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The sewage system network is defined in the Spanish legislation like basic infrastructure within 
the set of the urbanization. This one basic character on watch for the development of any 
population centre has not corresponded with the adoption of new technologies applied to the 
calculation, sizing, management and maintenance, unlike other types of infrastructures not so 
important for the community.  
 
Until it makes few years, the planning of the sewage system network was practically null, so that 
its growth in the urban settlements has taken place based on the local necessities of residual 
and pluvial water evacuation of each new part of the city. The method of calculation for the new 
sectors of network such followed schemes of more ago of a century and the management of the 
infrastructure has been limited to the solution of precise problems due to failures by 
deterioration or the construction of great collectors in the most serious cases.   
 
All it has tolerated that the sewage system networks are obsolete in many of our cities, with 
problems of hydraulic operation due to the waterproofing of high zones of the river basins that 
have not had by counterpart performances for the lightening of the problems waters down, with 
an ignorance of the physical situation of the infrastructure which we could say that it is alarming 
if we applied it to any other field of civil engineering.   
 
In the last years a point of flexion in this one situation has taken place that makes watch at the 
future with hope. The implantation of the directors on quality of the water and the average 
receivers impelled by the UE has forced a reframing of the previous situation, forcing to the 
implantation of new infrastructures like the residual water purifiers to palliate the effects that the 
spills have on the environment. Next to it, the appearance of methods of simulation of the 
hydraulic behaviour of the sewage system networks has made possible that can be studied the 
operation of the system of cleaning of global form, understood like one more a part of the cycle 
of the in the middle urban water.   
 
The Urban Drainage Master Plans, are formed like a useful tool for the management of the 
sewage system networks. They incorporate the new technologies that have appeared years in 
the last, like the storage of the data of the network in a GIS or the diagnosis of the operation of 
the network by means of the use of modelling techniques.   
 
The elaboration of an Urban Drainage Master Plan will be in the next years a task that will have 
to confront the municipalities, because they are those that have competition in the matter. It will 
allow to programming the solutions to the associated problems of the network in a rational form, 
so that resources are optimised and being able to focus the future management of the network 
with guarantees to offer to the citizens a good service.   
 
This one minor thesis has made a compilation of all the resources necessary to face this one 
task from the own municipality, insisting on the legislation of the matter and the methodology 
that is due to elaborate a Urban Drainage Master Plan, rendering special attention to the 
application of new technologies to the sector.   
 
One is due to make notice that all it will not be possible without an institutional collaboration that 
helps the financing of the measures that are due to execute to modernize the infrastructure and 
the management of the municipal urban drainage networks. 
 
 
 
 
 




