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1o se habia valorado que 1992
vd

ciones urhar
maotivo del Quinto Centenario del Descu-

seria el ai

las tiltimas Exposi-
—la de Sevilla con

brimiento, y la de Génova, la Colombiada,

celebrando el origen del conocido descu-

bridor se van formalizando i

que parecen sefialar mds
que un final.
En la larga li

regentado una Exposic

un_ principio

a de ciudades que

M, exisien u

a
serie de puntos [ijn:-'. como  Londres
(1851, 62, 71, 72, 73,74). Paris (1855, 67,
78, 89, 1900, 37). Bruselas (1888, 97,
1935, 58), Nueva York (1853, 54, 1939,
), 65), que se iban sucediendo en el es-
pecticulo de convertirse en escaparate de

la novedad, ¥ ensuperar las contradiccio-

nes de

des que habi
vez en la i
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Alternativas de desarrollo
propuestas por H. Hollein y
Coop Kimmelblau

H. Hoilain's and Coop
Kimmelblou's proposals
for development
alternalives.

comprueha que son ciudades grandes

que IIII?‘I'{H\ esl Nl'(‘!ll'i(ll]ii]]‘l I}ill'i! el

6n de trans-

-
plos de Sevilla con la isla de la Cartuja, o
de Génova iniciando la restructuracion

de su viejo puerto merecen, por su impor-

tan

cion.

i trabajo propio de mayor ambi-

ia de Chicago de

Después de la renur

compartir la Expo e
el frente del lago v lo
D.H. Burnham, se

cerraba el capitulo de las exposiciones ur-
banas de gran alcance.
En cambio, desde 1988 la ciudad de

Viena lanza el proyecto de Expo 95, dise-

1o un proceso compartido con Buda-

pest: dos grar dades del este v del

oeste enlazadas por el Danubio. El ¢

1 latente oeste

ya esta [uer: este que se

expresa en los dltimos m
la naturalidad con que

.\ l’*lll' 8¢ en-

tiende a partir

proyectos de este tipo eran ya elaborados
tantos meses ha.
La apuesta de |':x|m 05, es materializar

una serie de eventos de entidad todavia

poco |Il‘l‘|'i. il
tan con esta voluntad de “jumelage™

pero que en cambio cuen-

Oeste, que se l!rilll'lill't‘ III‘ nuevo a purtir

del rio como eje de interes

lugar irrepetible de exposicic

wlo del BIE

ird en una exposiciin de

1el refre

La Expo 95 tiene s
de Paris y consi
segundo tipo en la que las ciudades deben
aportar gran parte de la infraestructura

edificad los l‘\pll.-iillil‘l"-, Los |nl;i Nes 5=

e de tri-

tdn en fase de elabors 1. en

mite diferencial t n por la diversa si-
nbas ciudades.

wdad de Vie

iativa y, habiendo tenido la

politica de

1 ahora, la ¢ 1 ha li-

derado la ini

oportunidad de haber seguido como con-

sejero externo la evolueién de esta opera-

clin, merece ]il llll'll& ar l'I |Irl"'l‘:"ll

v de una intervencion

ira, maxime cuando se

El proyecto urbano en la:

trata de una de |

s cindades que mis ha

contribuido en el d

arrollo tedrico y
prictico de la actuacion urbanistica mo-
derna.

Porque, sin duda, cuando una ciudad

debe acometer grandes ir,

nes, existe la tentacion de |

sobre todo una decision estruc

que por i3

to stlo e litica o mae

— v que los problemas de loe:

s de forma urba

ason accidentales y

deben ser resueltos, después,

Ademds en una situacién tedrica de
franca debilidad por parte de las corrien-
tes de planning tradicionales, abre la po-
sibilidad de “colar

con estas ac

nes, grandes apropiaciones de plus

del suelo que reciben asi una v

social. Teng;

s presente que en este

nomento en Europa alg ades es-

e 'S eon
rde-

se el London-Dock

ds en Inglaterra—y
por tanto, rehuyendo cualquier control

un trabajo

tica crece, los especialistas aumentan sus
estudios y prognosis, pero se somete un
desarrollo general a cuatro arquitectos de

Viena cuyo trabajo tiene una especi

lidad en el panorama actual. Estos

pos ofrecen esquemas de organ

resultados formales que signific

Expo puede res
urk

o produciri..

Este articulo acompaiia algunos de es-
tos esquemnas mis relevantes, que verifi-
can y discuten las primeras hipétesis
las por el equipo Expo 95, con la
a de Ha

soporte téenico de K. Ste

in polit

s Swoboda v

ner.

La propuesta de Hans Hollein v Coop

porta la voluntad de una
fachada urbana discontinua constituida
por 5/6 «

0s de HOx60x60 metros fque,

wrosidad de s rometria, ofrece

una FDI‘HPIII‘.‘;'EI dl‘ mayor ilIl'{iIIl‘l' que la

propia ocupacién edificatoria. La auto-

randes estrategias de transformacién

local sobre qué estd pasando y a quién be-
neficia tal renovacion urhana.
El III'.-IJI‘ soue de la f".\ln’r 95, en sus dos

o0s de vida, |

a consigo una discusion

ce destacar la vo-

me

abierta en la qu
luntad de contrastar continuamente las
decisiones de orden global con las de for-

ma urba

La voluntad ¢

na cercana ilI rio pone l‘\illl‘

grandes oportunidades: el drea jur
estacion del Norte Leopolstadt, entre ¢l

canal Donaukanal y ¢ vo rio Neuedo-

nau; también la ribera norte del Nuevo
Danubio hasta los actuales terrenos de la
UNO CITY. Se ponia en cuestidn asi uno

de los grandes temas pendientes de la ex-

1 mode

1 de Viena: desp
rrollo de Otto Wag

haciendo  urbanos unos

bordes indecisos de la ciudad, las obras de

construceidn del trazado del ‘0 ofre-

cen una buena solucién hidriulica pero
una nula oferta urbana para la ciudad. A
decir verdad, algunas grandes obras de la
autopista A-22, y las dreas de reereo en los

bordes del nuevo Danubio, han ereado
todavia mayores problemas.
Existe pues un drea “collage™ de inter-

venciones: UNO CITY, parque del rio,

autopistas, puentes con nudos de diferen-

te nivel que crean un espacio artificial,

no-urbano, de muy dificil justificacién.
Un primer tanteo de estas situaciones

se produjo en 1988, como unes esquemas

proyeetuales realizados por equipos de

profesores y estudiantes de las diferentes

escuelas de arquitectura de Vi Las di-

ferentes propuestas fueron lideradas por
W. Holzbauer, H. Hollein y ). Spalt. e
b wcuentena de per-

sonas, entre |Il'llr¢"-'ﬂrt'r' ¥

aron en total un:

o0s. Fue-

ron presentados al mismo tiempo que la
“Enquete Zur  Weltausstellung 7957,
como forum ciunds

0 para hacer la

puesta de largo de la idea de Expo

A partir de aquel momento se ¢

empalmar el drea Expo con el Centro de
Conv s junto a la UNO CITY. La
rios (Donau Insel) es uti-

a entre los dos

les de la

wda para edificios tempor:
I".Rl'". _\ "l Fll‘“pi!l cauce 1!1‘! rio superior
Neue Donau —hidraulicamente controla-
ble= es utilizable también con pabellones
Motantes. En el dic -(), el Handelskai
se atracan los barcos y la actividad 1

] enla-

a de la Expo que produciria
cular

ce con Budapest y la entrada

sped

con un eV |Iul'lltl‘ lll'lltl!l\ﬂ]. I.

gran

contradiccidn est

empl
que es adecuado por su centralidad pero
dificil por la urbanizacién existente, es
manejado por este proyecto con gran

acierto: I illll‘l'\'l'nl'illlll'.\' & concentran

as actividades de la Expo que deben

construirse, y el retoque de fraes-

tructuras se redu

a suom 1}}ulul:i6n

*a de nueva fachada urbana

definitiva es art

efectiva; lai

il‘lil 0n Ililtl'filll‘!i (ll‘

gran interés: los edificios eiibicos

se r)l'f)—
yeetan como una gran infraestructura
que hace posible la escala excepeional del

uso Expo y la escala comin del “despué

de la Expo. Por otro lado, el uso temporal

¢ concibe con unas rvg]us

as que
admiten la singularidad de los edificios
1(ue este tipn de usos nos tie-

nrac I( ¥,

: Peichl con Fo-

La propuesta de Gu:
natti y Nigst verifica la hipdtesis de un de-
sarrollo compacto que pasa a cubrir asi

por completo la autopista A-22, como
construyendo un terreno artificial. En
tal-

altura. Dos puentes permi-

suelo la edific: es func

mente de |

ten un ficil acceso a la isla central —que

e & km de longitud por 100 m de pro-

medio— que albergaria igualm

temporales. Otro puente empalma la

s de un

con el Handelskai. Se trata qui

l'“lll'l'l!'“ IIP I"..\lll! mis l'!!ll\'l‘ill'i“lllll. ©n

la medida que es a partir de la oferts

1o donde se ests

un suelo bien urba




Fotaplane del Norte de Aerial view of Nerth of the
Viena, Enire ol Nuero Vienna, The Expo 5 will

Denubio v la ONU City se be sited betwoen the New
emplazard la Evpo-95, Danube and the UNO City,

hen it seemed that 1992 was to put

an end to urban Exhibitions, with the

one in Seville celebrating the Fifth
Centenary of the Discovery of America,
and the one in Genoa —the Colombiada—
celebrating the origins of the famous dis-
coverer, initiatives are now being formal-
ised which appear to be pointing towards
a beginning rather than to an ending.

In the long list of cities to have hosted
Exhibitions, there is a series of fixed points,
such as London (1851, 62, 71, 72, 73, 74),
Paris (1855, 67, 78, 89, 1900, 37), Brussels
(1888, 97, 1935, 58), New York (1853, 54,
1939, 40, 65) that have successively per-
formed in the show of becoming the dis-
play-window for the latest novelties, over-
coming the contradictions implicit to such
ephemeral and singular events.

More recently, certain cities which had at
some point appeared on the list have re-
emerged, and other new ones are now re-
hearsing the part of becoming Expo-Cities.
They are all large cities seeking this oppor-

is taking place in one of the cities that has
contributed most to the theorical and prac-
tical development of modern urbanistic
operafions.

For there is no doubt that when a city
must undergo large-scale transformations,
there is o temptation to think that this is
above all a structural decision —and,
therefore, merely political or macroecono-
mic— and that problems of siting and
urban form are merely accidental and only
to be solved later on.

Furthermare, in a theoretical situation of
obvious weakness on the part of traditional
planning currents, it opens up the way to
“slip in" with these infillings great surplus
value ground appropiations, which in this
way are granted social validation. Let us
not forget that at this moment, in Europe,
some cities are acling on large-scale infill-
ings with the motto of "de-regulation” —let
us recall the London Docklands in Eng-
land— and therefore avoiding any form of
local control over what is hoppening and

emerge, specialists widen their studies and
prognoses, but the general development is
handed over to four architects from Vienna
whose work denotes o special quality
within the current scene. These teams put
forward organisation schemes and formal
results that become veritable festing
benches for the outcome of the Exhibition,
for its eventual visual and urban impact...

This article accompanies some of the
most relevant of these schemes that verify
and discuss the first hypotheses put for-
ward by the Expo-95 team, under the poli-
tical leadership of Hannes Swoboda and
the technical support of K. Steiner.

Hans Hollein’s and Coop Himmelblau's
proposal offers an attempt at a discontinu-
ous wurban front made up of
5/6 cubes of 60 X 60 X 0 metres which, by
the very siriciness of its geometrical com-
posifion, goes beyond the development
coverage itself. Bridges are thrown across
the A-22 molorway af various points, link-
ing the Exhibition area to the Conference

Expo-95: Vienna-Budapest

Joan Busquets, arch.

tunity to develop certain large-scale
operations of urban transformation: the ex-
amples of Seville and its island of La Car-
tujo, or of Genoa, which is initiating the
restructuring of its ancient Harbour, both
deserve, by their very magnitude, studies in
their own rights.

After Chicago abandoned the idea of
sharing the Expo with Seville and complet-
ing the riverfront and the axes of D.H.
Burnham's layout, it was thought that 1992
would draw the subject of lorge-scope
urban exhibitions to a close.

Yet, since 1988, the city of Vienna has
launched its Expo-95 project, designing a
process to be shared with Budapest: two
great cities of the east and west linked
together by the Danube. The underlying
motto waos the already latent east-west
force that has come to the fore over the last
few months, and that can eonly be under-
stood from the ease with which projects of
this sort had already been developing so
many months before.

The aim of Expo-95 is to materialise a
series of events of an as yet non-too pre-
cise significance, but which nevertheless
entail this will for east-west “jumelage”,
taking once more the river as an axis for
exchange and as a matchless location to
hold an Exhibition.

The Expo-95 already counts with the ap-
proval of the BIE in Paris, and will consist
of a secand-type exhibition where the cities
must provide exhibitors with most of the de-
veloped infrastructure. The plans are in the
process of being drawn up, as well as at
different stages of formalities due fo the di-
verse political situations affecting both ci-
fies.

Until now, the city of Vienna has headed
the way and, having enjoyed the privilege
of following the evolution of this operation
as an oulside consultant, it seems worth
commenting on the process of decision-
taking and design for an infilling of such
magnitude, especially if we consider that it

who is benefitting from such urban renova-
tion.

The deployment for the 1995 Exhibition
over the first two years of its life has
brought about open discussions in which
one should point oul @ will to continually
conirast decisions of a global order with
those cancerning urban form.

By deciding that the urban site should be
located near the river, two possibilities be-
come immediately apparent: the area next
to the Northern Leopoldstadt, between the
Donaukanal conal and the new Meue
Donau river, and the northern bank of the
New Danube, stretching as far as the site
of the UNO CITY, thus placing on the car-
pet one of the great pending themes con-
cerning the expansion of modern Vienna:
after Otto Wagner's master development
in the Denaukanal, which made certain in-
decisive borders of the city urban, the con-
struction works for the new development
layout offer a good hydraulic solution, but
a nil urban solution for the city. To tell the
truth, some of the large-scale works for the
A-22 motorway, and the leisure areas on
the banks of the New Danube, have cre-
ated even greater problems.

We therefore find a “collage” area of
infillings: UNO CITY, river park, molor-
ways, bridges with split-level junctions
creating an arfificial, non-urban space
which is not easily justifiable.

An initial sizing up of these situations
took place in 1988 in the shape of project
draughts drawn up by teams of lecturers
and students from the various schools of
architecture in Vienna. The various propos-
als were headed by W. Holzbauer, H. Hol-
lein and J. Spalt, and involved a total of
about fifty people, between students and
lecturers. They were exhibited together
with the “Enquete zur Weltausstellung'95”,
as a citizens' forum to celebrate the “com-
ing out” of the Expo-95.

From that moment on, the work becomes
more  defined: political  discussions

Urban Projects in large-Scale Strategies of Transformation

Centre next to the UNO CITY. The island
between the two rivers (Donau Insel) is
used to house temporary buildings for the
Exhibition, and the river course itself of the
upper Neue Donau —hydraulically contol-
lable= is also used for floating pavilions.
The boats are to be berthed in the SW
Handelskai embankment which is also to
hold the most dynamic activities of the Exhi-
bition created by the link with Budapest
and by the spectacular entrance with a new
pedestrian bridge. The great contradiction
arising out of this emplacement, which is
adequate for its central location but diffi-
cult in view of the existing urban develop-
ment, is skilfully handled in the project: in-
fillings are concentrated in the Expo
activities to be built, and the refurbishing of
infrastructures is reduced fo their effective
manipulation; the idea of a new final urban
front is articuloted by following patterns of
great interest: the cubic buildings ore de-
signed like a large infrastructure which al-
lows for the exceptional scale of the Expo-
use as well as for the commom scale of
“after the Exhibition”. Furthermore, its tem-
porary use is conceived with the minimum
rules to admit the singularity of the tempor-
ary buildings to be expected in this sort of
event.

The proposal by Gustav Peichl, together
with Fonatti and Nigst, examines the hypo-
tesis of a compact development which, in
this way, ends up by enfirely covering the
A-22 motorway, like, as it were, an artifi-
cial site holding primarily low-rise build-
ings. Two bridges provide easy access on
to the central island —which is 8 km long
by an average of 100 metres wide— also
to house temporary uses. Another bridge
joins the island to the Handelskai. This is a
mare conventional concept for an Exhibi-
tion, insofar as it stems from the possibili-
ties offered by o well developed site on
which maximum siriciness and effort are
established.

The work by Hugo Potyka's team lays its

Variante con los grandes
wedificios en ln ribera del rio
¥ los usos provisionales de

A variant with the large
buildings on the river
bank, and provisional
uses on the central island,
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Implantaciin del proyecto
Peichl. 1
Implementation of Paichl’s
project.

blece ¢l rigor y esfuerzo méximos. *

Los. trabajos del grupo dirigido por
Hugo Pofyka ponen el énfasis en una po-
sicién mas metodolégica, ofretiendo mo-
delos de implantacién y umbrales necesa-
rios part‘g_ diferentes tipos de expo. Pregen-
ta varios es ios:  Expo-compat:
expo-puente, cxpt'v-liﬂen_l, y expo-li-
neal +diagonal. Dirfase que es un esfuer-
z0 que sobre todo verifica las oportunida-
des de los solarés elegides.

Por otro lado, la propuesta de Martin,

Wimmer se basa en el reforzamiento de

los grandes ejés de la;aiudad, el vertical

Este-Oeste deﬁnji:lo por “Prater Str.—Wa-
gramer Str.” .y Tg;llL\lh“l:u'izontal de “Heine
Str. —Haupt’ Klee” que fuera establecid

o se realiza a través de EXPO-VIENNA

AG, una empresa de iniciativa piblica
pero que va a afrontar desarrollos en coo-
peracién mayoritaria del sector privado.
Interesa, pues, insistir en la necesidad
de ‘mant la discusién y verifi
en términos de proyecto en las diferentes
escalas de decisién, incluso en iniciativas
de esta envergadura; aunque se trate de
un tema de tan dificil armadura en la ges-
tién y en el contenido: Téngase en cuenta
la dificultad de predecir el rol de una
Expo a cinco aiios vista, también su conte-
nido cultural. Porque existen muchos
contenidos posibles... Sin embargo, Viena
parece apostar en que, por un lado, sea la
propia ciudad uno de lgs motivos propios

en la ciudad ¢n la Expo' de 1873, con el
desarrollp de 250 Has del Prater. Es una
idea brillante que esté ahiy que puede ser

nada casi en ¢ ['1 forma de orde-
naeién interna. La Expo se d¥sarrolla en
dos sectores intensivosdetrds de la A-22,
¥ unos e«fﬁmygp menores como “Follies”
se estableced en primer término, junto al
rio. También en el Handelskai se empla-
zan algunas actividades complementa-

rias. ; cién de los dos ejes antes comentados, la L
Siguiendo con la i lar de  propia brilla del Handelskai, las cabezas
disefio, los cuatro proy permitirdnla  del puente Reichsbriicke —de mds de 500

definicién de unaestructura o “marco ur-
banistico” que recibe una aprobacién por
parte del Ayuntamiento de Viena. En este
marco se dbsarrollard un Concurso Inter-

| —entre arquit de centroeu-
ropa, segilin parece— que debe concluir a
finales de 1990, para iniciar su fase ejecu-
tiva el prd)dima aiio. A su vez, aquel marco
de referencia habri de asegurar frente a
la ciudad cudles son los logros y las nue-
vas condiciones urbanas que la Expo vaa
ofrecer a la ciudad. Estas cuestiones son
importantes, méxime cuando el desarro-

Sy,

de “enganche” de la Expo, en esta nueva
imagen de un rio més integrado y que re-
cupera este flujo natural Este-Oeste con
foco terminal en Budapest. Pero, por
otra, como en tantas otras ciudades, Vie-
na se puede beneficiar lateralmente de
operaciones importantes en la reestructu-
raci6n del Levante (entre el Donaukanal
y el Nuevo Danubio): El reuso de los te-
rrenoabialdios de la estacién, la potencia-

m de longitud— pueden crear una nueva

" dindmigh urbana en este sector de la ciu-
_ dad realmente desestructurado.’

- X ¢l camino iniciado en Viena tiene in-
terés cuando tantas ciudades grandes
b denodad lefinir estrate-
gias de reestructuracion urbana y en las

que hay que ensayar formas de gestién ..

mixta, a la vez que hay que asegurar que
el balance urbano final sea claramente
positivo para la ciudad. Esperemos que la
via Viena mantenga el impulso y pueda

Edificacidn y gran
Plataforma propuesta por
Peichl.

Peichl’s development and
large plalform proposal.

Esquemas de los edificios
ciibicos.

Cubic buildings scheme.

emphasis on a more methological ar-

rangement offering threshold and implan- *

tation models needed for the different exhi-
bition-types: compact-expo, bridge-expo,
linear-expo, and linear + diagonal-expo.
It appears o be above all an effort to study
the different possibilities provided by the
chosen sites.

On the other hand, Martin Wimmer's
proposal is based on strengthening the
great axes of the city: the east-west vertical
axis defined by “Prater Str. — Wagramer
Str.”, and the horizontal “Heine Str. —
Haupt Allee” axis established in the city for
the 1873 Exhibition with the development of
250 Has. of the Prater. The Exhibition is
held along two intensive sectors behind the
A-22, and some minor buildings like “Fol-
lies” are located in the foreground, along
the river bank. Cerfain complementary ac-
tivities will all toke place on the Hondel-
skai.

Following with the scale sequence of de-
sign, the four projects will enoble to define
a structure or “urbanistic framework” to be
approved by the Vienna City Council.
Within this framework, an International
Competition will be colled —for central
European architects, it seems— which must
conclude by the end of 1990, so that the
implementation phase may begin the fol-
lowing year. At the same time, this refer-
ence framework will have to make clear fo

- the city what achievements and new urban

conditions the Exhibition is going to bring
about. This is an important question; espe-
cially since the development will be carried
out through EXPO-VIENNA AG, a public

enterprise that will however fackle deve- ~

lopments in majority cooperation with the
private sector. y. ¥

It is therefore worth insisting on the need

ser también ahi un referente esr.imulamc— to maintain c]'iscu_ssions and verifications in

g

. with its new image that integrates the riv!i

terms of projects at all the different’leve

of decision-taking, even for initiatives g
this magnitude; even when it is such o diffu 3
cult subject, both in terms of management
and contents. One must bear in mind hoy
difficull it is to predict the role of an Exhibik
tion five years in advance, not to mention
its cultural conl_en!'s.' For there are man
possible confents... Vienna, however,
seems fo have laid its stakes, on the oné
hand, on turning the cily itself info one }.g‘
the mofives to make the Exhibition “take

and recovers ils east-west flow with its findh
focus on Budapest. And, on the other hand
os in the case of so many other citied,
Vienna con also benefit loterally from'
large-scale operations restructuring the
eastern orea (between the D k
url_i:ll the New Danube): reusage of the-stdf
tion waste-sites, pofentiation of the M
axes mentioned earlier, the very bank qF
the Hondelskai, the very heads of the Re:
ichsbriicke bridge —over 500 metres Inngi?
could create a new and dynamic area i&
this truly de-structured sector of the city. |
And the course initiated in Vienna is
great interest, when we consider how ma

large cities are now struggling to deﬁnf
strategies for urban restructuring and
where forms of mixed management must
be rehearsed, while at the same time ensu
ing that the final urban balance be clear!
positive for the city itself. Let us hope th
the Vienna way will maintain its impuls*
and also become a stimulating point of
feren:e‘ Bi




