
The evolution of the networks backbones in the middle of the ' 90 supposed the 
first great step towards the Internet of century XXI: a common network for all 
the services and applications. This is one dream of the IP network defenders’ 
and of "the unique network" too. That supposed to pass from ATM, a solid 
technology and very consolidated in the networks of the providers, to a labeled 
technology called MPLS, which had to contribute with more speed and greater 
changeableness. 
This TFC born from the doubt of great service providers and great customers, 
from the network architecture security that appears with the idea of replace 
ATM. During years, ATM had provided to them speed levels, robustness and 
security that exceeded previous solutions. 
Great customers need to be sure that the information that they transmit from a 
company to another one, or their own sites, is not in danger. ATM, in this 
aspect, contributed with this aspect, and the idea to change ATM to a 
technology based on IP did not convince anybody. As it will be possible 
observed, it’s one of the main points of investigation for all those that have 
decided on MPLS in ATM damage. 
During early pages will be attacked the subject of the security in our networks, 
in order to have a better direct vision of the dangers of which ATM and MPLS 
must be defended. During the following points, and like main objective of this 
TFC, it is going to explain the solutions that are adopted so that great 
provider’s networks do not succumb as opposed to the attacks of hackers. With 
it also, all the options that are shuffled to find the nearest possible solution to 
the customers’ demands, and it will open the way to new technologies that 
surely will invade backbones in a future not very distant. 
 


