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Dinamizar la costa

Give Way to the Sun StrategyProposals
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Cedant tenebrae soli - darkness shall give way to the 
sun. The motto in Vardø’s coat of arm has a forceful 
message. As a place swept in darkness 2 months 
of the year, exposed to cold winds from the Arctic 
and dramatically located on an island far north east 
in Norway this force must clearly be present in the 
lifeblood of its inhabitants. Vardø is by all means 
walking the talk. 

Northern Norway’s oldest and Norway’s eastern-
most town was once a prosperous trade centre with 
strong ties to Russia, a regional strategic point. But 
in recent years the place has been hit hard due to the 
changes in the fishing industry, previously a corner 
stone of the society.

As the new map of the Northern hemisphere is 
drawn, Vardø can again find a strategic role. The 
town wants to use its proud history, unique location, 
striking scenery and strong local culture to reposition 
itself regionally and internationally.

-a strategy for development of the harbour area.
Partly deserted after the downfall of the fishing in-
dustry, a rethinking of how the harbour area again 
can be the town’s advantage is necessary. How 
can the area’s empty buildings become a part of 
the city’s strategy? How can urban space tie new 
and existing program together. Is it possible to bring 
out the potential that can be found in the meeting 
between land and water? Can Vardø establish new 
arenas for locals, short time workers, tourists and 
possibly global nomads? Vardø asks for a strategy 
that discusses locations and concepts for a new 
town square, a swimming hall and a small aquarium. 
It also asks for ideas for re-use of the former fish 
factory “Proden” and a better use of urban space 
and communication throughout the harbour area. 

proposals for innovative strategies that can trigger 
new activity in the town. Vardø needs to develop a 
credible plan that turns its disadvantages into an 
advantage. It must find niches and alternatives and 
develop a strategy that supports new initiatives and 
ideas. The municipality wants to create an image or 
a brand that can attract business looking for unique 
locations and experiences and a concept that further 
develops tourism. As the new structures of the High 
North is being laid out, Vardø can now find its role, a 
role that is yet to be discovered and defined. Vardø 
needs a plan for how to connect to the energy about 
to be unleashed in the region.

Vardø needs to rethink its role in a new context. 
Globalization, regionalization, new district policies, 
mobility and new technology can either become an 
advantage or disadvantage for Vardø. Vardø is at the 
point of a new beginning and hopes with the help 
from participating architects in Europan to identify 
new ideas and projects that can constitute a new 
and necessary plan for the future. 
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