remarkable way a great diver-
sity of publics and activities. It consists of a car two-way avenue, a 
seafront promenade, the corniche with plam trees, and spaces that 
shift between natural and constructed, below the sidewalk level. 
The coastal promenade is a space of “living together” in a soci-
ety that has been very much divided throughout the years. In fact, 
Christine Delpal explains why people prefer to visit the corniche 
instead of a park or a garden in her essay “Une promenade de 
Bord de Mer”. She states that “[…]in situations where the towns 
people decide whether or not, under certain conditions, to engage 
a part of themselves and with others”.  Therefore, the linearity of the 
corniche allows people the possibility of coexisting with the other, 
without fully engaging with the other, unlike a garden or a park 
where the presence of the other is dominant. Lebanon seems to be 
the subject of sectarian and social fragmentation forces not only 
from social and community issues but also from the type of solu-
tions given to economic and social development problems. Bei-
rut, the capital, is a society very much divided culturally and the 
corniche is, however, a place that embraces this diversity. Rich 
and poor, liberals and conservatives, and politically divided people 
walk side by side and coexist with one another. It is a place where 
you can read the society as a whole and understand its complexity 
and diversity. 
On another hand, the coast of the city showcases another com-

plexity. With high exploitation rates in Beirut and especially the 
waterfront area, new high-rise residential towers were construct-
ed in the last 20 years facing the sea. This “rich-like” image of 
the waterfront of Beirut, formed by these residential high-class 
buildings and the private resorts constructed throughout the 
years, coexist with the poor society that visit the corniche and 
appropriate its “empty” and “abandoned” spaces for swimming, 
fishing and other activities. Therefore this coastal space is a 
space for everyone, accepted and embraced by everyone. In 
fact, it is perhaps the only space in the city where this diversity 
is strongly expressed and exposed. And it is perhaps the only 
space in Beirut where you do not feel out of place, no matter 
what social background you come from, unlike the newly “reno-
vated” city center whose souks and theaters were replaced by 
Aïshti and Chanel stores, a place that once was bursting with 
life and social diversity, is now empty and unrecognizable to the 
residents of the city.

4

4 Depal Christine, Une promenade de bord de mer: la corniche de Beyrouth, in Huybrechts Eric & Douayhi Chawqi, Reconstruction et Réconciliation, Beirut, Presses de 
l’IFPO, 1999, pp. 187-207.

4-Corniche night view, https://johannesnelsonphotography.wordpress.com



8

1.2 The coastline of Beirut: natural landscape and morphology:

Another aspect, other than the sociability and appropriation of 
spaces, defines the coast of Beirut, which is its natural landscape 
and morphology. In a city that holds a low percentage of green 
spaces per person, and where public and green spaces are dis-
appearing one after the other, the coastline offers the residents 
a different side to their city. “Beirut green public spaces ratio is 
among the lowest in the world (around 0.8 m2/person). A study, 
held by YEF, calculated the required public and green spaces for 
Beirut city (according to WHO healthy city criteria) showed that: 
45% of Beirut must be green public spaces.”  Thus the coast of 
Beirut should be protected from private investments, not just for its 
natural characteristics and ecological wealth but also for the social 
attributes that have been defining it since the 40s, by the residence 
themselves. 
 
To be more specific, the coast of Beirut offers a variety of natural 
characteristics in terms of its landscape. The area has been recog-
nized for its geological, and in some parts ecological also, values. 
These geological and ecological wealth are defined by an excep-
tional landscape ensemble extending naturally from the corniche 
to the sea and include a rich diversity of topographical and geolog-
ical qualities: coastal cliffs, rock islands, protruding stone terraces, 
natural pool enclaves, valuable habitats for native plants, insects, 
birds and marine fauna in an uncommon ecological equilibrium, 
urging many scientists and researchers to identify it as a prime 
area for protection in Lebanon. The city’s shore is also defined by a 
sandy beach, enriching the shore’s natural aspect and character. 
The northern coast holds traces of, in parts, rock formations that 
descend naturally from the corniche and reach the sea, and in oth-
er parts, small rocky islands, all being a nostalgic representation of 
what could have been the northern coast of Beirut without the many 

extensions of the city towards the sea. 
The western coast is much more characteristic with its strong 
topography and the geological and ecological wealth, as well 
as the presence of the “Grotte aux Pigeons”, a natural landmark 
to the city.

5

5 NAHNOO ORGANIZATION, From Public to Private Beirut Public Spaces, The Case of R.B Sand Beach, Workshop 2012, p.6.

5- Fishermen, https://johannesnelsonphotography.wordpress.com

6- Western coastline cliffs, Personal photos
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2. Beirut and the sea: a lost connection

“Do you remember that Beirut is a waterfront city?”

7- Photos taken from Nahnoo ONG video https://www.youtube.com/
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2.1 The changes of the morphology

Observing old photographs of Beirut, it seems obvious that a ma-
jor part of the coast of the city was outside the urban space, what 
was then the intra-muros ancient city. The humid climate of the 
sea on the west coast was unfavorable for residents, as well as 
the cliffs and hard landscape were inhabitable. Ain el Mraisseh 
was then a small fishing port, while Ras Beirut coast was mainly 
formed by large farms and cultivations of vines and mulberry trees 
for breeding silkworms. By the end of the XIXth century, the in-
tra-muros city expanded beyond its roman walls. Socio-economic 
growth followed the activities of the port with Europe, during the 
industrial revolution, and the city’s population grew. Foreign trade 
houses, consulates, missions settled in the city’s gardens in Ras 
Beirut. In 1866, the American College welcomes its first class in 
Ain el Mraisseh. The area of Ras Beirut attracted gradually part of 
the bourgeoisie and people of important professions. With the ex-
pansion of the port, the municipality imposes a new face to the city, 
and by the time the French arrived, the city and its coast witnessed 
many changes. The old city was remodeled and extended east 
and west along the sea, and new areas along with the old city were 
engaged in a process of westernization, responding to urban stan-
dards à la Française. The French promenade was created along 
with an avenue called “Avenue des Français”. The creation of the 
corniche imposed some extensions of the city towards the water on 
the northern façade, in order to have a linear promenade along the 
sea. These urban changes, although now constitute an important 
part of the identity of the city (specially when talking about the cor-
niche), have altered the relationship between the topography of the 
city and the water, and have changed the morphology of the area 
in terms of its natural landscape.

8-Map of Beirut during 1856, https://www.oroom.org

9-Picnics during the 20s, http://oldbeirut.com/ 10- Rural waterfront 1920s, http://
oldbeirut.com/

11-Map of Beirut 1923 and the inauguration of the corniche & the avenue, http://
oldbeirut.com/
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 A nostalgic image of what could have been the waterfront of Beirut if a different 
intervention was applied, with other strategies; strategies that do not alter the 
landscape nor the beautiful morphology of the rock formations of the coastline 
of Beirut; or that do not alter the relationship between landscape and the sea, 
physically and visually, could be the project of the Spanish architect Manuel 
Ruisanchez on the coast of Tarragona, Paseo Marítimo de Ametllà de Mar. 
The intervention connects Saint George d’Alfama’s current port with the new 
urbanization, allowing the continuity of the Rampart walk. Likewise the project 
intends to solve the problems that could generate the urban structures when 
put in touch with the fronts of the littoral and the landscape. The general plan, 
with regard to the promenade of “ronda”, proposes the extensions of the mar-
gins away from the coastal limits, developing them along the cliff and conquer-
ing this way the coastal front. The project therefore preserves the places and 
creates the promenade more towards the inside of the landscape, inside the 
forest, rather than on the edge and cutting the continuity between morphology 
and sea. It leaves the coast free and favors the continuity of the landscape, 
marked by the fragility of the existing vegetation. We could say therefore that 
Beirut’s coast was altered by many actions during the last 100 years, and the 
way the seafront promenade was constructed then in the 1920s perhaps isn’t 
an applicable strategy today, when dealing with such a landscape. 

12-http://architettura-italiana.com

13-http://architettura-italiana.com

14-http://architettura-italiana.com

15-http://architettura-italiana.com
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More so, after the Civil War, the city center was extended towards the water by a landfill, in order to create a new economic and cultural 
center for the city. 
Therefore the northern façade facing the old intra-muros city had lost any trace of its rock formations, rock islands and karts platforms. 
The northern façade facing Ain el Mraisseh however was left formed by an alteration between a concrete wall, where there has been 
extensions towards the water, and rock formations, a nostalgic constant reminder until today of what could have been the northern 
façade if it was left intact, or treated in different manner. 

16- Map of Beirut 1976, https://www.oroom.org 17- Map of Beirut after the Civil War, https://www.oroom.org

In a matter of a centuray, the coastline of Beirut changed drastically. During the French Mandate, a waterfront promenade along with an avenue were constructed along the 
Mediterranean Sea. Resorts were constructed progressively between the 1950 and after the Civil War. Slowly the waterfront became a residential area, as well as a touristic 
one, attracting investments and real estate projects. More so, many extensions towards the water on the northern facade changed the profile of the city. The most significant 
one is the extension of the city center of the Civil War (map 17). 



13

2.3 The process of privatization 

The 50s witnessed the development of many bathing facilities, or resorts such as “The Sporting Club” and “The Long Beach”, each 
with their own costumers. A new culture emerged along the coast of the city modifying with it the attitude of bathing. Women started to 
wear bathing suits and visit resorts just like men. The Riviera inspired the name of the Riviera hotel, and arranged rocky areas below 
the Corniche level, while on the other hand The American University of Beirut reserved its own private access under the street level. 
A space open to very differentiated categories of population, the Corniche is also a place for multiple functions. Equipment and places 
of consumption are located one both sides of the promenade: the mosque of Ain el Mraisse, restored and enlarged during the last war 
years, the AUB, coffees places, glaciers, restaurants for a variety of clientele with different incomes, sea resorts and fishing activities… 
Many already finished property deals or in process confirm the land value of this portion of the city. New arrangements oriented to 
the leisure activities and tourism for an easy clientele reveal the strong dynamics of this sector of the city. They are essentially private 
investments. Luxury hotels, restaurants, resorts were established progressively along the coast of the city since the 50s. The regu-
lations having classified this part of the city as a touristic place led to an increase in investment and exploitation rates, which altered 
the future of the coast in terms of public accessibility. The public’s presence, its conservation or its emergence was also part of the 
corniche’s evolution, even in the face of the appetite of the promoters of Private investments, looking for an influence on the coast. A 
begun movement by AUB more than 50 years ago, followed by the hotel Riviera, the bath Ajram, the Chouran Café, the Sporting Club, 
the Long Beach, Luna Park, sees little by little the developments of resorts and private zones on the maritime domain. 

These installations redefine the access to the sea for the public, physically and visually. The visual perspective towards the sea is 
altered and the possibility to access the beach freely was reduced little by little. 
But how did this happen? In fact, many changes of laws occurred in the last 100 years in terms of usage and accessibility to the 
waterfront sites. During the French Mandate, on June 10 1925, a law was established that allows citizens to access all natural sites, 
including public spaces. According to this text, it is not possible to buy or own land near the sea, being that the sea is a public space. 
The coastal public space corresponds essentially to the space where there is sand or pebbles, to the maximum distance where the 
waves hit the land in winter times. Furthermore, the law of 31/08/1954 prohibits any construction of the coastline of the city of Beirut.
However, during the Ottoman Empire and the French Mandate, many waterfont sites were sold or given to well-known families in Bei-
rut. Parcels divided the coastal, including two majors appropriated sites, Dalieh and Ramlet el Bayda, used as public spaces for many 
years, are in fact private. Not only are they private but are also divided into many parcels, which belonged to many owners at one time 
until they were bought by one investor recently. 
In 1966, the decrees number 4810 and 4811 changed the course of things and ultimately the future of the coastline of the city. With 
the decree number 4810 it was then possible to invest in public spaces, expect zone number 10 that includes Raouche, Dalieh and 
Ramlet El Bayda areas. The decree number 4811 organizes the zoning of the zone 10 by dividing it to 6 parts with only the part III be-
ing Non Aedificandi Totale. Constructions are now possible in zone 10, if only one project is established to the whole area and if one 
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company maintains this project. In 1982, the decree number 4918 allows the construction of more than one project starting from 20 
000sqm of terrain in the zone, and with 25% of this space given to municipality for public use. 
Later on, in 1988, decree number 169 cancels the obligation of 25% of public use. And in 1995, the decree 402 allows hotels and 
resorts to double the exploitation rate of the construction. 

However, the corniche itself today is an important public space in the city. It is a linear promenade that goes along the seafront and 
visited by many people. Christine Delpal defines it in her essay as “an urban event, an activity: to go for a promenade”. The corniche 
allows people to engaged in a free social behavior, where they are not governed by a symbolic order. It is a place, where they can 
enjoy the activity of walking, a promenade, that offers them complete freedom, a freedom that cannot be found in a garden, a souk or 
a shopping mall where the presence of the Other is dominant, where the Other can judge you. 

18- Maps showing the constructions along the waterfront (red) / and the private vs. public parcels, Personal work

Private parcel
Public parcel
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3- Beirut and the sea: fragments of territories 

3.1 Appropriation and spontaneous usage:

“We live in an era when ideals of human rights have moved center stage both politically and ethically. A lot of political energy is put into 
promoting, protecting and articulating their significance in the construction of a better world. For the most part the concepts circulating 
are individualistic and property-based and, as such, do nothing to fundamentally challenge hegemonic liberal and neoliberal market 
logics and neoliberal modes of legality and state action. We live in a world, after all, where the rights of private property and the profit 
rate trump all other notions of rights one can think of.”  
6 Harley David, The Right to the City, in New Left Review, Sept Oct 2008, p.1. 

19- Photos showing the forbidden activities on a privately owned resort on the coast of Beirut, Personal photos

6



16

David Harley, in “The Right to the City” talks about how capitalism and urbanization have led to privatization of lands, a worldwide 
phenomenon. He tackles the problem of how the profit rate triumphs over the right to the city, or in other words, the right to public 
spaces. Describing also that the kind of city we want is no other than the kind of social aspects, relationship to nature and lifestyle we 
desire. Therefore, as a society, people have the right to change the city as a way to change themselves. People in a city, just like in 
a home, need a space they can call their own, a space they can express themselves culturally and intellectually. More so, they need 
a space where they can interact freely with one another without the burden of imposed rules for social behavior and etiquette. When 
private developments and real estate projects get in the way of public realm, people look for fragments of territories where they can 
create what is not offered to them. And often so they do it in abandoned areas in the city. Areas seen as free and open by the people. 

“Opened
Opened is non-closed, non-concluded, non-confined
Opened is indeterminate -  non-certain and not finished.
Opened is incomplete (and unfinished).
Evolutionary. That is to say, encouraged. Active. And liberated.
Opened, so, for non-limited not even contained.
For uninhibited and left free: let be.
Opened for expressed. Relational.
Distended and spontaneous (in the attitudes and in the movements).
Franc and direct (in the answers).
Joyful. And expansive.
Explicit (and exhibit).
Receptive and communicative.
Opened also, in dialog. For non-essential. For not univocal.
For changeable. And contaminable. Arranged to the exchange.[…]” 

Therefore open is also empty. And empty is a platform for possibilities for a human being. Empty sites, forgotten places by urban 
development, in-between spaces, spaces with blurred boundaries, intermediate spaces between two entities. In other words, appro-
priated places, activated abandoned zones by citizens, places of sociability and interaction: public spaces created by the people. 
Beirut has been witnessing changes since the end of the Civil War, such as increase of density, urban chaotic growth, changes in 
exploitation rates, changes of the built-up frame and in the successive uses of the urban space. With an absence of a general plan 
to organize the city’s public spaces, Beirut has lost many of its social places. The city however still offered places for interaction and 
sociability, generally places where the boundaries are blurred, where there has been a dilution of the traditional limits of the urban 
space, where the space is no longer private or public, by concept, but rather empty, abandoned and therefore appropriated. De Sola 
Morales defined the expression of abandoned urban spaces as “terrains vagues” or blurred terrains. These places, forgotten by urban 

7

7 Gausa Manuel, Guallart Vicente, Morales Jose, Muller Willy, Sorlano Federico & Porras Fernando, Diccionario Metapolis de Arquitectura Avanzada, Actar, 2002, p.17.
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growth, where people transform and redefine the city’s identity. “It is not possible to translate with a simple English word the French 
expression terrain vague. In French, the term has a character more urban than the English word land: it translates an extension of soil 
in the city, but also, it refers to bigger, more vague extensions, in expectant conditions […].
The second word, vague, has a double origin, Latin and Germanic. The roof is vagr-wogue, it refers to the waviness, to the surge, to 
the waves of the water: movement, oscillation, instability, and fluctuation. Wave in English. We are interested more in vague as deriv-
ative from vacuus, vacant, empty, that is to say, unoccupied. But also, free, available, unengaged. The relation between the absence 
of use and of activity and the sense of freedom of expectation is fundamental to understand all the power of the terrains vagues, in the 
perception of the city. Empty, therefore, as absent, but also, as a promise, a meeting, as a space of possibility, expectations. […].”  

An example of an appropriated space is the abandoned store in Vancouver, Woodward’s store. This store was a space of meeting 
for the community of the city. Appropriated by the residents of Vancouver, Woodward was transformed into a space of exchange and 
interaction. An exclusive private development project took the front page of newspapers and aroused a deep debate in the community 
of the city, a project that planned the destruction of Woodward and the construction of a hotel tower. The community opposed violently 
this project and insisted on its role in the historic development of this space.

- « Woodwards belongs to us [….] not to Kassem 
Aghtai »
-	 «	We	have	given	Woodward’s	its	history	»
- « Something that belongs to us was being taken 
away and needs to be reclaimed »
- « Our community, our building »
- « This building is not for sale. It belongs to the 
community » 

8

8 Gausa Manuel, Guallart Vicente, Morales Jose, Muller Willy, Sorlano Federico & Porras Fernando, Diccionario Metapolis de Arquitectura Avanzada, Actar, 2002, p.578.

 20-21-Nicholas Bloomey, Enclosure Comment Right and Property of the 
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Another example is People’s Park in California, United States. Once a theater of a violent confrontation between police and students, 
is now a public park opened to the people. The land was intended to accomodate a parking for the University of California. However, 
the lack of financial resources interrupted the execution of the project. In 1969 the activists of the university took the initiative to trans-
form this empty space into a city park. “We’re using the land better than you are”, said Frank Bardacke, one of the activists back then. 
The site, was transformed into a park and welcomed an important flow of visitors, and was changed into a community center for the 
city. The execution of the project was resumed in the same year, leading to an outbreak of violence between both parts. The conflict 
persisted for decades. The last confrontation led to negotiations between the university and the activists. The organizers of the park 
have transformed since then the ground into a community zone of biological gardening, which persist to this day. 

A third example is the traditional Beit Beirut in Beirut, or the Yellow 
House. Built in 1924 by the Lebanese architect Youssef Afandi Af-
timos and then raised by two further floors by the architect Fouad 
Kozah in 1932, the neo-ottoman style building known as the “Yellow 
House” or “Barakat Building” stands on the crossroad of Damascus 
Street and Independence Street. The name of the Yellow House 
comes from the ochre-colored sandstone used for its construction. 
Located on the former “green line”, the Yellow House was a forward 
control post and sniper base during the civil war. In addition to its 
strategic location, the airy architecture of the Yellow House, with 
its transparency and varied shooting angles, was used for military 
purposes to control the surrounding area, known as the “Sodeco 
Crossroads”. This building is therefore an unusual structure due to 
this combination of domestic architecture and “war architecture”, 
created by the snipers that occupied the building during the civil 
war. Since the end of the war, the Yellow House, already badly 
damaged by the conflict, has continued to deteriorate from ageing 
and acts of vandalism. Threatened with demolition at the end of the 
1990s, the Yellow House was finally saved thanks to the efforts of 
civil society and the commitment of the City of Beirut, which led to 
an expropriation procedure granted on grounds of public interest 
in 2003. Under the terms of the expropriation decree, the Yellow 
House will be restored to accommodate: a museum, a cultural and 
artistic meeting place, a facility for archiving research and studies 22-Harley David, The Right to the City
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on the city of Beirut throughout history, an urban planning office for the City of Beirut and an underground car-park. 

Therefore appropriation is a worldwide phenomenon and people in many parts of the world redefine parts of a city as part of the iden-
tity of the place. Whether in abandoned buildings, forgotten infrastructure, or in-between spaces between nature and urban space, 
these places are platforms for possibilities and a stage for social expression and individual freedom. “Areas left by the industry, by the 
railroads, by the ports; areas left as consequence of violence, the recess of the commercial activity or it investigation, the deterioration 
of the built-up thing, residual spaces in the margins, near the rivers, dumps quarries, areas between highways, margins of real estate 
operations, closed for the public, of access restricted for theory reasons, for safety and protection. […] The artists, the neighbors, the 
citizens tired of the rapid life of the great city, feel deeply upset. Those “terrain vague” turn out to be the best places for their identity, 
for meeting between present and past, at a time where they appear unique places where they can exercise their individual freedom”. 
Appropriation is more than evident on Beirut’s coast. The city’s rocky’s waterfront is divided and cut into parcels of private proper-
ties, some of which are still empty, awaiting a real estate project. And these same empty sites are used and taken by the people and 
transformed into public spaces. What’s important here is not the right to people to access the beach, which is a fundamental right, a 
one that should be protected by law, nor is it the right to enjoy public spaces in a dense city like Beirut, it is however, the power peo-
ple have in transforming places. We have always categorized places in terms of private and public. But what happens when people 
take over a private place and bring to it sociability, interaction, history and therefore identity? The place does not only become part of 
understanding the people but also part of understanding the city. Therefore the traditional concept between private and public space 
becomes blurred, inapplicable and even absurd. More precisely, what happens when people express their right to enjoy the water, an 
activity that should be so evident and easy in a waterfront city, by accessing, using and appropriating whatever they find empty on the 
coast? What should be the role of urban developers and architects when dealing with such places? How to deal with laws in terms of 
protecting social places, places that are privately owned? 

9

9 Gausa Manuel, Guallart Vicente, Morales Jose, Muller Willy, Sorlano Federico & Porras Fernando, Diccionario Metapolis de Arquitectura Avanzada, Actar, 2002, p.579.

23-24-25-http://www.beitbeirut.
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Bender R., in “Where the City meets the shore” chapter of “A New 
Frontier for Cities on Water, Venice: International Center Cities on 
Water”, describes both the evolution of the waterfronts of the cities of 
Barcelona and Amsterdam. In both cases, a cooperation between 
private and public initiatives were applied in order to put togeth-
er a functioning, well established waterfront. In Amsterdam, some 
kind of public/private collaboration made it possible to achieve the 
realization of the project, in terms of finance. However, this aspect 
did not eliminate the fact that the waterfront is completely public 
and freely accessible by the people. Furthermore, the emphasis on 
the introduction of public spaces was the key element in creating 
a high quality functioning waterfront. Barcelona’s waterfront is 2/3 
private. The coastline was thus conceived as a close association 
between public ad private initiatives. However, there is no privat-
ization of any place on the waterfront, on the contrary, public space 
is the key element of the regeneration of the waterfront, as well as 
the city as a whole. 
In “The Water’s edge, Between the Boundaries Lies a Complex 
Permeable Domain” by Steven G. Cecil, the author tackles the con-
cept of private vs. public domains. He showcases a new kind of 
relationship between those two spaces, different than the tradition-
al one we have grew accustomed to. In cities around the world, 
usually one can define the limit between private space and pub-
lic space. It is the designers, urban developpers and architects 
who make the private/public boundaries visible by evolving cultural 
boundary between these two and by creating buildings, spaces 
and connecting infrastructures that directly shape our urban ex-
perience. Furthermore, he goes on saying that the well known Nolli 
Plan is a perfect illustration of the public/private boundaries and of 
identifying the public spaces in the city; which leaves uncolored 
all the exterior spaces and publically accessible street-level inte-
rior spaces, this evealing the public realm available for public life. 
However, the author demonstrates in his article that this concept of 
boundary could not be applied in all parts of the world, nor in Bos-

ton (the case study of the article). In fact, the waterfront in Bos-
ton is a mix of different types of ownerships and uses. In 1866 
public rights were established along the waterfront, but since 
most of the lands are private, people cannot engage freely in 
public activities. More so, under colonial ordinances, intertidal 
zones could be privately owned (above high tide), ad the high 
tide space is for public use. Today, there are special regulations 
for quasi-public spaces, which are “offsets” of private places 
providing public benefits to balance the presumed detriment. 
The author points out, that in this example, there is a foggy third 
realm of shared public/private place making, which is “a funda-
mental part of urban design in most communities”. 

“[…] complex urban communities do not always fit simple pub-
lic/private distinctions. We experience layered and permeable 
edges between these realms. In fact, we can find a third and 
more foggy realm, comprising quasi-public places and spaces.” 10

10 Steven G. Cecil, The Water’s Edge, Between the Boundaries Lies a Complex Permeable Domain, in Architecture Boston, Spring 2015, p.4. 

26-Steven G. Cecil, The Water’s Edge, Between the Boundaries Lies a Complex 
Permeable Domain
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Today enjoying the sea and the coast of Beirut is an important ac-
tivity in our culture. Historically speaking it wasn’t always the case. 
The activity of swimming and enjoying the sea took a while to be 
part of the people’s culture, even though Beirut is a waterfront city. 
As in many cities of the Mediterranean, only the inhabitants of the 
slender littoral fringe, such the fishermen of Ain el Mraisseh and 
Medawar, had a physical contact with the sea and cultivated the 
habit of bathing. Others were satisfied with an annual ritual storm, 
on the occasion of " Wednesday of Job ", March 21th; an ancestral 
faith in the seawater, this day, has the power to cure diseases. The 
practice of swimming had however begun to be present at the end 
of the XIXth century. In 1888, three establishments resorts were 
created, under the cliffs of Medawar in the East and in border of 
Minet el Hosn. Some cafés on the West of the port, such Hajj Daoud 
and Amalieh, or below the cliffs of Raouché also allowed people to 
be engaged with the water. Built on pilotis, these wooden sheds 
were places where one could savor a mezzé accompanied with 
arrack and smoke a water pipe narguile. And slowly with the arrival 
of the French, women started also to attend the sea and enjoy the 
activity of bathing. Today, the activity of swimming is very much en-
joyed on the waterfront. And the entire coast of Beirut shows proof 
of sociability and a presence of public spaces. Walking along the 
northern coastline, we encounter people jumping over the handrail 
of the corniche, reaching the cascading rocks to swim, fish, dive or 
simply enjoy the environment. We encounter families having a pic-
nic, friends having a diving contest and couples sitting intimately 
enjoying the sunset. On the western coastline, we encounter infor-
mal fishermen practicing the only profession they know, a one they 
have been taught by their fathers. Fishermen appropriating private 
natural harbors and adding an economic value to the nature of this 
public space. We find people paying for boat trips from these same 
fishermen, another informal activity, to enjoy the whole landscape 
of the coast. We find people who come everyday, just like their 

paying for boat trips from these same fishermen, another infor-
mal activity, to enjoy the whole landscape of the coast. We find 
people who come everyday, just like their parents and grandpar-
ents since the 40s, to enjoy the water and escape the city. It’s 
the only thing they know. For them, it’s their public space, their 
place. 

27-http://oldbeirut.com/

28-http://oldbeirut.com/
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The coast of Beirut can therefore be divided into two categories: north and west. On the northern coast, groups of small-scale cascad-
ing rocks descend from the corniche and sculpt the intersection between the city and the sea. People jump over the handrail of the 
corniche and reach these rocks and practice the activities of swimming and diving. The presence of fishermen is very much dominant 
also, local fishermen, are on the rocks and the corniche itself, not finding a proper space to exercise their profession. In fact Ain el 
Mraisseh is the place where we encounter the most fishermen on the northern façade of the littoral. Arriving as groups, they exercise 
the activity of fishing one beside the other, giving identity for this part of the coast. We also find them at times exposing their products 
on the ground of the corniche, a market-like area, surely an informal one. 

29-http://oldbeirut.com/ 30-Personal photos 31-http://photos.cleveland.com

32-https://gomadnomad.com 33-https://gomadnomad.com
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Two important sites mark the identity of the western coast of Beirut. The Dalieh natural site and Ramlet el Bayda site, both of them 
sitting on opposite sides of the private resort of Movempick Hotel on the waterfront of Beirut.
These two sites are, by law private properties, but however they are considered by the people as public spaces, having been appro-
priated and used for years by the residents of the city.

The site of Ramlet el Bayda is the only public beach on the waterfront of Beirut where people access freely to enjoy the beach, spe-
cially the lower social class of the society. However, by law, the site is, just like Dalieh, divided into parcels, some of them are private 
properties. 
With a lack of public spaces, the sea promenade walkway has becomes the most important public social space for the entire city, 
regardless of religion or social status. Despite the extensiveness of the Lebanese sea-shore, Ramlet el Bayda beach is probably the 
only public beach left of the sea-shore of the capital. 
Ramlet el Bayda beach faces today two threats; the first being in the negligence and lack of development of this area by the govern-
ment and the municipality. As for the second, it is in the type of ownership which part of them are private property and the probability of 
construction of a private resort. The Ramlet el Bayda is the last public sand beach in Beirut and its surroundings. During summertime, 
the beach is one of the most vibrant public spaces; it is visited by a large number of people for different types of activities such as 
swimming, ball games and flying kites. The beach also witnesses some cultural, artistic and musical events, just like the site of Dalieh. 
One of them being, “Arbahat” Ayoub (last Wednesday of April), a social-religious gathering. During the winter, the beach users are 
less, activities are limited to either touristic promenade or family gatherings. 

34-http://oldbeirut.com/ 35-http://oldbeirut.com/
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In Arabic, Dalieh means any plant that suspends on roofs or per-
golas where families gather during summertime. In Beirut, the 
site Dalieh is the name of a vast terrain that slopes down across 
from the city’s emblematic Sakhret el – Raouche or “Grotte aux 
Piegons”, and gently reaches the sea. For decades, Dalieh has 
been considered an open platform of a shared space for a large 
variety of city residents. This natural destination has been consid-
ered a favorite for weekends picnics, lovers searching for a quiet 
and idyllic setting, sea-goers for its strategic swimming and fishing 
spots, and communities for celebrating their festivities. This urban 
place has also hosted a vibrant informal economy of boat touring, 
fishing, popular restaurants, peddlers, photographers and others 
who have animated the life of this unique area of the city. “This 
communal space survives amidst the private takeover of the city’s 
coast that has turned lush sandy and rocky beaches into enclosed, 
high-end resorts. These transformations are primarily facilitated by 
the history of property formation in the city as well as changes in the 
zoning and building regulations. Since the mid-1960’s, pressure by 
building developers and the propertied elite have reversed the full 
provisions against building in this zone. It facilitated increasingly 
intensive building coefficients that have reached up to 60%, and al-
lowed for the privatization of areas typically used as public spaces. 
Thus, city dwellers are increasingly confined to the four-meter-wide 
sidewalk of Avenue de Paris, the main artery that runs along the 
city’s waterfront, while access and visibility to the sea is obscured 
by private developments and consistently serving high-heeled ur-
ban dwellers and visitors at the expense of the urban majorities.”  
Dalieh has been under the threat of private developments since 
summer 2014, when fishermen were evicted, their restaurants 
demolished and replaced with large concrete blocks, thus 
affecting the social and economic life of the site. Building and 
zoning regulations were changed yet again in April 2014, making 
it possible to build most of the area. Thus Dalieh, a platform of 

sociability and interaction since the mid 40s, could possibly be 
taken over by a real estate project. The site has been acquired 
illegally: the many lots that form the site were owned by “old Beiruti 
families”. It was until 1995 that one owner brought the entire lots. 
Furthermore, the changes of regulations and exploitation rates 
up until 1995 show how the laws were modified and manipulated 
to encourage private development on the land. Dalieh should 
be protected for many reasons, especially its social and 
national value: the site hosts traditional fishermen ports, informal 
recreational areas. Not to mention, the Pigeon’s Rock, which 
holds a symbolic significance at national and international levels. 
It has been shown in movies, appeared on national currency, as 
well as in historic images and postal cards.

11

11 The Civil Campaign To Protect Dalieh, Introduction to website, http://dalieh.org/, 2014, main page.

36-37-38-https://dalieh.org
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Over the years, as we have mentioned above, Dalieh has been 
used by a wide variety of social groups who have animated the site 
and brought life to this natural landscape, providing a sustainable 
livelihood for low-income fishermen. There are many and many sto-
ries about the social importance of Dalieh. It was one of Beirut’s 
manatee atanazuh (promenade sites); a destination of sayaran – 
an activity which involves strolling, promenading, recreation, and 
the preparation of food (especially barbecue) in natural sites, and 
reaching the site of Dalieh by walking.
One of these rituals is Nowroz- the Persian New Year – which has 
been celebrated in Dalieh since the 1980s by the Kurdish commu-
nity living in Beirut. Members of the Kurdish community gather in 
Dalieh on the 21st of March every year, transforming the site with 
thousands of users setting up food kiosks and a music stage. They 
dance all day carrying their national flags. 
“With the first of every spring, more than 120,000 Kurds living in 
Lebanon since the beginning of the last century celebrate Nowroz. 
They maintain the celebrations of their grandparents in Kurdistan. 
They dance and sing in open spaces and fest on traditional cuisine 
and desserts. […] Dalieh, bride of Beirut, flame of Nowroz, pearl 
of Mediterranean Sea, you bring us together every year. You em-
brace us in yourterrain, slopes and geography. You’re there for us 
every spring. We salute and thank you. Your presence makes us 
happy. You’re an important treasure to Beirut, Lebanon and all of 
us. Without you, we wouldn’t be together. You’re sad and we feel 
your sorrow. You’re worried that you’ll lose us and we’ll lose you 
someday. But we’ll always stand by your side, ready to save and 
protect you, just like you protect and bring us together every year 
and every spring. We say to you:
You are the torch of Nowroz
Happy Nowroz 
Neworz bê te jîan Na bê
Newroz li te pîroz bê” 

12

12 Alessandra Peruzzetto, Nowroz in Dalieh, in World Monument Fund, April 2016. 

39-40-41-42-https://dalieh.org

43-44-Personal photos
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46-  Map of Beirut during the beginning of the 19th century-
https://www.oroom.org

47- The division of the parcels along the coast, Personal 
work

48- The construction of resorts along the coast, 
Personal work
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49-Map showing ownerships along the coat, Personal work 50-Map showing sites usage along the coast, Personal work

Private parcel
Public parcel

Private usgae
Public usage
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3.2 Morphology and natural landscape: 

The National Physical Master Plan of the Lebanese Territory Final Report in 2005 by DAR has recommended the preservation and 
maintenance of a group of coastal sites in Lebanon, one of them being the west and north coastline of Beirut and in particular the 
rock and the small bay of “Grotte aux Pigeons”. It emphasizes on the importance of valorization of the coastline, not only for tourist 
development, but also for the quality of life in coastal cities. The report describes the major assets that the coastline offers, in terms 
of its geological value, that should be preserved: “remarkable natural sites, such as cliffs, rocky capes, bays, natural wonders and 
others, natural shorelines with high ecological and landscape values, such as dues, natural wild media, rocky pleateaux, islands, etc”. 
In Beirut, they listed the sea front of Ain el Mraisseh, the rock and the bay of the grotte aux Pigeons, as well as the white trail of the 
Ramlet el Bayda, being three remarkable sites that are an integral part of “the capital’s identity” . They emphasize on the importance 
of preserving their wealth that represents a way to have a sustainable support to tourist and social development. 
Secondly, the report tackles the ecological side of the coastline and in particular the site of Dalieh, near the “Grotte aux Pigeons”, 
which offers many wild natural plants and vegetation as well as a maritime life. 

Old photos in black and white, old postal cards 
and archives show the exceptional beauty of 
the northern coast of Beirut. Cascading rocks 
with old traditional houses constructed near the 
water painted the façade of this part of the lit-
toral. The stone houses with their red slopped 
roof and their arcades represent the old face of 
the Lebanese architecture and gave an excep-
tional identity to this fringe of the littoral. More 
so, the beauty between the rocky landscape 
and the old architecture was a picturesque im-
age to the city. Today, after the many exten-
sions of the city towards the water, especially in 
order to create the linear promenade of the cor-
niche, these houses no longer exist. But what 
we do find is some cascading rocks that de-
scend from the corniche to the sea, some rocky 
islands, all a nostalgic memory of what could 
have been the northern coastline of Beirut if it 
was left intact, unaltered. 

13

14

13 14 DAR, National Physical Master Plan of the Lebanese Territory Final Report, Beirut, 2005, pp.65-90

51-52-http://oldbeirut.com/
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51-52-https://www.oroom.org 53-54-Personal photos

55-Personal work
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The western façade of the coast of Beirut is much more charac-
teristic in terms of morphology and natural landscape. The site of 
Dalieh is a emblematic one with many natural values. 

The terrain of Dalieh, that slopes down gently from the corniche to 
the sea, near the “Grotte aux Pigeons”, hold a unique eco-system. 
The site makes proof of high ecological value of marine habitats, 
underwater waves and sea-life. The site has been also recognized 
for this ecological wealth, and listed by Greenpeace Lebanon as 
a place to be protected. Its ecological and landscape wealth in-
cludes a rich diversity of topographical and geological features: 
coastal cliffs on the landside and rock islands, protruding stone 
terraces and natural pool enclaves, all valuable habitats for native 
plants, insects, birds and marine fauna in an uncommon ecological 
equilibrium, prompting many scientists and researchers to identity 
it as a prime area for protection in Lebanon. 
Set aside its presence near the “Grotte aux Pigeons” , the site of 
Dalieh is defined by its exceptional geologic wealth. Several stud-
ies accentuate the geological and ecological values of this terrain. 
We note the green Plan of Beirut, the National Physical Master Plan 
of the Lebanese Territories, the study made by the International 
Union for the Preservation of Nature and “A Network of Marine Re-
serves on the Lebanese Coast” by Greenpeace. 
The site slopes down with a difference of 40 m between the cor-
niche and the sea. Formed in limestone rocks, the site of Dalieh is 
characterized by a series of geologic peculiarities. The morphol-
ogy almost intact, the site notes the presence of cliffs, ports and 
natural swimming pools, marine terraces, a series of 8 caves as 
well as rocky platforms. 
This site is the postcard of Beirut, often represented in the past and 
even today by the freestanding rocks of “Grotte aux Pigeons”. It is 
one of the few places on the coast where the morphology and the 
landscape stayed almost the same throughout the years, an image Caves

Cliffs 

Natural Harboor & Natural Swimming Pools

Marine Life (Sea turtules & Seals)

Ecological Value

Platfoms

60-Site analysis, Personal work
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of what could have been the north coast of the city before the constructions of piers and advances towards the sea needed to create 
the port and construct the corniche. Which makes it a very attractive and interesting public space. 
The site is also characterized by an exceptional fauna and flora. Several studies accentuate the ecological value of the site. This wealth 
includes marine housing environments, submarine caves and cliffs characterized by a marine life, as well as sea turtles and seals. 
Furthermore, diverse wild plants fill the top of the site and highlight the natural wild character of the site. They add a charm to the place 
and hide in several places the breakthrough of vision towards the sea and the “Grotte aux Pigeons” which adds a surprise effect to the 
visitor exploring the site. We note, chicories, reeds, wild thymes, wild palm trees, wild mulberry trees, arundo donax, chrysanthemum 
coronarium, anthemis spp., salvia viridis, lotuc cysloides, thymetae hirsuata, geranium, inula crilhmoides, matthiola crassifolia, limbar-
da crithomoides, plantago lagopus… 

arundo donax, reeds

salvia viridis

geraniumthymetae hirsuata

chrysanthemum 
coronarium

inula 
crithmoides

matthiola crassifolia

sea lionssea turtules morus L.

arecaceaelimbarda crithomoides

61-Fauna & flora section of site, Personal work
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Archeological value: the site shows evidence of the Stone Ages in the Levant. More so, they emphasize the fact that its one of the last 
remaining coastal karstic outcrop on the Beirut city coast, a backbone of the city’s visual landscape. 
More so, the region of Ras Beirut is known for its archaeological wealth lost under the contemporary town planning. Indeed, the site of 
Dalieh is a prehistoric site that is unique in the oriental Mediterranean Sea: an in situ workshop, in its original archaeological position 
such as the inhabitants of the Chalcolithic had left it. Nina Jidejian in her book “Beyrouth à travers les Âges” (Beirut through the years) 
describes in one chapter how the west coastline of Beirut was inhabited during the Stone Ages, from the Paleolithic until the Neolithic 
periods. Twelve sites of installations in Ras Beirut were discovered, the hill that forms the rock formation that falls down in the west 
coastline of the city. Ras Beirut is known for its prehistoric finds and no fewer than twelve sites have so far been identified, occurring 
on a series of marine terraces, which are now on dry land. These sites in the Raouche area contained lower Paleolithic industries, or 
evidence of flint tool manufacture. Near the “Grotte aux Pigeons” area, flint tools were found, which are considered the work of Nean-
derthal man dating to 120,000-40,000 B.C. During the Chalcolithic or copper age (7,000 B.C-3,000 B.C) occupation is also known to 
be the richest flint factory in Lebanon. 

62-63-64-65-Jidejian Nina, Jidejian Nina, Beyrouth à Travers les Âges
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Ramlet el Bayda, the name of the public beach near the Movempick Hotel, means in Arabic white sand, referring to the sand that cover 
half of its area. The other half is formed by a rocky slopped surface with a difference of level of 35 m between the corniche and the 
sea. This site is the only coastal part in Beirut that has a sandy beach. The sand in this area is very characteristic to the region and part 
of the identity of the place. Before urbanization arrived to this part of the city, the whole area was known for its sandy surface, which 
gave its name to many parts of Beirut such as Ramel el Zarif, which means the lovely sand in Arabic. Therefore this beach, apart from 
it being used as a public beach for many years, should be protected also for its natural characteristics. 

75-76-http://oldbeirut.com/

77-78-http://oldbeirut.com/
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Hala Makhzoumi, Hala Chmaitely and Carine Lteif in Holistic Conservation of bio-cultural diversity in Coastal Lebanon: A landscape 
Approach, Journal of Marine and Island Cultures, talk about how to combine sustainability, protection of bio-diversity and providing 
cultural needs for open green spaces in a specific site, the coastline of Damour, a city to the south of Beirut. They tackle the problem 
of urbanization and how it let to people being distanced from contact with nature and deprived from green and open spaces. Further-
more, the process of “coastalization”, which is very important in Lebanon with 55% of the country’s 4.4 million population living in the 
coastal plain, has led to morphological and ecological modifications of the sites. The authors talk about the concept of intertwining of 
nature and culture and how, we can, in a space, merge together a conservative sustainable system while at the same time offering cul-
tural and social activities to answer to the socio-economic needs. Therefore, rather than adopting a rather traditional way of protecting 
a characteristic site by keeping it away from society, the authors introduce the concept of co-existence between nature and culture, as 
a way to maintain nature in a dense city. This can be achieved by articulating spatially existing landscape components with a system 
of activities that allow conservation and socialization at the same time. 

So how will we intervene on the coastline of Beirut? And what will be the strategy of this intervention? 

79-https://dalieh.org
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The 50s and the 60s were important decades in the city of Beirut. It was then when the city was known as the “Paris of the middle east”, 
and became an important touristic destination in the region. Many postal cards framed parts of the coast of Beirut and highlighted 
its richness in terms of landscape and morphology. The “Grotte aux Pigeons”, not only was the face of Lebanese currency, but also 
the face of the waterfront and was an important landmark for tourism. In fact, this part of the city has been since the last century, an 
important touristic destination; which explains the high exploitation rates along the sea, with the privatization of many sites. But our 
intervention will embrace both the social and the touristic sides of this waterfront, with the intention of having public accessibility the 
key element of the strategy. 

3.3 Tourism and economy 

The coast of Beirut, as we have seen previously, holds social and morphological values. In this part of our work we will therefore talk 
about our intervention and how it will reconnect the city with the Mediterranean Sea, and untimely allow people to reach the water. 
Doing so will not only be in the benefit of the city and its residents, but also will have positive outcomes on the economical and touristic 
side of this city.

80-81-82-83-84-85-86-Old postal cards & the old currency, https://dalieh.org
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4- Proposal: Between different scales, the city, fragments of territories and materiality

“Historically, like many capitals, Barcelona expanded inland, never taking advantage of its waterfront potential. The port began ex-
panding westwards and the construction of the railway along the coast in the nineteenth century attracted industry, cutting the city 
off from the water. Its spatial and functional transformation, made possible by various strategies, has been spectacular. An observer 
comparing the city today from the 1970s might think that there was an agency behind an integrated change. Yet it was a sequence of 
interventions that made this possible.” 
Cities around the world have realized the importance of the role of water for a better quality of life in the urban fabric. With water, a 
major part of the identity of the city can be reinforced. Barcelona is a unique example when it comes to the success of the quality of life 
of its public spaces. Many interventions all together have made it possible the access to the sea and ultimately to create a successful 
waterfront for the city. 

An important part of the success of the waterfront is nonetheless 
the infrastructure, and not only the infrastructure, but rather the 
connection between landscape, public space and infrastructure. 
In the article “Urban Infrastructures: how installations make a city 
in Barcelona” written by Aquiles Gonzales Morales and Bauza Mu-
nar Marga, the authors emphasize on the fact that infrastructure in 
a city can offer an opportunity to merge many layers and aspects 
and thus allowing the emergence of complex and characteristics 
public spaces. In the project Moll de la Fusta in Barcelona, the ar-
chitect Manuel de Sola Morales created pedestrian access to the 
old timber wharf and gave the space a two level section, confining 
through an underground car parking to the lower level, and allow-
ing access from the historic city to the port. The combination of traf-
fic control and the enhancement of prime public space was there-
fore a key element in the success of the project. With this came the 
success of the long distance traffic in the form of “Ronda Littoral”, 
Barcelona’s ring road that runs the length of the sea to connect with 
the suburban areas. The infrastructure consists of the creation of a 
false tunnel that reorganizes the city’s drainage system and goes 

4.1 The big scale: to establish a connection between city and sea

around the sea and is integrated into the coastline linear public 
urban space as a way to open the city to the sea. Rather than 
being an obstacle between the city and the sea, this false tun-
nel, through different types of sections, allows the co-existence 
of public space, connections between land and sea, vehicular 
presence and vegetation. These different types of sections not 
only enrich the urban space but also answer to the complex re-
ality of a city. 

Case study of Barcelona 

15

15 Charlesworth, E. City Edge: case studies in contemporary urbanism, Oxford, Architectural press, 2005.

87-Different section along the coast of Barcelona, showing the co-existence of 
many layers and accessibilities, Marshall, T. Transforming Barcelona
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“Today, this vast infrastructural program may appear to have more coherence than the individual projects actually had in themselves. 
A careful observer will probably find many inconsistencies, but the program obeyed a general common logic that prioritized access 
to the sea […].” 
In the intervention of the Spanish architect Manuel de Sola Morales, infrastructure and seafront are closely intertwined. The different 
types of sections are the key element in opening up the city towards the sea. High-speed flows and parking areas were shifted under-
ground, through a false tunnel, thus separated from upper low-speed flows and urban public spaces. The ring road and car parking 
are strategically hidden from sight in some places, and in others exposed, thus allowing the entrance of light and the co-existence of 
car, public space and landscape. The pedestrian becomes therefore aware of the presence of the ring-road underground in some 
places, while in other places it is completely out of its sight. And vise-versa, the driver steals glimpse of the city in some places while 
in other finds himself in a closed tunnel. 

16

16 Charlesworth, E. City Edge: case studies in contemporary urbanism, Oxford, Architectural press, 2005.

“The section is capable of counterpoising and negotiating the contradictions while also establishing the measured spatial relationships 
between elements, users and scales. The transversal section, always precise and attentive to small vertical variations, uses the con-
cept of “the balcony”; allowing for long view sheds both from and to this section […].” 

17

As we have seen previously, the avenues constructed during the French mandate along the coast of Beirut, have not only altered the 
morphology of the landscape but also have modified the relationship between the city and the sea. Today the urban fabric of the city 
is not well connected with the sea. Taking therefore as an example the city of Barcelona and it’s infrastructure along the seafront, we 
propose to shift the heavy traffic into a false underground tunnel, with a parking space, and to propose light traffic with a more pedes-
trian friendly space above, therefore linking the city with the sea. 
More so, the idea of creating a false tunnel with different types of sections can be a way to articulate the alteration between privately 
constructed spaces and others appropriated “public” ones along the coastline of Beirut. The false tunnel will act as a closed tunnel 
where there are public spaces along the coast, as a way to offer a pedestrian friendly space above that can be either green spaces or 
squares for market and other events. However, near privately constructed coastal sites, the false tunnel will be open to the sky, allow-
ing therefore the relationship between city and vehicles. Bridge-like pedestrian links will connect the city with the corniche, enriching in 
a way the urban quality of the space and the co-existing of many layers, as we have seem in the case of Ronda Littoral of Barcelona.  

17 Gonzales Morales Aquiles & Bauza Munar Marga, Urban Infrastructures: how installations make a city in Barcelona, in ICE Institution of Civil Engineering publishing, 
2015
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88- Map shwoing the fake-tunnels formed by closed areas 
and opened areas connected to the upper urban level, 

Personal work

89- Connection with inner roads, Personal work 90-Inner roads & fragments of territories, Personal 
work
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91-Personal work

91-Personal work

91-Personal work
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of the tunnel, with pedestrian spaces, 
bike road, and light traffic roads.

Typical section along the closed part 
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of the tunnel.
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4.2 The middle scale: fragments of territories

The coastal appropriated sites of Beirut could be understood and seen as rich platforms that showcase social, morphological and his-
torical values. Furthermore, they hold potentials for revitalizing a forgotten disconnected waterfront from the city. They could also act 
as touristic and economic hubs for Beirut. Each terrain, each platform, is unique in its morphological and landscape characteristics. 
However they all are linked together and have in common an important factor which is the social behavior that occurs through them 
and on them, the uses we encounter within them which is the aspect of appropriation. Our approach will therefore take into account 
three layers that define the coast of Beirut, the social, the landscape and the intermediate space. 

Between the social, the landscape and the intermediate space

Social value
Geological value
Ecological value

Archeological value92-Personal work
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• The social: each site, as we have seen previously, holds social values. Appropriated many years ago by the residents of the city, 
the coastal fragments of territories are transformed into public spaces, each defined by its own specific uses, functions, and at times, 
informal activities such as fishing and fish markets. These uses therefore are key elements in defining the program that will accommo-
date each site we face. We ask ourselves now, how can architecture embrace the already existing activities on a site, and how can it 
integrate itself into an already existing public space? 

• The landscape: the morphology and the landscape are important attributes to the coast of Beirut. While the northern coastline show-
cases glimpses of reminders of an old image of Beirut’s waterfront with shy rock formations, the west coastline could be listed as a 
national natural landmark. Any intervention should therefore take into consideration the natural characteristics of each site, from strat-
egy of intervention, to conception, to materiality. With this in mind, how can landscape architecture showcase and respect the natural 
elements of a site, while at the same time offering uses and public spaces?

• The intermediate space: we are dealing with a transition between two spaces, the city (corniche) and the sea. Reaching the sea 
from the corniche on the coast of Beirut occurs through the fragments of territories, or the intermediate spaces These fragments of 
territories each tell a different story to the visitor and offer different possibilities of intervention that could highlight the social aspect 
and or the morphological. Therefore, how will be the transition between city and sea? What will be the experience of the visitor in the 
intermediatespace that will allow him ultimately to reach the water? 

93-The social, the landscape & the intermediate space, Personal work
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“Combination: Combination is, at the same time, change and diversity: possibility many simultaneous existences, but also possibility 
of creating events.”
“Complexity: complexity is an aptitude to combine - of articulating and of inter-activating - multiple, simultaneous caps of information 
that are not always homogeneous.”
“Complicity: complicity is not alone a capacity of dialog – or of adhesion – but capacity of synergy; interaction between diverse and 
empathic energies. Singularity and plurality. Never isotropy nor integration.”
“Knowledge: is knowing the nature of the things to act on the reality. This way it begins the architecture. Already it is not possible to 
think that it is likely to transmit knowledge dictating information but propitiating the formation of criteria: investigating and establishing 
links with other knowledge in order to favor an individual progress. […] Knowledge, is, especially, a criterion.” 

• How do we deal with a coast almost entirely private: A Private/Public Collaboration

Beirut’s coastline is almost entirely private. The fragments of territories along the coast, appropriated by the residents of the city, be-
long to one or many owners who have the power over their destiny. With this reality, we must therefore find an in-between solution that 
is beneficial for all sides. As we have seen before, in both cases of the cities of Barcelona and Amsterdam, a cooperation between 
private and public initiatives was applied in order to create their waterfronts. In both cases also, there is no privatization of any land, 
but rather a collaboration between both sides, and distribution of responsibilities and leisure and cultural programs along the coast, 
that have an input to both parties. 
Beirut’s waterfront is one of the most attractive places in the city, with high exploitation rates and investments. With the construction 
of the privately owned Zaytouna Bay by Solidere, this part of the city became even more touristic and attractive for investors. In fact, 
Zaytouna Bay, the many resorts present on the city’s coast and the many hotels that have been constructed along the entire fringe of 
the littoral since the 40s, are what could balance the realization of public spaces along the coast of Beirut. A collaboration between 
these parties and the public sector will be the solution in such case.
In fact, the proposal of protecting the public spaces of the coast of Beirut will not only be in the benefit of the residents of the city, but 
will be have as an outcome the following:

- Protecting and highlighting the geological, landscape, archeological and natural aspect of the waterfront
- Protecting and enforcing the informal activities that exist along the coast of Beirut such as: fishing, fish market and boat touring
- Offering facilities and programs along the coast to reinforce the quality of the spaces
- Protecting possibly the only natural landmark of the city, the “Grotte aux Pigeons”
All these factors will ultimately be in the favor of economic and touristic side of the coast of Beirut. 

18

18 Gausa Manuel, Guallart Vicente, Morales Jose, Muller Willy, Sorlano Federico & Porras Fernando, Diccionario Metapolis de Arquitectura Avanzada, Actar, 2002, pp. 
292-320
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Selected case study 1: Leça Swimming Pools by Alvaro Siza

This project has established itself as a great example of relationship between architecture and nature, and more so, as a great rela-
tionship between infrastructure and coast. Located on the northern coastline of Matosinhos, Portugal, where the area is known for its 
rocky beaches, it consists of changing rooms, a café and two swimming pools, one for adults and one for children. The entire project 
is sunken from the street, hidden away from view to allow the perspective towards the ocean from the roadway. Furthermore, the com-
plex is disconnected from the infrastructure of the city, while maintaining visual perception towards the ocean, and allowing a discreet 
transition between the road and the project. Siza in his design preserved a large portion of the existing rock formations, when planning 
his modern interventions into the landscape. The landscape formations were designed in a way to reach out into the ocean, while 
blending naturally with the natural pools and the rock formations of the coast of the Atlantic. 
The entrance into the project was designed in a discreet way; the visitor enters down a smooth concrete ramp parallel to the road. The 
transition between road (city), and the project (ocean and nature) was designed as a sensory experience, as walls obscure the views 
towards the ocean at the entrance towards the swimming pools. Therefore, the sound of the ocean is what only connects the visitor 
with what’s beyond, at the entrance. 
After the changing rooms, the visitor reaches the swimming pools through a series of platforms. The color of the concrete, slightly 
lighter than that of the rocks, blends perfectly with the scenery. The ocean becomes then the dominant element, where the swimming 
pools blend perfectly with the rock formations and open themselves up to the ocean. 

94-95-96-https://archdaily.com
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Selected case study 2: Bondi to 
Bronte Coast Walk Extension by AS-
PECT Studios

The project, a walkway near Sydney 
Australia, focuses on resolving ge-
otechnical, structural and heritage 
conditions to retain the important 
cliff top health community as well 
as the remarkable hanging swamps 
along the exposed sandstone plat-
forms. Several lookouts are located 
along the cliff and are linked togeth-
er by a light thread of walkway and 
capture all together the sublime 
beauty of the site, the sandstone 
and the vastness at the continent’s 
edge. Sensitivity regarding the 
site is highlighted by the choice of 
the materials and the lightness of 
the walkway that shifts and slides 
along the movement path to reveal 
the story of the cliff top landscape. 
Each lookout point takes on its own 
distinctive form as the walkway 
cranks and fracture in response to 
the crystalline geology and angular 
structure of the sandstone. When 
reaching over remnant veneration, 
the walkway’s timber is replaced by 
a gridded fiberglass mesh to allow 
light and water to penetrate. 

Case study 3: 2 Pier by Gora Art & 
Landscape

Situated on a slope leading to the 
lake Drömmesjön in Sidensjö, the 
two piers are designed in a way to 
intensify the experience of the vis-
itor in the beautiful landscape, al-
most like a spiritual journey. The 
shape and form of the two piers play 
with the beyond water at reach and 
the adventure of walking in the air. 
These two piers are like two bridg-
es and play with one another and 
with the landscape, reaching the 
beyond, the horizon. They act as 
instruments for landscape reading, 
creating a relationship between the 
slope and the plane of the surface 
of the water. Declarations of direc-
tions, possible routes, springboards 
out in the open, ledges or runways 
that take the visitors above reali-
ty. By offering new positions from 
where to overlook the familiar land-
scape, the bridges allow a new ex-
perience of the known reality from 
unconventional angles and allow 
a new relationship with the land-
scape, possible by the presence of 
the bridges. The bridges play with 
one’s perceptual mind. 

97-98-99-http://www.landezine.
com/

100-101-102-http://www.landezine.
com/
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Selected case study 4: Geometric Hot Springs by German 
del Sol

This project, in the middle of native forests of the Villar-
rica National Park in Chile, is formed by a group of 17 
hot springs for bathing that make use from around sixty 
springs of pure hot thermal water, which altogether gath-
ers 15 liters per second that sprout naturally at 80 degrees 
Celsius temperature. The 17 pools were carved along 450 
meters with red wooden paths and ramp without altering 
the site whatsoever. The geometry highlights the natural 
environment while at the same time is separated from it, 
leaving voids between built and nature, between paths 
and nature. What’s interesting in this project is how the 
design puts together nature and people, uses and natural 
environment, without altering or changing the wild aspect 
of the place. The visitors enter the project through elevat-
ed paths and ramps from the ground and separated from 
the cliff sides, reach the 17 pools or places of gathering to 
enjoy the activity of bathing in the fresh air and admire the 
sublime beauty of the area. The main focus of this project 
is nature, its glory and power while architecture serves 
as a way to connect people with it in a light, subtle and 
ephemeral way. Architecture, uses and nature can work 
together at times, as long as the first two are designed in 
a way to highlight and respect the last. 

Selected case study 5: View Terrace and Pavilion by Jaunromand and 
Abele architecture office

View Terrace and Pavilion is located in a memorial park, “The Garden of 
Destiny”. It creates a harmonious environment and pushes people to dis-
cover the singular charm of the natural site. There is a tight connection 
between Latvia people and nature and it has been emphasized is a tight in 
the project. Nature is a source of inner energy, strength, peace and inspira-
tion. It has been therefore a priority in this project since it is the consolation 
for Latvians. The building of the pavilion has been designed considering 
site particularities and in harmony with nature. In fact, the main flow of the 
people has been analyzed; the building is made in a way to not cover the 
view to the river when approaching the site. It has been shaped in a way 
to preserve most valuable trees on the site. Stop points such as benches 
and covered spaces are situated in the places where the view is the most 
stunning and emotional. More so, terrain level differences are used in the 
project design. The pavilion is partly sunken into the ground so it doesn’t 
cover the view when approaching the building and to provide comfortable 
access from the lowest level of terrace. The diversified levels of openness 
create opportunity to use the building in all kinds of weather conditions 
as well as lets visitors to choose the level that emotionally suits them the 
best. The main architectonic idea is to create a project that follows peo-
ple’s movement forms a pathway that gradually transforms into a building, 
exploring the location and the views. The building is itself very compact, 
however its configuration and various possibilities of usage allow to coexist 
all parts of the society. It has been even used as a wedding ceremony site. 

103-104-https://archdaily.com 105-http://www.dezeen.com
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Site 1: A different perspective 

This site is part of the northern coastline, which as we have seen previously, holds nostalgic fragments of rock formations that are a con-
stant reminder to the Beirutis of what could have been the waterfront in this area, if it weren’t for the many extensions towards the water. 
The wall that separates the corniche from the sea, and that slopes down from 8m high to 5m high, east to west, now mostly dominates the 
site. 
This area of the city’s promenade is strategic as it is socially considered the beginning of the corniche, the beginning of the promenade 
with a clear perspective towards the sea. From this place, a clear perspective towards the northern mountains is also visible.  People con-
sider this part of the corniche as an interesting lookout point towards the horizon and the mountains, usually couples and individuals are 
found there. The place of contemplation resides only on the city-level, as there is no accessibility towards sea level on any point, and the 
8m of height makes it hard for people to go down.

Social: place of contemplation and lookout point
Landscape: reinforcing the remaining rock formations with an integrated wooden promenade that takes its shape
Intermediate space: between city and sea, offering two perspectives

Therefore, we propose a secondary promenade on the sea level, which merges with the edge of the rock formations, forming therefore a 
new rocky-like extension towards the sea. This wooden deck promenade follows the curvature of the rocks and offers at points a path and 
in others platforms of wooden decks that extend more towards the sea and serve as lookout points or places of sociability and interaction. 
A city-level platform cantilevers towards the horizon, and proposes also, a lookout point this time towards the mountains and the sea with 
a ramp that allows accessibility towards the new promenade. 
What’s important here is to offer the visitor two experiences of perspective, one from the city-level and another from the sea level. The tran-
sition between city-level platform/promenade and sea-level platform/promenade makes use of the wall that separates corniche from sea, 
with a difference of level between 8m and 5m. Furthermore, the intervention offers the residents of the city the possibility to be closer to the 
Mediterranean Sea and have a more intimate relationship with it. 

106-The site, Personal work 107-The rock profiles, Personal work 108-The rock profiles, Personal work 109-The proposal plan, Personal work

110-Personal work

111-Personal work
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City-level platfrom & rampRamp
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Site 2: Embracing the uses

In this area people have appropriated the rocks and the sea for different activities such as swimming, diving and fishing. People jump over the handrail of the corniche to reach the cascading rocks and enjoy the beach. 
This part of the waterfront is formed by a cascading rock to the right that descends to the sea, and to the left the presence of the wall that separates the corniche from the sea, both with a difference of 5m of height from the city level. 
This wall is seen in many parts of the northern promenade as an obstacle between man and sea. Therefore we offer here to dissolve the boundaries created by this wall by proposing steps or gradients that descend from the corniche towards the cascading rock, allowing people 
therefore to reach the water with a more open perspective towards the Mediterranean. These steps do not always have the same width and therefore become public spaces where people can sit, gather and interact with one another. More so, this intervention allows the cascading 
rock to take part in this public space making and become itself a place of interaction and sociability, thus allowing nature and architecture to coexist as one place. 
To answer to the people’s desire to bathe in the sea freely and openly, we propose swimming pools formed by the shapes of wooden paths and wooden platforms, which merge with the figures of the rocks. Fishermen can also park their boats there and fish on the many platforms. 
The pools are protected from the boats as they are placed more into the inside of the wooden intervention.
The platforms do not only serve as places to sit near the pool or to fish, they also become places of sociability and interaction for the people. More so, they are places to enjoy the Mediterranean Sea from a closer more intimate perspective.  

Social: between protecting a communal practice and creating a place of sociability
Landscape: natural landscape and landscape intervention becoming one: a public space
Intermediate space: dissolving the boundaries between city and sea

112-The site, Personal work 113-The rock profiles, Personal work 114-The rock profile, Personal work 115-The proposal plan, Personal work

116-Personal work

117-Personal work
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Site 3: Protecting the fishermen community

Here the site is formed by an existing small fishermen port that is between two parts of rocks formations. As a way to protect the presence of the fishermen, not only for their social significance but also for their economic contributions, we propose to enlarge the port and allow a 
more smooth transition from the corniche by the presence of steps as well here. 
Apart from the fishermen presence, people also appropriated the rocks on both sides for swimming and diving. What differs this site from the previous is that the presence of the 5m wall was more dominant there. Whereas here, what’s dominant are the cascading rocks. Therefore, 
we propose to maintain the free and spontaneous usage of this site as it is without any strong architectural intervention, while offering a more practical accessibility towards the sea through steps on both sides. People reach the sea through the steps, then they access freely the 
rocks as they desire, and reach the water; or reach at times small wooden platforms integrated with the profile of the rock, that serves as places to dive from, to sit and relax or to fish. 

Social: Between reinforcing one activity and maintaining the spontaneous aspect of another 
Landscape: Playing with the edges
Intermediate space: Between dissolving the boundaries and creating discreet transitions 

118-The site, Personal work 119-The rock profiles, Personal work 120-The proposal plan, Personal work

121-Personal work

Steps, opening up the corniche to the sea

Fishermen port Fishing decka/platformsFishing decka/platforms
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Site 4: A mirador of Beirut’s natural landmark

Rocks of limestone form this site, with a difference of level of 30m between city and sea. The terrain is surrounded by constructed private properties from two sides, the road from one side and the sea from the fourth. The most interesting thing about this site is its visual connection 
with the landmark “Grotte aux pigeons” at the end, when one reaches the cliffs besides the sea. We propose to transform this site into a dense green place planted with large trees, that is connected to an adjacent empty site that could potentially also be a green space. This does 
not only answer to the city’s need for green areas but also allows us to create a poetic atmosphere that transports the visitor from the corniche to the sea through a promenade between dense trees, where the perception towards the sea and the “Grotte aux pigeons” is obscured 
and hidden. The words “promenade” or “walk” in English do not quiet describe the experience, but rather “chemin” in French or “camino” en Spanish are more accurate. The visitor enters the site through a green mass that is linked to the green space above and walks along small 
steps integrated intro the rock formations and surrounded by trees. The sounds of the waves and the smell of the sea are the only two things that link the visitor with what’s beyond. At the end of the “chemin”, the visitor reaches a platform suspended on the cliff and cantilevered 
above the sea, which acts as a mirador or lookout point. It’s where the perception towards the sea is clear; its where the visitor finally sees the “Grotte aux pigeons” as it is oriented towards it. Here, nature and the importance of natural landscape are the main focal points of the 
design. The experience of this “chemin” serves to highlight the relationship between man and nature. 

Social: offering a green area connected to the sea
Landscape: a promenade or “chemin” that allows the visitor to enter into a poetic experience between landscape architecture and nature
The intermediate space: from city to sea, reaching the mirador 

122-The site, Personal work 123-The view towards the “Grotte aux Pigeons”, Personal 
work

124-The path, Personal work 125-Th greenery, Personal work 126-The path into the greenery, Personal work 127-The lookout point, the end of the path, Personal work
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128-129-Personal work

130-Personal work

131-Personal work 132-Personal work

Mirador/Lookout point
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Site 5: Playing with different layers

The site of Dalieh is probably the most interesting terrain on the waterfront of Beirut. As we have analyzed previously, not only does this terrain have a social value; given the fact that it has been appropriated since the 40s, but it is also characterized by ecological, geological, ar-
cheological and touristic values. This place therefore is defined by many elements and layers, which are the keys to any architectural intervention. 
We will present the intervention according to each function or place we propose, as every intervention is inspired and motivated by one or many of the values, being ecological, geological, archeological, touristic or social. 

- Reaching the natural landmark
The freestanding rocks of “Grotte aux pigeons” or “Pigeon’s Rocks” make an important natural landmark in the city of Beirut. Be-
ing so, they make an important part, therefore, of the design strategy behind the interventions. The visitor will reach visually, from 
different points of views the “Grotte aux pigeons” and will have many perspectives and perceptions towards it, either from the 
corniche or from the adjacent site of Dalieh. 
Walking along this part of the waterfront, the visual connection with the “Grotte aux pigeons” is hidden in many parts by the pri-
vate restaurants constructed many years ago above the cliffs. A clear perception of the freestanding rock is only seen after these 
restaurants and from the site of Dalieh. 
1- We propose, near the site of Dalieh, from the corniche, a wooden platform that extends the seafront promenade and reaches 
towards the landmark, cantilevering above the cliffs and therefore allowing people to have a more closer and intimate relationship 
with the freestanding rocks. The wooden platform is placed between the existing reeds that more or less hide the perception of 
these rocks in a romantic and poetic way, allowing people to reach the wooden platform in order to obtain a clear perspective. 
2- The second lookout point towards the “Grotte aux pigeons” is on the site of Dalieh. The site of Dalieh is defined at its top 
by a more or less natural platform at +40m, which is connected with the corniche and therefore forms a natural extension of the 
seafront promenade into the terrain. At this level, just like at most of the upper part of the terrain, many wild vegetation, specially 
reeds, cover the ground. These reeds reach about 3m and more at some points and are very dense as they grow side by side and 
form a mass. The perception towards the “Grotte aux pigeons” is hidden therefore from their presence. The visitor only sees some 
small perceptions of the rocks, between the movements of the reeds with the air. We propose, at the end of this natural platform, 
a wooden platform that is 0.5m below the natural one, where the perspective towards the “Grotte aux pigeons” is finally clean and 
clear. The idea is to stimulate the sensation of curiosity in the visitor and to offer different types of relationship with the “Grotte aux 
pigeons”, one through the reeds and vegetation and the other through the wooden mirador. 
3- The diving spot
People have appropriated the terrain of Dalieh many years ago and have practiced many activities on its different spots. One of 
the most important activities practiced here is the activity of diving. On one particular spot, facing the “Grotte aux pigeons”, people 
used to dive into the Mediterranean Sea and have diving competitions between athletes and amateurs. Therefore, we propose in 
this area, a wooden platform that cantilevers above the sea, and suspends on the cliff, reaching visually the “Grotte aux pigeons”. 
The platform serves as a diving deck and also as a lookout point towards the freestanding rocks and the surrounding cliffs and 
natural beauties. 133-134-135-136-137-138-The strategic lookout points & the existing vegetation & reeds, Personal work3-The diving spot 2-The natural platform

1-The extension of the corniche
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139->148-Personal work
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- The museum
The terrain is defined by a small hill of 5m that overlooks the entire area, the terrain itself, the port, the “Grotte aux pigeons” and the sea. We propose on this spot, as it is hard for people to reach by themselves, a wooden architectural element, that is formed by a wooden structure 
on its façades, cantilevering and suspended on the cliff. The idea of having this element from a wooden structure on the façade is to allow it to act as a mirador. The element formed by three volumes forming a triangular transition from one to another. The facades are opened to 
the exterior, as they act as structural elements by themselves and are defined by crossed beams that sculpt the landscape and therefore the visitor can have different perspectives as he moves in the interior of the mirador. We are describing it as a mirador because of its triangular 
shape that allows the visitor to have a panoramic view towards the entire landscape and because also, the facades are open to the exterior. This volume can act as a lookout point of the area and can have at some times temporary exhibitions that showcase the values of the terrain 
of Dalieh, ecologically, geologically, archeologically and socially. 

149->154-Personal work

T he hill & its connection with 
the harbor & the “Grotte aux 

The hill The museum

The museum & the platform: 360 degrees 
of views of the surrouding landscpae.

Interior of the museum: con-
nection with the exterior.
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- The open air amphitheater
The terrain of Dalieh was a spot for a British bunker during the World War I and a part of the slope reaching towards the “Grotte aux pigeons” was damaged and altered. We propose on this area, steps or levels of stone that reform the altered topography and form an amphitheater 
where concerts and events and celebrations can take place. More so the amphitheater can host festivals under the title of “The festivals of Raouche”*, where the background will be the natural landscape and, most importantly the “Grotte aux pigeon”. This intervention not only 
highlights the natural beauty of this area, but also reinforces an identity of the Beiruti society, which does not solemnly have here a social value, but also an economic and touristic one. 

155-”Grotte aux pigeons”: background of the amphithe-
ater, Personal work

156-Proposal plan, Personal work

157-Personal work

158-Personal work

Amphitheater reshaping the damaged geology from the World 
War I. It opens towards the “Gotte aux Pigeons”, making it the 
bakcground of the scene, for concerts and festivals. 
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- The fishermen community 
• A promenade: between wooden kiosks and nature
The fishermen community, previously, had constructed many kiosks, cafes and restaurants at the below level of the terrain, where they used to serve fish to their costumers. Today these places no longer exist, as they were demolished last year by the municipality of Beirut, prepar-
ing for the complete privatization of this site. We propose a typical wooden module that can serve as a kiosk, a café or a restaurant. This module can be duplicated if a more space is desired. We propose these modules to be placed on the upper level of the terrain, as the down 
level, where they used to be before, should be presered as free from any interventions. The more we approach the sea, the less construction there is and the more free and wilder the space should be. 
The modules are reached by a wooden walkway, suspended on the cliff that looks over the main natural port. The walkway follows the shape and the curvature of the rocks and allows people to reach a place where they normally cannot walk on, as the slope there is very strong 
and dangerous. This allows us therefore to offer people perspectives; they couldn’t have normally, of the surrounding landscape.  

159-The path location, Personal work 160-Lookout points from the path, Personal work 161-Personal work 162-Proposal plan, Personal work

Suspended wooden promenade on the cliif, extending towards 
the harbor in place offering platfroms and restaurants.

Suspended wooden promenade on the cliif.
Wooden walkway transforms into platforms, offering restau-
rants and a place of interaction.
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• The harbor
The natural port of “Minet el Dalieh” is a historic fishermen harbor for the local fishermen community of Beirut. The site is a natural port given the fact that the formations of the rocks form naturally a harbor. The presence of the fishermen community on this site is very important and 
forms a part of the social history of the terrain. Therefore we propose to maintain their presence and to offer them facilities that would help make their work more practical and efficient. On the cliff that shapes the harbor, into the inside of the port, we propose a wooden structure 
formed by horizontal platforms that follow the curvature of the rocks, and by the vertical columns. These platforms serve as facilities for the fishermen where they can place they tools and have spaces for interaction, and transition space for tourists (for touristic boat trips in the sea) 
that is connected with an outer wooden walkway. They also serve as terraces looking into the harbor and the sea. The upper platform, the roof of this wooden intervention, becomes therefore an extension of the landscape, a terrace, a lookout point for the visitor. 
We propose also to extend the harbor to give the opportunity to park more boats. The boats will not only serve the fishermen but will also be used for touristic trips in the entourage. 
• The fish market
On the other side of the terrain, we propose an open-air fish market where the fishermen can expose their products in wooden kiosks under suspended fabrics. This fish market is on the other side of the terrain to allow the possibility of accessibility to the fish market to be easy. 
This fish market enforces the presence of the fishermen on the site and contributes to the economical, social and touristic values. 

163-The natural harbor & the fish market area, Personal work 164-View from the fishermen facilities, extension of the natural landscape, Personal work

165-Personal work

166-Personal work

Fish market area.

The natural harbor & its morhphology.

Harbor deck

Open air fish market

Fishermen facility

Platfroms/lookout points
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- The swimming pools

Dalieh is defined by natural swimming pools by the formation of its rocks, which 
have been used by the community since the 40s. They are typically practical for 
children as they offer a safe pool-like environment. We simply propose to en-
hance them and extend them more into the sea, as a way to protect the people’s 
right to swim in the Mediterranean Sea. 

-  A rich discovery

The promenade along the terrain of Dalieh offers a rich variety of discoveries that enlighten the visitor and educate him at the same time. The promenade groups botanical, geological, archeological 
and architectural paths that allow the visitor to get to know the richness of this place and its importance for Beirut and its residents. The terrain therefore will offer the possibility of an architectural 
promenade that offers social and cultural facilities, defined by an initial path that leads the visitor to the museum of Dalieh, which explores all the site’s aspects. On the other side, we will maintain 
the initial roads engraved by the people, which will allow the visitor to explore the site freely and in a spontaneous way. These paths will introduce the visitor to the botanic, geological and archeo-
logical values of the terrain. Finally, the water promenade offered through the boat trips will further introduce the visitor to the general geological landscape as well as the marine value of the terrain.  

Social: Appropriation and uses, between sociability and opportunity
Landscape: the site, between characteristics and opportunities
The intermediate space: from city to sea, playing with different layers

167-The natural pools area, Personal work 168-Proposal plan, Personal work

169-The pathes, Personal work

Pink: Botanic path

Red: Architectural pathBlue: Sea path

Yellow: strong archeological 
spot, near museum.

Harbor deck

Fishermen facility

Platfroms/lookout points
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170->173-Personal work
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174-175-Personal work
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Site 6: Full and Empty

The final site is the site of Ramlet el Bayda, used as a public 
beach by the residents of the city. Two different parts, a strong 
limestone cliff and a sand dunes area form this site. To answer 
to this natural and morphological difference in this site between 
these two parts, we propose a contrast between of “Plein et 
Vide” or full and empty. The sand dunes area has been used as 
a public beach since a long time, whereas the limestone cliff, 
for its strong topography, is inaccessible for the public. 
The contrast of full and empty we propose resides in the treat-
ment of these two spaces. We propose to consider the cliff area 
a forest-like space, with its long reeds and wild vegetation and 
trees. A suspended wooden walkway will link the corniche with 
the sea. This walkway will follow the movements of the slope, 
and will offer at times passages, at times steps and at others 
platforms that dance in-between the trees an vegetation, allow-
ing the visitor to engage in different perspectives and visual 
connection with the surrounding area. This vegetation mass will 
transfer the visitor progressively from the city ambiance, where 
the audible pollution is strong, to the sea where the sounds of 
the waves are dominant. The visitor walks through the walk-
way, forgetting progressively what’s behind, reaching what’s 
beyond. 
The other part formed by sand dunes, will be treated as a void, 
where people can use the space, as they are doing it now, a 
public beach with sitting areas and some shading places. We 
will propose two ramps that go down from the corniche, allow-
ing therefore an easier access to the beach. On of these ramps 
will be accompanied with a platform on the corniche level, al-
lowing a lookout point for the level above, and a shaded place 
for the level below where wooden modules can be places, such 
as a kiosk, a café or a restaurant, and a public bathroom. 

Social: protecting an existing public space
Landscape: contrast of morphology
The intermediate space: “Plein et Vide” 176-177-178-179-Personal work

The full

The empty

The paths

The lookout points

The sea-level promenade

Access 1

Access 2

The promenades between the greenery.

The final open view.
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180-181-182-183-Personal work
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191-Lookout point towards the “Grotte aux Pigeons”, Personal work 192-Diving spot area, Personal work
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The fragments of territories are defined by different values that should be protected, maintained and highlighted. Therefore any intervention of these terrains should take into consideration these values without damaging them. 
We are proposing light ephemeral intervention that can be reversible at some point in time. The main choice of material is wood, for its light effect on the landscape. All interventions, whether platforms or volumes, are suspended from the ground and supported on columns. 

Chosen detailed element: the museum-mirador on the site of Dalieh:

As we have explained previously, the museum sits on the small hill of Dalieh, overlooking the environment. The volume is formed by a triangular shape, suspended on the hill and supported by columns. 
The interior space is formed by a marriage between interior exhibitions (photos, archeological remains, ecological and geological explanations..) and the framing of the exterior landscape. The entire volume as well as the facades are made by a system of wooden structure formed 
by wooden elements that work with one another to stabilize the entire museum (beams, secondary beams, joist, screw, metallic articulations..). The facades therefore are formed by elements of articulation (moise: vertical column between two beams) that work with one another 
as well as the crossed articulations elements of the facades. With this system, wooden panels (opaque skin), semi-opaque skins or transparent skins alternate the façade from on side or another from this structure and highlight at some points the exterior landscape. The exterior 
landscape becomes parts of the interior space of the museum, thus allowing materiality, structure and landscape to co-exist in one scene. 

4.3 The small scale: between structure, materiality and landscape

184-Personal work

185-Personal work

186-187-188-189-Personal work
190-Personal work
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In Beirut, opening the city to the sea requires tackling many layers: private and public owned spaces, the accessibility, the sociability 
and uses, the natural landscape and finally the infrastructure. The section is what ultimately has determined in the proposition the ex-
perience and the sequence of reaching the water from the city. 

From the city to the Mediterranean Sea, the tunnel-like space below the city level allows the possibility to link the waterfront with the 
inner spaces of the city as well as the important roads. The space in-between, or the space above, apart from being a way to shift the 
heavy traffic underneath, becomes a place that can showcase different layers co-existing with each other and offering different types 
of spatial qualities, thus enriching the space and its perception. The corniche itself is maintained and preserved as a linear prome-
nade along the sea. From it, people reach the fragments of territories, which will lead them to the sea. Each fragment of territory tells 
a different story and showcases a unique richness on its own; each fragment of territory is different and unique and takes the visitor 
through a different experience before allowing him to reach the water. This experience is defined and concluded by a set of charac-
teristics, layers and attributes that describe the coastline and are unique to each terrain. Between the social practices, the ecological, 
geological and archeological values, reaching the water becomes a discovery of the coast of Beirut as well as a learning experience. 

What we are tackling here is not simply a waterfront regeneration project. It is opening Beirut to the Mediterranean Sea again and 
reintroducing the residents to the water. More so, it is an adaptation of the terrains to their existing users. This adaptation bounces be-
tween functionality and social practices, to highlighting the natural landscape, to finally seeking to create a transitional space between 
city and sea, and telling a different story. Reaching the water becomes an experience on its own that transitions the visitor from city 
the sea between sociability and natural landscape.  But where does this proposal stand in a city that couldn’t in the last year solve a 
garbage crisis? The proposition will seem very far from reality untill our society and goverment realize the importance of sustainability, 
and preserving what we still have today before we lose it tomorrow. 

CONCLUSION
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